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- <NSESPEGMFULLY » DEDIGATED: 


To those who have made up their minds! 


: “pefieve that Opium is an unmixed. evil 








eR : 


INTRODUCTION. 


During my visit to England last year, I was shown a 
lot of rubbish hterature published and circulated there, with 
the’avowed object of sweeping from the face of the earth, 
one of the most valuable produets of India—Opum. There 
is no douot that whilo for some time past, the Anti- 
Opiumists have succeeded in gaining the car of tho English 
people and are persuading them to beheye that the use of 
opium is an unmixed evil, no sustained offort has yet 
betn made by those who have studied the question to place 
the true facts of the case before the public. Though, no 
doubt, Sir George Budwood, Sir Wilham Mooio and 
othors have done much to couectly inform the English 
people on the subject, it is neccessary to pub forth further 
efforts for counteracting the vicious effects of tho ciusade 
against opium. 

Phere is a class of people in England, whe, in the 
words ot {Sir Wilham Moore, “ having no dese to troublo 
thomselvoes by investigating ™ “jors are ready to accept 
with astounding, aeduhty” un psd dimt of those who 
apeak loudest aud with the greatest confidence, whether 
Cfheors of tho Salvation Army, quack-doctois or Anti+ 
Opmumists.” + 16 was with the intention of enlghtening 
this class of mon that in September last, I wiote a letter 
to the London Marly Graphic, exposing the musleading 
statomonts of tho Anti-Opiumists, My letter was avcom- 
panied with tho photos of some henley, robust and well- 
built opium smokois, which wore taken at my own oxponso 
and which woro also 1eprodueed in the Gr iplac, Whon my 
lettor appoared in the Luily Graph c, it was said by tho Anti 
Opium Seorctary Mr. Alexander, that the eases of robust 
opum-smokers cited in it wore merely isolated instances of 
my vorsion. Itwas thon at tho suggestion of some of my 
frionds that I thought of writing a short history of a largo 
number of such men, In this brooure will accordingly 
be found short accounts of ,wbout 250, out of 600 
smokers in the whole of Bombay. his number was ascor- 
taincd—at a census taken at the desire of Mr. James 
MacNab Campboll, @, 1. &., Collector of Bombay—in the 
yer 1890. 250 is a sufficiently larga number to 
afford a satisfactory test of the cperation of this drug. 
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“In order to understand properly the bearing of the 
nuinerous instances here cited, itis necessary to know what the 
Auti-Upium Agitators uxge on the so-called evil-cffects of the 
consumption of opium. a 


They say —~ 
(1) That the cultivation and use of opium is dn un- 


2) 


(8) 


4) 
(5) 


”) 
@) 
(9) 


(10) 


mixed evil. 


That the continued use of opium, in' however 
moderate quantities, destroys the natural appetite, 
deranges the digestive organs, impedes the ciren- 
lation, and vatiates the quality of the blood, 
obstructs respiration, depresses the spirits, 
weakening and exhausting the nervous system, 
and producing emaciation, 


That the habit leads to the destruction of the moral 

powers. Not only is tho body killed and the 
power of the will weakened, but the affections, 
thoughts and desires are corrupted, thys com- 
pleting the ruin of the whole man,“ 


That opium causes sterility. 


That cases of longevity among} opium consumers 
are rare, : 
That the moderate and cyen the minimum opium- 
eater is a slave to his stimulant, and the 
extreme difficulty and rarity of rescue, 


That 99 out of 100 such persons are degraded 
and worthless. = 


That the use of opium and the number of con- 
sumors is rapidly increasing. « 


That the Government of India watches unmoved. 
the sale of hundreds of young girls into 
immorality in order"that their depraved parents 
may be enabled to purchase more of the deadly ° 


opium, a 4 


That Her Majesty the Queen Empress fosters 
a traflic, which, as has been repeatedly pointed 
out, is the means of decoying thousands of inno- 
cent girls into dens of infamy. 


pie 


(LL) That Government pui temptations in the way of 
new-comers by crmploying handsome young 
women to wait on the smokers, and by oxhibit- 
ing indecent pictures in opium-smoking houses, 


* Ysis difficult to refrain from charactorising im the way 
they deserve the siatemonts and charges sot forth as above, 
To say the least, they are most reckless and unsernpulous ; 
perhaps, in no other country in the world could such gross 
and revolting charges be brought against its Govornment 
bg impunity. But England is a country of freedom and 
ads.» 


In the Anti-Opium league there are, -no doubt, many 
persons who aro sincero and well moaning, but there are 
also men who are not quite disintorested in their advocacy, 
But it is imporative on all those who pose as philanthropisis 
and humanitarians to weigh their uiterances, and to bo 
serupulously careful as to how far the picture of abominations 
they present to the pubho is gonuine and faithful. 


* Lhavo veen for base in Her Majesty’s Opium Depart. 
ment, Bombay, and havo had amplo opportunities of forming 
an aceurate opinion,about the physical condition of the opium- 
consumers. What"l shall stato will be from long porsonal 
exporionce, and also from information gathored from the 
opium consumers themselvos, 


Tho rosults of my oxporicnco and information are briefly 
summed wp as follows — 


(1) Opium ig not the deadly agent it has beon yopre- 
sentod to be, 


(2) Thoro are reasons connected with climate, food, 
produdts of tho country, mannor of life, habits 
and customs, why people of Ludia use opium. 


’ (3) Amoderate consumption of opium not only does no 
harm but on tho contrary is benoficial. 


(4) Asa rulo, persons taking opium are cheorful, robuat 
and woll cbnditioned, have NOVOr seON ONO CARO 
of “horvible destruction of Ctod’s image, more 
terrible than dolizium tremons, lunapy, or idfocy ,” 
nor have I seon handsome young women spraivl. 
ing on tho sengcless bodios of men In tho 
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whole of ‘Bombay not more than half a dozen 
women (according to the census taken in 1890) 
smoke opium.” (ne of them is 86 years of age 
and the rest are from 40 to 56. 


(5) To say that opium is intoxicating is simply 
ridiculous and shows gross ignorance on 
the part of the persons making such a state- 
ment. ‘lhe effect of opium taking is not intoxi- 
cating, but soothing. A person immediately 
after eating or smoking opium, feels cheerful 
and active, his appetite improves and heis able 
to do much work. 


(6) From the histories of the smokers, it will be seen 
that most of them aie married and have children, 
Moreover, the population of India has increased 
during recent years to a great extent, These 
facts do not prove that opium causes sterility. 


It is equally untrue that opium consumers do notzalive to 
old age. ‘This will be seen from acursory glance at the 
histories of the smokers, In fact the longevity of opium- 
eaters is of proverbial notoriety. 


It is gaid thata person once addicted to the use of 
opium is quite unable to give it up afterwards. ‘This is hardly 
true, though there is a strong belief to this effect amongst 
some of the consumers themsclyes, There are a number of 
men, amongst whom aro chiefly seamen, who smoke one day 
and don't smoke for some days afterwards. When on shore 
they smoke chundool, but when at sea they don’t take opium 
in any form. Jhere is no doubt for the first few days it 
creates a craving and the person feels miserable. i his, 
however, docs not last long. 


From the statistics of crime during the last eight years, it 
appears that there has not been single case of criminal 
offence originating from the abuse of opium, and on this 
‘ar the opinions of experienced Police Officers will be, no 

loubt, read with interest. “This, however, could not be said 
about those who take alcohol. 


90 per cent: of the opium consumers are men of business; 
such as tailors, carpenters, weavers, mill-hands, goldsmiths, 
gold embroiderers, firemen, seamen and others. 


Page 1V., para, ¥. 


LE must be slate? that parsons sufiaimg from Ghoti Cough, 
Asthma oi Consumplon aie so niuch bengited by the practue that 
they do not give up the halnt, ’ 


ard pases 73, 72, 73 and 74. 


€ paragraph at the lates? report for tas lesidency ts 
end teresting, homens, so far as te thiows light ow te 
antes of Lanacy. tmougst camial lunaties the ehtef 
cate of aocilation vas ganja smoking. é A 5 ‘ 5 
dias practice heads the list by a loug way, no fewer than twelve of 
the caummal lunatus in the Bombay asyhons owing they linac to 
that cause. Spirit drinking and epilepsy comes nert, with hice 
catses cach, and Cen come aiicf, fercy, and fuiedity, with two ouch. 
Opin eating also pgs unt the list of causes, and so does chivas 
smohing, with one case each, . i et . Thus far 
for eginunal lunatus, In the genial list, autsede the classtfivation 
of mane, melancholia, and dementia, gaia smoking again tahes the 
head, no fetver than seventy-three ont of coy of the cass in the 
Bombay asylums being tunatus fiom that cause, and thsty-sevn af 
the 2go lnnatics admitted last year came under Ge same heady, 
Bhang, too, tw edited with thuty vedi, while spott druthing 
had thaty foe. The cok potemy of Hse drugs ts borne bestimuny 
fo wrth sertous frequency in Ute seconds af Indian gaols and lunatrns 
astlumy,  dhuy stand int another category fiom opium, which, despate 
the much greater pivealenee of the optum halat that that of ganja 
smoking, os credited with only one admession into the Bombay asylins 
last yunr, agatnsd dwenty-ane cases of lunacy front spac drug aia 
forty-four from the ase of ganja and bhang—~'Tivis ov Ixia, 


May 19th, 1893. 
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_ _ the number of consumers or the use of opium has “not, 
in my opinion, increased, If thénumber of consumeis hag 
increased, the use of opium would snrely have increased, but 
this is not the case. ‘lhe more increaso in the gales of duty- 
paid opium does not prove that the actual uso of the drug has 
ineregsed, Formerly when there was no proper supervision, 
and the detective establishment was small, smuggling was 
very rife, but since there has beon an increaso of establish- 
ment and a bettor supervision, the licit sales, which were 
low, have increased. 


. In Bombay, according to the census taken in 1890, 
there are 7,000 persons taking dry opium. ‘This number 
added to the smokers of chundool and madat, make a total of 
7,600 persons. The population of Bombay is 821,764; so less 
than one per cent. of the population only are opium consumers, 
Surely this cannot be said to be a large number, It would 
be as well to mention how the census was taken. For fifteen 
days an officer was posted at each of the Government 
licens#l shops, from the time the shop opened till the 
tima it ‘was closed, and the number of persons that 
‘entered the shop was noted down. It isa known fact 
that a great many men visit the shops twice a day, It was not 
possible to ascgrtain the number of such mon. So the 
total numbor put down isa very hberal one indeed, The 
census officors also visited private houses and clubs and 
ascortained tho number of optum~smokers in them. 


Now, what has Government done in respect of opium 
traffic! IIas it done anything legally or morally wrong 
to tempt persons to take opium and thereby to increase its 
yovenuc? I make an omphatic reply in the negative. 
Tho opium houses have no outward attractions, 
The insido is still loss attractive. The houses are situated 
in small, unknown Janes, ‘lhe rooms are small and dark. 
In short, thoir appoarances are calculated to repel men from 
them. No girls or young womon are ever appointed to wait on 
the consumors. Nor are any indecent pictures allowed to be 
hung on tho walls, Government havo, on tho contrary, done 
much to control thd traffic by theimposition of a hoavy duty 
as well as by stringont regulations. lor instance, the licensees 
are prohibited from giving opium on oredit, nor are they 
allowed to receive any wearing apparel or goods in barter for 
opium. ‘They aro'not permitted to keop thoir shops opon 
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after a certain hour, nor are they allowed to retail opium at 
places other than the nominated shops, the number of which 
is very limited an@ under no circumstances is increased, 
In the whole of Bombay there are now only thirty-four 
licensed shops for the sale of dry opium, chundool, madat 
and Balla goilis or children’s pills, while a few years back 
there were as many as 400 unlicensed shops where opium, 
chundool, madat, kusumba (opium mixed with water) and 
Balla gollis were surreptitiously sold. Al) such houses have 
been now suppressed, 


I might here give an instance to show that as & 
rule information in England is supplied by men who are 
ignorant of the subject or have no intimate knowledge of it 
and who are always fond of exaggerating matters, Tor 
instance, in one of the issues of that disgraceful brocure, the 
Anti-Opiwm News, the Rey. Arthur Prautch of Thana (a 
small place near Bombay) says:—“In Bombay Presidency, 
the Government has a very direct connection with drugging 
children with opium. It has assumed the legitimacy cf the 
custom and taken the monopoly of the business instead of 
discountenancing it.” This is not true, The agitators 
have all along been misleading the public by making them 
believe that in India opium is given to infantsand children. 
Crude opium is seldom or never given. They are given 
Balla goltis, Those pills are made of about forty kinds of spices 
and include an infinitesimal quantity of opium. The weight 
of thege pills vary according to size; the largest weighing 
two grains. In every pound of these pills one oz, of opium 
is put and 2,500 to 4,000 pills weigh a pound, 


It is all very well for some of the good people of England 
sitting comfortably at home to carry on an agitation—an 
irresponsible and ignoyant agitation—against the opium 
trafic, But the question is fraught with the most 
serious considerations; and no Government worthy of the 
name can deal lightly with it. The Government has to 
consider not only the appalling magnitude of the task, 
but its serious financial and political consequences. 
When it is borne in mind that opium sis grown not 
only in British territory but also largely in the Native 
States, that it is consumed not only by the inhabitants 
of British India,. but also by those of the Native 
States, and by large numbers of men both in the 
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Native Army of the British Government and in those 
of the Native States—whon ,thesc facts are romem-. 
bered, a wholo vista of difficulties,” pexplexitics and of 
not impossiblo dangers unfolds itself bofore the 
mind's oye. These are most important quostions in the 
consideration of the problom which no administrator, 
polittcian or statesman can afford to ignore, I have no doubt 
but that if these very philanthropic gentlemen, the Anti- 
Opiumists, who make so much noise, whon they are devoid 
of a sense of responsibility, were to change sides and wore 
placed in tho position of Dy gees rulors of the country, 
thoy would stand aghast atthe bare contemplation of the 
enormous difficulties, administrative, financial and political. 


But apart from these difficulties and dangers, whether, 
any neem to extirpate the growth of, and traffic in 
opium will ever succecd is a most doubtful matter. I 
think it can never succeed. It will be next to impos 
sible to prevent the clandestine cultivation of opium in 
such a vast continent as India, or its smuggled importation 
from Persia and other places, even, if the question of the 
enormous expense, attendant on such an undertaking, be loft 
out of the consideration, As it is, cases of smuggled opium 
from Persia aro not rare at present, and porsons outside 
the departmentshave no idea he difficult i is 10 detect 
offences against the opium law, owing to the small bulk of 
the drug and the fnoility with which it can bo stowed away. 


Granting for a momont that there will be no scrious ad. 
ministrative, financial or political difficulty in the suppres- 
sion of the opium traffic, and that the atlompt to effectuall 
suppress it will, after all, prove successful, the question still 
yemains—Will the oyils supposed to spring from the use of 
opium end hore? Nothing of the kind, Tho porn will 
take to alcohol or to other deleterious drugs, which will bo 
a chango infinitely for the worse. Such a change is said to 
have alveady oceurred in the Central Provinces whore, in 
consequence of restrictigns on, or total stoppage of, tho 
consumption of opium, the people haye taken to the uso of 
ganja, a highly doloterious drug. 

% * 

Though I have, but vory briefly, roforred abovo to some 
other aspects of the controversy on the genoral question of 
opium, my chiof aim, at present, has been to give a large 
number of concrete instances of the physical and other condi- 
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tion of the generality of opium consumers. Ihave’ collected 
and given in this book 260 such instances, together with 
short accounts: of their past and present lives. For 
reasons of expense, I could give the photographs of only 
100 persons out of the 250 described in this book. But’ 
I have also gota few copies of the photographs of .the 
remaining ones, and shall be happy to forward them 
for inspection to those who may desire to see 
them. Very opportunely, just as this Book was ready for 
the press, a number of Sikh Soldiers, lent to the Central East 
African Company and destined for Nyassa Land, arrived in 
Bombay. Having read a short paragraph about them in 
the Times of India I immediately went to see them, 
and I can never forget the impression their magni- 
ficent physique madeon my mind. How I wished that 
I could “take these eminently presentable (from the 
opium consuming point of view) men to England, 
and place them bodily before Sir Joseph Pease and 
his confreres, thus giving them an ocular demon- 
stration of the futility of the outery they have 
raised against the “consumption of opium.:+ However, 
I could do the next best thing, Ihave been able to induce 
them to allow me to have some of them photographed. 
‘These photographs are included in this book, though the 

do but scant Justice to the originals in flesh and blood. 
These men have been selected for service in Nyassa Land, 
not so much for ther splendid appearance, as for their being 
of good character and having almost a clean bill of health, 
the East African Company having made a particular 
request that men likely to fall sick should not bo sont, 
Most of the men are between 24 and 85 years of 
age, and haye seen service in Afghanistan, Burma, 
Egypt and onthe N. W. Frontier, for which they wear 
medals, ‘They are regular opium-eaters, and though they 
have been consuming it almost since their birth, those 
amongat them who are most addicted to its use are men who 
have seen much hard service in several campaigns without 
ever having been onthe sick list fora single day. They 
told me that in time of war they required double or treble 
the quantity they now take- as they the could fight better 
and do any amount of hard work. ‘These are a few specimens 
of the degraded and emaciated consumers of opium? As 
already stated, opium is largely used by the Sikhs, Rajputs, 
Mahomedans, Marathas and other martial classes in 
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India, and it behoyes the responsible rulers of the country to 
carofully woigh tho political dangér that. ney bo created by 
any attompt to suppress the consumption of this drug, 


As already stated my chiof object in this paper has been 
to give a pretty large numbor of concrelo instances showing 
tho physical and other condition of the gonerality of opium 
consumers, though L havo, in passing, briefly referred to 
tho other points of the controversy on opium. But even 
as regards my chicf aim, 1 regret that owing to the very 
limited space of time (about two months) during which {had 
todo the work, toa recurrence of my illness and to the 
expected assistance not forthcoming, J could not propare 
and bring it out in the extended form 1 had intended, 
Among the difliculties I had to contend with was the ex- 
treme unwillingness of the opin consumers to allow them- 
selves to bo photographed and to give short accounts of 
thoir past and present lives—tho unwillingness arising from 
a dread that all this was being done with a’ view to their 
identification for the purpose of proventing them in future 
from taking opium. But 1 hope to be able to revert to the 
whole subject again in a more oxhaustiye form ona future 
occasion, 

Thoro beg to express my acknowledgments to the Medical 
gentlemen and others who have, at great loss of time and 
money, holped mo in this matter. 

RUSTOM PESTANJL JEUANGIR, 
Nepian Sea Roan, 
Bombay, let March 1893, 


OPINIONS OF LEADING MEDICAL MEN. 





We, the undersigned Medical Practitioners in Bombay,’ 


having expressed a desire—in consequence of a letter that 
appeared in the Times of India, of the 14th January last, 
ve. the Opium question—to see the opium smoking houses of 
Bombay, Mr, Rustom Vestanji Jehangir, of Her Majesty's 
Bombay Opium Department, kindly tock us there, We had 
to go for several days in order to visit. all the shops. We 
went there at all hours of the day and night without giving 
any previous notice. We record below what came under 
our observation and inquiry in the course of our visits. 


In each house there were from 15 to '75 smokers, Thoy 
were of all ages, from 20 to 80 years of age and were 
chiefly Mahomedans and Hindus, a few Chinamen, and two 
Parsis, In all-there were about half-a-dozen old women in 
the houses, but no young girls were seen. - 


Several professions were represented—vaide or native 
doctors, musicians, beggars, tailors, carpenters, lascars, petty 
shop-keepers, &c. 

A few were smokers of a few months,’ but the majority 
wore of 10 to 40 years’ standing and upwards. 


They each purchased from one anna to four annas, and 
in some rare cases, as much asa rupees worth of chundool, 
We did not see any man affected by the use of opium, In 
our opinion opium is not atall intoxicating, but on the 
contrary, it hag a sedative effect. 


Cases of emaciation from the effects of opium wore not 
observed. 


A fow men looked dissipated and withered, ‘Tho cause - 


of it was insufficient food and excessive indulgence in opinm 


as also in ganja, bhang, and liqtor, In most of such cages , 


the dissipated and withered were over 6U years of age. 
Most of the smokerg were cheerful, robust and well 
conditioned. 
_ From personal observation and inquiry, we think that 
opium-smoking’ or eating as practised by the majority of 
people who use the drug, is not carried to excess, 
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Whatever the effects of the excessive use of the drug 
may bo, when taken in moderation it is positively benoficial 
under certain conditions. Jven in case of abuse whatever 
may be to the individual, itis much less harmful to socicty 
‘than alcohol. In our opinion, there aro reasons connocted 
with climate, disease, food, products of tho country, manner 
of lifo, habits, and customs why people of India uso opium, 


Opium is also taken by many as a harmless luxury. 


In our opinion, opium docs not cause sterility. Most of 
the smokers were married men and had children. 


“The smokers were able to answer questions clearly and 
readily. ‘Their statements were taken down in writing by 
Mr, . D. Hughes in our presence. 


The smokera seemed to be unanimous on one point viz ; 
that opium-smoking or eating docs not injure those who 
are well fed as it injures the starving. hoy also seemed 
to be unanimous that dry opium was absolutely necessary 
for thenf. 


In conclusion, it is our firm belief that if the cultivation 
and use of opium wore to be prohibited the people would 
surely take to aleghol which would be a change very much 
for the worse, 

(Sd.) I. N. SEERWAL, Lo. & 8. 

(y) M.D. CAMA, tm&s, 

(,,) M. BR. SNHTINA, um & 8. 

(,,) MERWANJI CAWASJI, u. mM. & % 


Bombay, 8th March 1808. 
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-Surgeon-Major D.N. Parakh, M. R. 0. P., 1. R. ©. P., 
ofthe Indian Medical Department at Bombay, says +—In 
my opinion, the evil effects mentioned in the English papers, 
in English books, and paraded so widely in the speeches of 
certain enthusiasts whose bigotry and real or protended zeal ' 
for the good of all other nations, but their own place them.on 
a par with anti-viviscctionists, anti-vaccinationists aud such 
like fanatics, and thus render them in the opinion of sober- 
minded people utterly incapable of calmly searching aftor 
truth, are grossly exaggerated. [ sukmit this opinion as 
founded on personal observation in hospital and private 
practice and amongst patients suffering from various diseases 
and injuries. Amongst these I met some opium-caters of 
the very worst class, that is, those taking the largest 
quantity habitually. ‘To answer all your questions I will 
consider the effects on the differont sots of organs and 
systems seriation. 


Moderate indulgence in the opium habit has not such an 
injurious effoct on the digestive functions of the Ngtives of 
India as it has on those of Europeans, Beyond producing 
dryness of the mouth, constipation and slight impairment of 
the appetite, it has not seemed to me to produce any vory 
injurious consequences in that direction, |The appetite is 
diminished but it is not lost, Indeed the diminution of the 
appetite is in most cases sought afier by somo people, who, 
not getting enough food, seek: 10 be oblivius to the pangs of 
hunger by taking opium which enables them, just as coco 
does to the American Indians, to go without food for a long 
lime without sufforing. The constipation is never so great 
ae it could not easily be remedied by drugs or suitable 
dict, 


Lhave never observed any evil effects produecd ou the 
respiratory organs by the habit. Indecd in many eases re~ 
spiratory troubles already existing have been soothed by the 
periodical dosing with the drug. The habit is often 
acquired for the relief of chronic-cough, As regards circulatory 
disturbances [ have not noticed anything more serious than 
flashing of the face, slighy albumeimuia owing to varying 
blood pressure in the vessels of the kidney, und sweats dao to 
tolexation of the vessels of the skin. ‘The latter symptom is, 
no doubt, eahansting, but the cold sweats and excessive 
sweating described in boolts are scon only in books, 
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If more serious offects are produced than those above 
described, the cases come undor a difforont category alto- 
gether. They are not simply opium habitues. Thoy are these 


pine addicted to drink or ganja smoking, or predisposed by 


heredity to insanity, ©. 6 2. ee ee ee 
the Htndoos and Mahomedans who, liko other dark races 
can tolerate the use of opium to a remarkable oxtent, I 
have in common with many of my professional brothers over 
and ovor again noticed the markod difference between Luro- 
pean and Native children and adults as regards their tolerance 
of ordinary doses of opium given medicinally and for the first 
time’in their lives, ‘The Native baby can bear a dose which 
would kill a European baby. So little is this fach known 
even to European doctors practising in India that very often 
they are afraid to give full doses to Native babies. A Euro- 
pean professional brother some years ago so far forgot him- 
self ag to charge me most unjustly for having given an over- 
dose of opium to a Native baby. The dose, far from proving 
to be tog large erred on the side of being too small for the 
particular case, ‘The Doctor learned a double lesson on that 
occasion ; one was that he might be more charitable to his 
professional brother and the other was that there was a 
difference in the tolerance of opium between the fair and the 
dark vacos, It ida well-known fact that Native babies-in- 
arms aro very often dosed with opium by their mothers in 
order to keep them quict and appease thoir hunger whilst 
thoy are out ut work, perhaps for half the day, On their 
return, thoy us a rule, find thom both alive and kicking and 
none tho worse for heayen knows how much opium in weight 
they may have talon and none the worse for being thus 
humanely cheated out of their nourishment and their 
mothors caresses, 2. 6 6 2 ww Native adults 
bear likewise much larger doses than European adults 
and the cerobrel disturbances produced in some Suro- 
pean adults by oven moderato doses aro nevor soon 
in Natives, Al these facts must bo borne in mind 
by anti-opiumists who soom io be able to sco only the 
one side of tho shield. A habit which may be vory injurious 
in Europe and to Efropeans may Sc comparatively harmless 
to Natives of India ; this fect has becn hammered iniv their 
brains by abler mon than myself; but it seems thal nothing 
short of a surgical operation will enable it to find ontrance 
thorein, Thore is not such a very injurions influence oxorted 
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by the opium habit’ upon the reproductive system as 18 
alleged—certainly not in India. In males small doses act wn 
fact rather beneficially than otherwise. Opium is sometimes 
taken by the Natives (though this use of the drug could not 
of course be by any meana defended morally speaking) 
fo stimulate the sexual appetite and increase the sexual 
desire and prolong the sexual act and give rise to a 
highly voluptuous play of the imagination; it is also 
taken to remedy sexual debility. So long as mode- 
rate doses are taken these effects are produced 1o some 
extent. Long continued excessive doses may _ produce 
the reverse affects no doubt. But here wo must distinctly 
understand that we are discussing the ordinary opium 
habit such as we see in Bombay and are not consider- 
ing acute or chrome opium poisoning. In tho case of 
females in my experience at the Obstetric Hospital in 
Bombay, I never observed the habit giving rise to 
incapacity for sexual enjoyment or sterility, Beyond 
irregularities of menstruation the habit seamed not to 
interfere with the reproductive function, Excessivesdoses of 
opium may produce eyil results in a pregnant woman ; but so 
would any other excess cause miscarriage. In this mattor 
also I have no doubt, race and individual peculiarities play an 
important part ; European women more prone to miscarry 
for various causes may be more injuriously affected by the 
habit than Native women amongst whom tho artificial modes 
of living which are the fertile causes of the interruption of 
pregnancy are happily not yet introduced to a great extent, 

You ask whether opium produces emaciation and short 
ness of life and moral degradation or not, A superficial obsorver 
would at once answer in the affirmative. The habitues that 
are seen in a hospital are emaciated, arc short lived and are 
not morally what they should be, Of some of the well-to- 
do habitues even the same may be affirmed. But if the 
causes that led to these two classes of habitues to take opiunt 
be investigated, it will be found that of the hospital cases 
some haye taken to the habit beoause as I said before they 
could not get enough to eat and wanted by its moans to 
appease the cravings of a to a certain extent; others haye 
done go to relieve their pafns and aches, There are many 
Natives living in the most abject poverty in damp, close hot, 
ill-ventilated rooms in crowded and filthy loculitics, 
Amongst other things they suffer from painain the calves of 
the legs, pains in the back and often general pains all over 
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the body,’ A barber diligently shampooing a poor emaciated 
being a la mode is a sight noi ‘unfrequently seen in the 
Bombay Bazars, This is one way, of relioving these pains, 
Another way is to fake opium. As the conditions remain 
‘the same the pains becomo chronic anda chronic remedy 
° go to say is found in the opium habit. Of the well-to-do 
habitues some take it. to excite their faded sexual power, others 
to increase their existing sexual power, and others again for 
the relief of some chronic painful malady. Now to any 
one who can think calmly and dispassionately it will soon 
appear that it is not so much the habit itself as the causes 
for which it is acquired, that is answerable for the emaciation, 
the shortening of life and the moral degradation, No causes 
can be more potent to produce these evil effects than semi~ 
starvation, painful diseases and sexual oxcesses. Barring the 
case of those who take opium for the immoral purposes 
above indicated, the habit in the other cases, in the 
absenco of proper medical attendance, in the absence 
of good and sufficient food and in the absence of wholesome 
hygenic’surroundings would tend to lengthen the otherwise 
fast shortening life or at any rate to soothe the way to the 
graye, ‘The drug then acts as a blessing in some cases and 
ia a curse only to those who abuse it. 


: Dr. B. J. Damania in charge Civil Hospital of Cutch- 
Bhuj, writes :—“ rom my porsonal oxporionce extonding 
over a period of twelve yearsin the Proyinco of Cutch—a 
rovince inhabited by Rajputs and others—where opium is 
largely consumed, I can say that its use far from boing 
injurious to health is bonoficial to thousands of people. 


Opium is a necessity under certain conditions. 


F P is a cheap harmless luxury if taken 
in moderation, . ‘ . . ‘ . : : 
Jf the drug bo with-held fron the Indians except under 
Physicians’ prescriptions the state of thousands of thom 
would be worse than ever. Porsons suffering from want 
of food will not be gble to appease their hunger specially 
in times of famine. Persons having to undergo gront physical 
fatigue will not be able to render thomselves fit for hard 
work. Persons after their hard day’s work will be deprived 
of a luxury of which they would partake with friends and 
relations, 
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Persons who take it ad a preventive fot fever, ague 
arid other diseases will be depitvet of the benefit of 2 cheap 
drug. : 

The eyil however would not end here. Prohibition: 
of the cultivation of opium will drive the consumers to take 
to alcohol and othor destructive drugs. © 


In my opinion the anti-opiumists are carrying on the 
crusade from shere ignorance of the subject. They are 
making themselves ridiculous in_ attempting to achieve 
success by advancing absurdities and impossibilities. 

: oe Any attempt to check the growth of 
opium will create wide-spread discontent amongst the 
Natives of India, 


xyil 
OPINIONS OF POLICE OFFICERS.** 


Mr, IH, Brewin, one of the oldest, Police Officers of great 
experience and local knowledgo in the Bombay Police eres, 
saya — 
41) A largo porcentage of those who frequent the 
opium smoking houses in Bombay ave artizans, 


(2) In my i rg oxtending over 22 years I 
cannot call to mind a single case in which 
opium was the origin of any offence committed. 


+ (8) Lheve no statistics before me, but so far as my 
knowledge goes I do not believo there has beon 
an increase in the number of those indulging in 
this drug. 


(4) The use of am is not much abused in Bombay, 
There are a few who indulgo in it, moro freely 
than is good for them, but they are only excop- 

« tions, Most of those who frequent the Bombay 
shops partake of opium moderately, 


(6) Rarely women attend to those who frequont these 
shops. ‘Tho servants are mon. In two or throe 
cases T"have seen womon serving in these places, 
but they aro allaboyetho ago of 50. 


Mr. J. Macdormolt who is also ono of tho oldest Police 
Officers in the Bombay Police Force and who has had much 
exporionce of tho opiuin consimers in Bombay fully ondorsos 
Mr, Browin's views and adds that he would rathor that the 
frequonters of liquor shops also took to opium instead of to 
intoxicating drinks as ho never had any trouble with an 
opium eater, 

Another Police Officer of great experience, says :~- In my 
‘opinion it will bo a great blundor to close the opium smoking 
houses in Bombay. ‘The opium consumers mostly belong to 
.the working classes and alter their day's work they neod 
some stimulant. If they are deprived of opium—wluch in 
my opinion is a harmless luxury, ghey will take to alcohol 
ganja or bhang., I have never known an opium eater having 
dono harm to any other porson. 


*Tho above opinions have boon quotad oa the officord spoale from long peraonal 
experience, 
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NOTE DESCRIBING THE MANUFACTURE OF CHANDUL 
AND MADAT AND THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE 
PREPARATIONS OF OPIUM ARE SMOKED, 


CHANDUL, 


A pound of crude opium, and half a pound of the refuso 
scraped from the Chandul pipes after 
they have been smoked, ara dissolved in 
about five pounds of water, The mixture is thon boiled and 
strained through a piece of cotton stuff, and again boiled 
until the water has all evaporated, The residue is made 
into a cake at the bottom of the vessel used in the boiling 
process, and the oil remaining in it is consumed by the 
yessel being inverted over a flame, The cake is next re-div- 
solved in about 4 pounds of water, and boiled until the 
liquid is reduced to about one-half of its original bulk. The 
preparation so obtained is known as “ chandul.” * 


Manufacturo 


The smoker takes a quarter or half tola (i.e. 1/1¢th 
Manner in whio nit 02".0" 1/5th ox.) of chandul in a small 
i Manner in whi bit China ware cup, and by means of 1 
: iece of wire about six inches in length 
flattened at one ond, lifts a small quantity of the liquid and 
dries it over a lamp flame, repeating the process until he 
has obtained on the end of the wire a piece of the solidified 
fee of the sizeof a pon, This is placed above the 
ole in the bowl of the chandul pipe, and the smoker reclin- 
ing on a wooden bench or mat with his head supported by 
pillows or bolsters, applies a flame to the pipe and inhales 
the smoke through the pipe stem. 


MADAY. 


An ounce of crude opium is dissolved in five ounces of 
water “and boiled. ‘After the mixture has 

Mannitaniars, been strained through a piece of cotton 
stuff, and the liquid has been reduced to about half ite 
original bulk‘ by being Pr boiled,a quantity of the 
charred husk of Moong (akind of grain) is then thrown into it. 
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The husk which has been soakod in tho liquid is made‘into 
balls of the sizo of small marblés, and is then known as 
“madat.” 7 : 

‘The smoker takos one of the balls, and makes it into 

. . sovoral pills, he thon places ono of these 

4, Mauer im which i i the bowl of tho madat pipe, and 

applics a flame to it at the same time 

taking a whiff, when the pillis reduced toan ash. This 
process is repented with a fresh pill, and so on. 
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{IVES OF BOMBAY OPIUM SMOKERS, 





Syod Ulfat Hussein, a fairly woll-set-up man said it am 
a beggar and am fifty years ofage. Iwas born at Azimubad 
in Patna. L have smoked opmm for the past thirty years, 
I took to the habit in consequence of bad health, My 
carnings are about eight annas a day and t smoke between 
two and three annas worth of opm daily, If T do not take 
the opium, I feel very sick and miserable, but if I get my duily 
supply I have a good gppotite and feel cheerful, T was 
married and had one child but both wife and child are now 
dead. 


Bahadershaw Balashaw who sccmed to enjoy tho best of 
health said: Tam 55 yeas of age. Lam now a mendicant. 
Formorly, { had a chundovl heonco in Nassick. 1 began to 
smoke opium sixtcen years ago on the advice of a dootor 
who was attonding me for asthma, The asthma does not 
trouble mo as long as | get the chudool but whon L go up- 
country and cannot get it my old complaint returns Aftor I 
havo smoked chundool T do not feck in the least intoxicated: on 
the contrary, [ am quite activo and could oasily walk twolyo 
or fifteen miles, Lam yery strong and will Lit any weight 
you like to give me; but L could not do it without chandool, 
L havo three children but none of them smoke chundool. 
Toarn from 12 annas to one mpee a day and spend tivo 
annas of my daily earnings on chwndool. 


, Shoik Abdul Sheik Rehman, « tolorably healthy: looking 
min suid: Cama lascar, My age is 30. “L began smoking 
clewrdool when I was sixticen, t was then suffering from 
inteetnal colic and dysentery and wout 10a deetor who gave 
me some medicine, But as it did nat do mo any good ho gavo 
mo opimn, Since thon I have always smoked chxndool 
as C find it docs mo more good then eating day opium ; tho 
Totter always gives ime flatulence.  Wyor ‘since I havo 

~~ talcon, ehundool I have had good health and a goud appetite. 


Ha patton has no food and is starving then he would be 
‘x : 
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injured by smoking chundool but a man who has good food 
isnot injured at all. I efrn about eight annas a day and 
smoke about teri pice worth of chundool every day. I am 
a married man but have no family. 


Sheik Husscin Sheik Hamad, who appoared to have a 
good constitution stated: Iwas born in Indore. I &m 40. 
I started to smoke chundoul fifteen or sixteen years ago. 
I learnt the habit from some friends. My earnings average 
six annas a day and I spend about two annas in ehundool, 
I was formerly a farmer in Indore but when my parents died 
I became a mendicant. 1 work five or six hours a day and 
always have good health, 


Baldey Parsadi, a well-built man said: I am a Purdasi, 
and was born at Agra. Iamabout 40. Formerly I was a 
railway porter but now [ work at Docks. I have smoked 
chundool for the last eighteen yeaxs. I took to it in conso- 
quence of pains in my chest which were caused by a fall 
while I was in the the railway service. Since taking to the 
habit, I have had very good health. If I gaye up taking 
it Ishould be sick. When] am away and unable to get 
chundool I get asthma. I smoke about two annas worth of 
chundool every day. 


Premji Devji, a well-set-up young man said: I am 28, 
I took to smoking chundool three years ago. I was thon 
suffering from diarrhoea and my uncle who had smoked 
chundool for the last twenty years advised me to try it, 
I am a sweatmeat seller, and carn about ion unnas a day 
pig spend-two annas in chwndool, I work about six hours 
a day, 


Ibrahim Joseph, a good specimen of his raco said: I be- 
long to Kutch Mandvi and am 50 years of age. I am a tailor, 
and earn from Rs, 40 to Its. 60 2 month. I smoke four 
annas woith of chwndool cyory day. I acquired tho habit 
twenty-five years ago from some friends, It always gives 
me strength, I work seven hours a day and if Idid not 
get tho chundool I should die. I am a maricd man and 
have four childron; none of thom smolte chundool. 


Fazul Khan‘Kher Khan, a somewhat thin but healthy- 
looking man, of. bright disposition staicd: 1 am 50 years ta 
and wasborn at Nagar. I am a Victoria driver and work tavolvo 
hours a dav. T earn from eieht annns tan mimen a daw and 
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spend two annas of itin chundool. I learnt the habit from 
friends thirty yoars ago. If I did not, smoke chundool.I 
should not be able to work. I am married and have five 
children, tis not true that chwndool intoxicates a man; 
‘but it makes him cheorful and happy. 


Htassein Syed Nasib, a sturdy young fellow said ; T was 
born at Kutch Mandvi. Iam 36 and have been a smoker of 
chundool for ten years. I work about seven hours a day. 
I make about threo annas and get my food. I smoke about 
two annas worth of chuncdool evory day, because it gives mo 
an, appetite and makes me feel well. 


Cassam Hyderbeg, a bright, intclligent-looking man 
stated: I ama maker of tooth picks and am 38 years of age, 
I make four or five annasa day and regularly spend two 
annas in climdool which | have smoked for about twenty 
years. Some friends intrgduced me to tho practice. I have 
always had good health sihco [ took 40 smoking it, 


Rama Gunesh, apparently 2 man of activo habits said: 
I was born at Goa and am 50 years old. Iam a goldsmith 
and got three annas a day and my food, I work six hours 
a day. I took to smoking chundool twonty years ago and 
smoke about three pice worth a day. I learnt the habit from 
somo frionds, 


_ . Mahomed Ilussein Ali, a woll developed Mahomedan 
said: Twas born at Delhi and am 80 yenrsofage. By trado 
Tam a gold ombroideror, and carn ton annas a day in which 
I work sovon hours. I havo acquired tho habit of smoking 
ohundool from friends five years ago, but T am not a regular 
amoker, When I take chundool I smoke threo annas worth 
atatime, My health is vory good, 


Abdoola Cwrim said ; Iwas born in Bombay and am now 
. 65 years ofage, Tam a Victoria drivorand work thirteen 
hours a day, Ihave smoked chwndool for the lost thirty 
years. My daily carnings,aro from twelvo annas to one 
“ rupoe, T smoke about threo annas worth of chandool overy 
day. IfI did not smoke it, I should get sick and not bo able 
to do my work. 1 dm married and have sovoral children but 
none of them smoke. 
Kaloo Noor Mahomed stated: I am 87 years of age. 


“I work for my brother, an hotel-keepor who gives me my 
food and eight annas a day. I learnt to smoke chwadool 
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twenty-two years ago from a friend who then held a 
chundool licence. I smoke three or four annas worth of 
opium every day. I work scven hours a day but could not 
do half of my work if J did not have tho ehundool. 


Yakoot Noor Mahomed, a well-built, young man, of - 
healthy appearance stid: Mangrole,in Kathiawav is mg native 
place I am 25 years of age. J ama bottle seller and make 
about eight annasa day. I took to smoking cfundool hy 
way of a luxury five years ago. When J first took io habit 
T consumed two annas worth a day but now I smoke three 
annas worth, Twork from sixio soven'hours a day. ‘The 
chundaol gives me 2 good appetite and keoys me in very 
good health; if L did not smoke it I should not bo able to 
walk, 


Ali Mahomed Soomar, who appeared to be in_vory good 
health and had plenty of flesh on his bones sinted: | am a 
native of Vorawal, Kattiawar and tim 88 yeurs of age. Tam 
a bottle-sellor and work five hours a day during which [ 
make eight annas. When I first learnt to smoke from some 
friends eight years ago, I smoke only six pice worth of 
chundool but now I take three annas wortha day. If I 
leave off chundvol [ feel pains in my body but as soon as 
T take it again it makes me active and fit for work. 


Mahomed Cassum, a medium-sized, bright, healthy. 
looking man said: 1am 60, [ama Victoria driver, and ovr 
from Ks, 2 to Rs 8a day and work from twelve to fourteon 
howsa day. About twenty yearsago I was suffering from 
piles and on the advice of friends took to opium, 1 keop 
all sight as long as | smoke ehwadool but when IJ leave it oft 
I get sick and cannot do my work. I sinoke from two to 
three annas worth a day. 1 have one child; my wifo is dead, 


Bava Sahib Ismail, a fleshy, well-sot-up man said: 
J was born in Sholapore and am 40 years of uge, I was a ° 
weaver in Sholapore and come to Bombay to find work, but 
as not having succeeded in gettittg omploymont as a woaver, 
I now earn my living as a musician. I earn from cight annas 
to one rupee a day and smoke four pice worth of opium 
daily. learnt the habit from a friend in Sholaporo, 
Formerly, I used 10 smoke only two pice worth. I am married 
and have five children ; nono of them smoke ehundool. My 
appetite is good whon 1 get chundool regularly, but not - 
otherwise. 
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Kheryo Per Mahomed, a tall, muscular man stated: 
T was born at Aurangabad, and am 80 years of age, I ama 
butcher and earn from ten to twelve annag a day. Tam mar 
ried and havo to children. I hayo smoked ehwndvol for tho 
last oleven years Some friends taught me tho habit. Formerly 
I smoked five annas worth aday, now I havo decreased tho 
quantity to two annas for T cannot afford to spond more. 1 
work cloyen hours a day, but T could not do my york if I 
did not get opium. 1 left offsmoking some timo ago but as 
I got diarrhoea I had to tako to it again, 


Malook Kanjec, a good-looking, poworful young fellow 
anid > I belong to Kattiawar and am 20 years of ago. Tam 
a Victoria driver, and carn about twelve annas a day. 
I work from ton o'clock in the morning till six in the evening, 
and from eight at night till cightin the morning. I have 
smoked chwndool for the last two years and could not do 
half the work I now do ifpl did not take it. 


Lampow Assoo, a bright, healthy-looking Chinaman 
said: Tam 51 years of ago. I am proprietor of this ehundool 
shop and earn from Ks. 80 to Rs 50a month. I havo boon 
thirty years in Bombay and contracted tho habit of 
chundoot smoking twenty years ago. I smoke from tayo to 
six annaswortha day  Ttakeitas a luxwy. 1 am very 
healthy and have a good appetite. Iam a married man and 
havo ono child, 


Salu Mahomed Ismail, thin, and not vory bright, enid ; I 
was born in Mauritius 85 yours ago | was formorly a grain 
merchant there, but am now a tulor,and carn from twelve 
annig to one rupee aday. Lhavesmoked chundool for the 
last twonty years. | usod to smoke between Re, 1 and 
Rs, 1-4-0 worth overy day but now I smoko only two annas 
worth, I work seven hours a day. ! haye never tried to do 
without chandool because | know if I leayo it off, I shall 
suffor and not be able todo my work. 


Odhvadass Homraj, tin but oxtromoly bright and 
choorful suid: I am a native of Shikarpur and am 80 yours 
old. Iam on indigg dealor and earn about Ke La day, I 
havo smoked chundool for a year and a half and’ now 
smoke two annas worth a day. I learnt tho habit from 
frionds. I also take ganja when I feel sick. I work ton 
hows a day, If Govornment close the chundéol shops, I shall’ 
bo porfectly satisfied to take dry opium. 
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+ Khivji Moolje, a thick set man said: I was born at 
Porebunder and am 82 years of age. Iam employed by my 
uncle who is a‘Pearl broker, and 1 work seven or cight hours 
aday. I learnt to smoke chundool one and ahalf years ago 
from some friends. I smoke two annas worth a day, Wher 
I cannot get chundool 1 take dry opium, 1 should ,not bo 
ablo to do my work if I do not take opium. I am marricd 
and havg one daughter, whois cight years of age. 

Gotrungar Motigur, in good condition for his years said ; 
I was born at Benares and am 60 years old. I am a 
mendicant and make from cight annas to two mpecs a day. 
I acquired the habit of chundool smoking 40 years ago, and 
formerly smoked from twelve annas to one rupee’s worth of 
chundool daily ; I now smoke four annas worth, My health 
is very good, 

Latiff Ismail, well-formed and in fair condition said, I 
belong to Kutch Mandvi and am 3 years of age. | am a 
fireman, and get Rs. 18 a month, When I am on shoro I 
drive a Victoria, and work sixteon or seventeen hours a day. 
T learnt to smoke chundool twelve years ago, but I am nota 
regular smoker. When at sea, I take dry opium—about 
one pice worth aday. When onshore, ] smoke four or fivo 

ice worth of chundool daily, but would smoke moro if [ 
ad more leisure time. I am married and havo ono son, 

Cassum Mir Hamad Mir, a tall, stalwart man said; I 
come from Kattiawar and. am 86 years old. I am a tailor, 
work soven or cight hours daily, and carn cight annas a day, 
I have smoked madat for tho last fivo years, I tako it as a 
luxury. Iam healthy and have a good appetite. I am 
married, and have got three children, 

Goolab Russool, nice looking old man and apparontly 
in good condition said: I was born at Baroda and am 65 
years of age, I am a mondicant and get four or six annas a 
day and my food. I go out begging about five hours a day, 
Ibegan to smoke madaé thirty years ago, I took it for 
piles and it has cured me. I simoko four annas worth of 
madut daily. 1 have two children, 

Mahomed Chotoo, a powerfully-buéli man said: Tam 
25 and was bornin Bombay. I ama dock labourer and carn 
nineannasa day, I have smoked madat for tho last two yonra, 
T smoke two annas worth a day. I learnt the habit from 
friends, My work lasts the whole night, and Iam always 
able to do it, 


Va 


Peroo Mir Alam Khan, tall, well-built, said: L wos born 
in Quetta, and am 40 years ofage. Lam a cook ina hotel 
and earn from ton annas to one rupee a day. I work about 
ten hours. I began to smoke madat four years ago. Somo 
friends learnt mo the habit. Ismoke about four pico worth 
of shadat daily. If government close the smoking houses 


I shall take dry opium, 


Suloman Tar, in very fair condition stated : I belongto 
Bombay and am 80 years of age. I am a coal-scller and earn 
six annas a day. I haye smoked madat for cight years. 
Formerly, I smoked eight annas a day but I have reduced the 
quantity to three annas, becauso I could not afford more, 
Tacquired the habit from friends, I work from seven to nine 
hours a day and am always fit todo my work when I take 
madat, Tf I did not take it I should want two men to carry 
me out of this place. 


Kalethan Nathikhan, a wonderfully fine old man 
said: [was born at Joypore, and am 70 years of age, I am 
a serang in the service of the P. and O, Oo., and earn 
from Rs, 80 to Rs, 86 a month. I learnt the habit of 
madat smoking from friends twenty years ago, and smoke 
four annas worth a day. IT work cight hows. Iam a 
married man and havo had seven children but two of 
thom aro dead. 


Phamdandass Jugundass, well-built and of cheorful 
disposition said: Iwas born at Faizabad and am 80 years 
of age. I ama mendicant and get a little money and my 
food and clothes. I started to smoke madat ton yours ago 
but lam not a regular smoker, 


Aftor smoking soveral balls of madaé this man played 
the sitar and sang some nativo songs, in clear ringing voice. 


Ali Bakat, well-developed, bright and intelligent said : 
I come from Tehoran and am 80 years old, I am a bakor 
and carn from twelve annas*to two rupees a day. I began 
to smoke madat ten years ago. Iwas then suiforing from 
oyesight and was adyjsed by friends to take it. Since taking 
it my oyesight and general health has improved. I smoke 
six pice worth a day. Tormerly I took diy opium. 


_ _ Temail Ahnas, strong active, said: I was horn in Muscat 
and am 40 years of age. Lama Victoria driver and carn 
from twelve annas to ono rupeo a day, I commenced 
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ambking madat twenty years ago for asthma, Since taking 
it, I have not been tronBled with that complaint. _Ismoke | 
from five to six annag worth a day. I am married and 
haye three children. I work ten hours a day, 


Gophur Baba, a handsome, man of fine-physique said : 
I was born at Rajapur in Rutnaghiri and am 50 years of age. 
I amthe owner of a fdééimar and make from Ra. 500 to 
Rs, 1,000 ayear. I havesmoked madat for tho last seven 
years. I took to it to reduce myself as I was too fat. 
I take four pice worth daily. Since taking it I am_ loss 
corpulent but my appetite is very good. Before taking 
opium [ could not do my work. 


Suleman Cassum, tall und strong, said: I come from 
Rajapur in Rutnaghiri and am 50 years of age I am a 
dyer and earn fromeight annas to one rupee a day. I 
took to smoking madué several tycars ago, on account of 
rheumatism. ‘I am now much better and enjoy good health. 
I smoke from two to four pice worth of madaé every day, 
I am married and have one child. 


Rama Mahadoo, of medium heightand good condition 
seid: I am 40 years of age and come from Hyderabad. 
Tama dyer and earn from ten.to twelve annas a day. I 
work cight or nine hours, I bogan to smoke muetdaé six or 
seven years ago for rheumatic pains, Since taking it? Lam 
feeling well and have a good appetite, Ismoke four pice worth 
of madata day. Tam fants and havo four childron., 


Kisimgur Barogir, strong, bright and healthy, snid: 
was born at Benares, and.am 45 yews old. 1 am a_ stdoo 
and got a little money and my food, ‘twenty years ago, I 
suffored from enlargement of the spleen and piloy and was 
advised by a friend to take opium, I took to'it, and hayo 
beon much better ever since; but if I loaye off taking it my + 
old complaint returns. I smoke two or threo pice worth 
madat eyery day, . 


Balishah Casimghab, a poor wenkly looking man said: 
LT come from FHyderabad and am 20 years old, “Lam wilyer 
and carn from cight to twelvo annas a day. Twas suffering 
from dyspepsia w year ago, and in consequence took. to nucda. 
1 smoke two pie wortha day, Since tuking madat, Tam. 
feeling very much better. 
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Narsaod Rama, rather thin, but bright and intelligont, 
said: I was born in Bombay and amr 20 yens ofage. Lama 
mill-hand and cam Rs, 15 per month. Lbegan to smoke 
madat six months back, but I don’t smoke every day. 
I took to it as I was suffering fiom indigestion. When 
1 smoke I take two pico woth of madat. I am feeling better 
since taking to it. 


Din Mahomed Abdul Reheman, a good specimen of his 
race, said: I come from Nagpur and am 40 years old. 
Tama keallassi and earn eight aunasa day. I have smoked 
madat for the last twelve years. A hakim advised me to 
take opium for intestinals colic, and an enlarged spleen. 
I packs four pice worth of madata day, and now feel very 
well. 


Kurrim Khan Ghoree Khan, a man, standing about six 
foet high, of healthy appearance said: I come from Delhi 
and am 40. Iam a bricktaycr and carn onerupeo a day. 
‘Twenty years ago, a Toctor in Bhussaval recommended me 
to take opium for rheumatism from which I was then 
suffering, Sinco talking it, the heumatic pains haye not 
troubled me, & smoke two annas worth of madut daily, 


Allabuku Pir Goolam, a good-looking and apparently in 
thoroughhealth, said: Tama native of Benares and am 80 
years old. Tama hawker and carn from cight to ten annas 
aday. I have smoked for ien yous. Liake about two 
annas worth a day. Whon I don't take it 1 feel lazy and 
unable to do my work. 


Cassum Joseb, in fairly good condition, said: T belong 
to Kaltiawar and am 80 yeas of age. T am a fint-seller and 
make Ra, 20 a month, T took to smohing macdud fowteen, 
yours ago on account of having an enlaiged liver. If I leave 
off smohing the pain ichuns.  T smoke thico annas worth 

sof madat daily, 1am maticd and got two clildren, 


Sandoo Sarviji, apparonjly in good health, said: [ am 
40 and was born in Bombay, Iam a milk-man and eam 
twelve aunasaday. | was advised to take madué threo years 
ago for rheumatism. * I smoke two nee worth a day. Ido 
not got tho rheumatic pains now. | have good appetite and 
my general health is very good. 
+ Pookaram Mahipatram, in far conditin said: Tam 
80 and belong to Satara, I ama Dock labowo and carn 
A 
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beggar and earn ahout ten annasa day and food: T go owk 
begging between seyon arfd ten hours duly. 1 have smoked: 
madat as a luxtuy for the last fifteen years. I smoke two 


annas worth a day, 


Ebrahim Balaram, rather delicate-looking, said; I’ 
belong to Caloutta and am 22 years of age. 1 was Yormerly a 
measurer of giound but am now getting my living by, 
begging, as 1 cannot find a situation ou account of ill-health. 
1 have smoked madat for fever for the last two years. I 
smoke an annas woth daily. 


Mahomed Jaffer, tall, bright-looking, but not very qirong 
said: Iwas born at Janjira and am 85 yeas of ago. I was 
formerly a lascar, but am now a sub-licensee for the salo of 
madat and make about Rs,12 per month ‘len yearsago 1 
suffered from severe pains in my right side and consultod 
many doctors and spent much money on trying to get 
cured but without success. I was advised to take opium and 
since doing so my pains have disappemcd, I smoke about 
six pice woth of madat daly. I am married and have two 
shiltcon, ' 


Alishaw Mahomedshaw, bright, andi in good condition, 
said’; I belong to Allahabad and am 87 years of age. I am a: 
beetle-leaves scller and make nine annas a day, Ihave 
smoked madat for the last cight months. A friond advised 
mo to take it as I was sufforing from diarrhea. 1 smoke 
three pice worth a day,and am feoling much botlen Th 
am married and havo one child, 


Tlaji Aga Khan, a big well-built man, said: T am 
86 and belong to Bokhara Itake one pico worth of dry 
opium every day, as it keeps me activo. I attond to my 
worl: daily. Lam married and havo two children, 


Nazirshaw Omarshi, tall, and somewhat weakly, said: 
Tam 48 and was born at Hyderabad, I began to smoko 
madat for asthma ton years ago. I smoke six pice worth a 
day,.and feel well so long as I takoit. I earn my living by 
begging. . 

Abdoola Mahomed, a short, thick-set man of very happy 
disposition, said: I am 48 and come from Arabia. I was 
formerly a soldier in the Hyderabad army, but left it in 
consequence of ill-health, lam now caning my living by’ 
begging and make from six to eight annasa day, have 
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smoked madat for the last six years. I smoke about four pico 
woithaday. Iam marricd and hive one child, My heath 
has very much improved since { began smoking madat; aad 
Jam now trying to find out some employmont for me, \ 


. Mahomed Ismaol, well-presorved for his years, said: I 
was born i Ilydorabad and am 70 years of age. 1 ama 
coffeo-scllor and work eight hours a day. I have takm 
opium for the last forty years Formerly I smoked madat but 
now I take crued opium as it is cheaper. I tako opium asa 
luxury, I have two children and am quite happy, 


Yazir Shai, tall, and of fine physique, sad: J am 45 and 
ama native of Delhi. Iwasa Sowar in the Nizam’s Cavalry, 
but loftit on account of ill-health. I now make my living by 
begging and got about six annas a day and food I have 
smoked madat for the last ten years as a cure for asthma. 
It has done me much good butif I leave it off, my asthma 
returns. I smoko four pico worth a day. I am married 
and have one child. 


Abdool Karim, thin, but hoalthy and cheerful, said: 
I bolong to Ahmednaggar and am 80 years of ago. Iam 
an ear-cleaner, I have 4o move about in the town the whola 
day. Toarn from six io cight annasa day. IT take madat 
to keep away a cough fiom which 1 suffer. I have smoked 
madat for the last thico yeas, I take two o1 threo pico 
worth daily. { havo good appotite, 


Sokh Ohand Dada, short,but well-built, said: I am 
30 yoars of ago anil was born at ydorabatl Ihave smoked 
maces as a luaury for the past sia months. 1 smoke two 
pico worth a day. Lean my living by begging, My 
gonoral health is vory good, 


Haji Oosman, in fair condition, said: Iwas born at 
Poonn, and am 86 years of age. Lam a lascar, work ocight! 
hours a day and carn Rs, 15 a month, I‘ havo smoked 
madat as x luxwy for tho last ton years. I smoke tivo pice 
worth daily, Omum smoking has done me no harm, “My 
hoalth iy good and I have good appetute, Why should I loave 
off smohing ! 


Haji Vakir Mahomed, tall, and in good health, said: 
Tbolong to Kuich Mandvi and am 46 yems, old. I am a 
“hawker and earnien annas aday, Lhaye smoked madat 
aga luxury for the last fifteen, yoas, I smoke two annos 


14 


worth daily. IfI find that amoking docs mo harm, I will 
give it up. : . 

Telwar Bahadur, a‘fairly strong man, said: I was born 
a; Malwa and am 46 years of ago. Tama boggar and got’ 
about six annas a day and food. I began to smoke madat 
tvonty yoars ago. I smoke to annas worth of matfud » day. 
ltake it as a luxury. Igo out begging for five hours and 
ame times seyen hours a day. 


* Alivar Khan Kalekhan, somewhat delicate-looking, said 
Twas born at Gwaliar and am 30 years old. Iam a singer 
ond earn eight annas aday. I took to smoking madaé* as a 
luxury four years ago. Ismoke oncanna worth a day. My 
general health is good, but just at present, I have fover and 


fave takon no food. 


Mahomed Khan Goolam Khap, medium-sized man, in 
fiir condition, said; I am 35 yours of ago and was born in 
Delhi. When the Burmese Prince was dethroned, 1 was then 
in the Commissariat, but I am now working asa brick-layer 
and carncight annasa day. I began to smoke madaé fivd™ 
years ago. I took it for horina. 1am now very much boiter, 
and am able to do my work. I smoke two annas worth daily, 


Bahadur Khan Fatékhan, of medium hoight, heulthy 
appearance, and bright disposition, suid: Iam a nativo of 
Jabulpors andam 85 years ofage. I go out bogging and 
earn one rupee a day. Tivo yearsago, 1 was sufforing 
from lung complaint and took to smoking madat, I um 
much better now, but if I don't smoko 1 fecl vory bad, I 
smoke two annas worth every day, 


Hussoin Cassum, medium-sized, but strong: looking, said: 
Iam 30 years of age and come from Poona, 1am a dock 
labourer and earn trom nine to telyo annasa day. 1 havo 
smoked madat for the last two years. I learnt tho habit 
from friends. I smoke one anng worth of madat daily. J 
work about ten hours a day, 


Ramjan Bax, well-built, and of a very happy disposition, 
said: I come from Allahabad and am 39 years of age, 1 
am a hawker, and earn from ono rupee to ono rupeo and four 
annas a day. 1 have smoked madat asa luxury for tho last 
eight years. I smoke four annas worthaday, [am married * 
and have two children, My health is very good. ” 
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Scobhan Ruttonjec, small, but well-set-up, said: I boléng 
to Poona and my age is 85 years. “[am.a butcher and carn 
twelve annas a day, I have smoked ,madaé isa luxury for 
the last two months, I smoke four pice worth a day. For. 
merly I took ganja, but since taking to madut I have given 
itup. .My health is very good and I attend to my work 
regularly every day. 


Asgir Ally Nazir Ally, good-looking, well-built and very 
intelligent, said: I am 40 and belong to Patna. Iam a lascar 
in the P. & O. Company’s scrvice and earn Rs, 25 a month. 
Thave smoked mada for twelve years. I learnt the habit 
from friends, Ismoke two annas worth a day, when | am 
on shore but when at sea I do not smoke at all. 


Mohidin Salamat, apparently about 85 years of age, in 
good condition, said: I come from Madras, Ido not know 
ow oldI am, Iam a Iascar and earn from eight to ton 
annas a day. I have smoked madat as a luxury for the past 
ten years. I smoke cleven pice worth a day. My health, 
as well my appetite is very good. 


Goolubdass Laloobhai, a smart, good-looking young 
man, said: I come from Ahmedabad and am 27 years of age, 
1 am a lettor-writer and ear Rs. 16 a month. Ihave 
smoked chundool ns a luxury for the past five years. TI 
smoke four annas worth a day. Whon I go to my native 
country, I stop taking it. (or the first two or three days 
T miss it, but, aftor that the desire for it leaves mo, 1 am 
marriod and provide for my wife and also my mother, 


Baboo Sokh Amir Oola, bright, but in broken-health, 
said: L come from Delhi and am 45 years of ago. 1 mako 
my living by selling bectle-leaves, My carnings being from 
six to cight unnas a day, I work ten hours daily, [havo 
smoked chundool ag a luxury for the last ton years, I smoko 
five pice worth daily. Foxr years ago I tried to leava off 
the habit, but at once felt sick and so 1 took to it again, 


Khare Khin, & fine, handsomo old Arab objected at 
firsi to answer the questions put to him as he thought an 
agitation was being gotup to close the smoking houses. After 
_much persuasion, he stated that he was a hoyse-dealer ; that 
he had smoked two annas worth of chundool daily for the 
lagi six years, and that his health was very good, 
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* Mir Abbas Mir Khan Ally, 2 handsome-looking man of 
splendid phisique, said: I come from Lucknow, and am 55 
yeais of age. fam in the employ of a horse-dcaler and 
earn Ra, 1-8 a day. Ihave smoked chundool as a luxury 
for the past twenty years. I smoke five annas worth a day. 
If people get good food and chundool, it will novor hurt thew 
health, {& only injmes the starving. I keep very good 
health and am’ vouy strong. Hf you wish to gauge my 
strength I am wilhngto fight. I am mairicd and have three 
children. 


Abdool Rehman, iall, and not vay strong, said: T 
belong to Ajmere and am 39 yews of age. I havo sthoked 
chundool for the past cight years, I ‘took to it as I had 
asthma. I now feel very much better, but if I leave off 
chundool my old complaint rotuins and 1 pass rostless nights. 
T smoke four pice worth a day. 


Sekh Bahan, strong and healthy, stid: Iam 80 years of 
age, and come fiom Poona, Iam a fixeman in one of Mosers. 
Greaves Cotton’s Mills and carn Rs, 18 a month, I work 
six hours a day, 1 was suffermg from a a severe cough two 
years ago, and took to smoking chundool. I smoke one anna’s 
worth a day, and feel much better for it, 


Haji Sulleman, in splenchd condition for his ago, active, 
and intelligent, said: Iam 70 years of age, I ama cab- 
man, work ten hous a day, and carn twolye annas, ‘Twonfy 
years ago, I was vay weak and had painsin my stomech, £ 
took to smoking chundool on tho advice of some friends. 
Since then [ haye been keeping good health. .I smoke four 
pice woith daily, I am marned and hayo three childron, 


Aboo Bukur, cheerful and robust, said: I come from 
Malabar and am 40 years of age, Tuma lascar in the P, & 
O, Company’s service and carn Rs 20a month, I have smoked 
ohwndoo} asa luxury on and off, for the last six years. Whon | 
Tam at sea, Ido not take opium in any form, When on 
shore, L smoke chendool four pice worth a day. I am married 
and have four children, I ac suppoit my old mother. 

° 


Mahomed Ally, a very good specimen of a healthy old 
man, said: I am 75. Tam a Persian-writér and ‘carn 
Rs. 20a month, I have smoked ehundool as a luxmy for 
the past forty ‘yens. I smoke thee ree woth duly, J 
keop good health and work all day, but I must haye ny 
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chundool oy dry opium, My wife is dead, but I haye two 
childyen, 2 F , 


Hurry Khordari, small, but in gdod condition, said: 
éome from Satara, and am 40 years of age. 1 am a cabman, 
and-eatn from twelve annas 40 one rpee a day — I work ten 
homs a day. Ihaye smoked chundool for the last eight 
years, Iam not injured in any way. I smoke two annas 
worth a day. If] did not have it 1 should feel ill. 


Sayed Sadoo, a remarkably fine man for his age, said: 
T belong to Surat and am 65 yeais old. Tama cabman and 
carn about twelve annas a day. I have taken opium for the 
last thirty years as a luxury, Formally I took madat but 
now I smoke cehundool. ? smoke one annas worth a day. 
Tf I did not take opium in some form I should not be able to 
do my work. Tam quite healthy and have a good appetite, 
Tam married and have two aluléron 


Ahmed Yakub,,of healthy and active appearance, said: 
Tam a native of Viramgaum and am 25 yeas of age. Lam 
atulk-man and earn trom Rs 2 to Rs 2-8 a day. I have 
smoked chwndool as a luxury for the last five yeus, Ismoke 
four aunas woith a day, I have never stopped the habit and 
do not mean to do so. My wife is dead but I have two 
childien living, ‘hey do not cat or smoke opium. 


+ Ahmed Rahim, a big, well-built-man, said: I was born 
a Nawk and am 83 yeas of age. Liam a lascar in the sor- 
vica of the P. and O. Company, and cain cight annas a 
day. T have smoked chwudool as a luxty for five years. 
When I stop smoking it for a fow days, I get dysentery, 
Tam very healthy and have a good appetite. 


Sekh Ahmed Sckh, in good condition, said: Iam 46 
and belong to Poona. [ama cloth-seller and earn seven 
‘ants day. Thave smoked madal as 2 luxwy for the last 
tour’ycars, | smoke three pice worth a day. Ihave good 
health while [ take ct, but ifL could not get it F should die, 


Schh Ahmed, not looking very well on account of 
suffoing from fistula, said: Twas born at Baneilly and am 
40 yours of ago. Lain the keeper of a mada shop and carn 
from twelve annas to one rupee a day. I have smoked 
madaé as t lusty for the last fifteen years, -I smoke two 
annas worth a day. My genaal health is very good, as iw 
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my- appetite. T do not look well on account of little sickness, 
besides, I am worried on ‘account of my wife having becn 
ill for the last five months. 


Sulleman Moossa, a good-looking healthy man, said: I. 
was born at Gogo and am 46 years of age. I am w milk- 
man and carn from one rapco to two rupees a day, I havo 
taken dry opium for the last twelve years for a cough with 
which I used to be troubled. Iam very much better since 
taking it, and my appetite has also improved. 


Sckh Ismael Sekh Mahomed, rather thin but enjoying 
good health, said: Lama native of Janjira and ant 60 
years of age. I keep a chundool shop and carn ten annas 
aday. I have smoked chundool for the last thirty yeas 
as a luxury. Formerly I smoked twelve annas worth a day, 
but [ have now reduced the quantity to tvo annas a day, 
I stopped smoking so heavily because it did me some harm, 
I am keeping very good health now. 


Buxshoo Ebrahim, in fair condition, said; I wm 60 
years old and como from Cochin. Iam a knife-sellor and 
make eight annas a day. Ihave smoked chundool us a 
luxury for the last twenty years. I smoke two annas worth 
aday Lcnjoy good health [am married and have two 
children, but none of them take oprun. 


Mahomed Joolam Hussein, tall, and not very atrong, 
said: Iam 87 years old and como from Qaleutta. Lama 
woavor and carn Rs, 15 a month. Two years ago, was in 
a delicate state of health and took to smoking chwndool, 
Lam feeling strong now and my appetite has also improved, 
I smoke one anuas worth daily. 


Mir Sekh Hussein, in rather poor condition, said: Lam 
60 years old, Iam a seller of bangles and curn six annis 
aday. I have smoked chundool as a luxury for the past ten 
years, I smoke fo annas worth a day. My health keeps 
good so loug as I got tho chunidopl. 

Ebrahim Hsmacl, healthy, active, and intelligent, said : 
Lam a native of Katliawar and am 38 ygaia of age. Lam 
a cabman, carn twelyo annas a day, and work all night, 
I havo smoked chundool as a luswy for the last twelve yours, 
Ismoke fow annas worth daily. Ji has not done me any 
harm. In fact I get sick when [ don’t take it, Conco Loft . 
off chundool, but duing that time [ took dry opium. 
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Rahim Khan Mir Jan, healthy, and of cheerful disposi- 
tion, said: 1 am 55 years old. I ant a tailor and mak 
Rs. 20 a month. I work ten hours every day, I have taken 
(ry opium, as a huxury for the last twenty years 1 take 
three pice worth a day. I am married and have two children, 
I have been twice to Cabul in tho [ospital service. I am 
very sivong and if Government want my seiviees J am quite 
yoaily to join the army. 


Fareed Bux Mahomed, well-developed and. intelligent, 
said; Iam 88 and come from Aurungabad, J am a cabman, 
earn ojeht annas and work nine hours a day. J have smoked 
chaundool as a luxury for ten years I smoke two annas worth 
aday, My health is good so long as 1 take chwndool. 


Aloo Din Rahim Bux, hoalthy, and smart-looking, said: 
I como from Dolhi and am 80 yearsold. Iam a gold em- 
broidorer, and carn Rs. 384% month and work nine hours a 
day, Tam nota regular smoker of chundool. 1 smoke 
overy third day, J smoke four pico worth a day, I take it 
as-a luxury, 1 began smoking chundool when I was 24 
ears old. Tam not married, but I support my mother, who 
is in hey native country. 


Baboo Sadubhai, a small man, bright and intelligent, 
said: I was born in Goa, and am 60 years of ago, Tam a 
tailor and earn oight annasa day, [have smoked chundool 
for tho last twenty years. I take dry opium whon I go to 
my native country. J keep good health as long as I take 
ehundool. Tam married and have four childron, I smoke 
two annas worth of ¢huudool daily. 


Chand Rajan Ahmed, of slender-buili, but bright, and 
active, suid: Jam 40 years of age. I get my living asa 
tin-maker, Imako about ion annas a day. L have smoked 
“chwndool for the past twelve years for fever. My health 
now is good. I smoke tw annas worth a day. J am 
married and have one daughter. 


Asbun Bux Iusgoin, a fine well-built-man, said: Iam 
25 and come from Mattipur. Tama dyer and carn tivelve 
annas a day. I have smoked chundoo/ asa luxury for the 
past five years, Ismoke two annas worth » day, I am 
married and have ono child. 1 send part of my carnings to 
my old mother, who is in her native country, 
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Abdool Rehman Sekh Cassum, well-conditioned, said : 
Fam 45 and belong to Bombay. Jama gold embroiderer 
ani earn Re. f to Rs, 1-8-0 a day. I have smoked chendoot 
as a luxury for the past twelve years, I smoke fowr pice 
worth a day. It would do me harm, if I did not take. it, 
I am married, haye two wives and children, .I work ten 
hours a day. 


Sokh Hyder Goolzar, thin, and rather dolicate-looking, 
said: I come from Indore and am 465 years of age, I sell 
countty tabacco and carn eight annas a day. I haye smoked 
chundool as a luxury for the past twenty years, | smoke 
three annas worth a day. My health is good amd so'is 
my appetite. I work nine hows a day. 


Sirdiy Khan Buddur Khan, splendidly-built, and of 
capital physique, said: I come from Lucknow and am 37 
ears of age. [am a gold-smith and carn Rs. 85 a month, 
Pie smoked chundool for the fast three years, I smoke 
four pice worth daily. I take it as a Inxury..” My health is 
very good and go is my appetite. My parents are living, and 
T provide for them, I work ten hours a day. = 


' 

Din Mahomed Bhugvandass, in’ good condition, and: 
cheerful disposition, said: I belong to Bhopal and am 45 
years of age. I am a beggar and get three nas a day and 
my food. I have smoked ehundool as a luxury for the pas 
ton years, I smoke threo pice worth a day. 7 t 


Nathoo Lalubhai, in the enjoyment of good health, suid: 
‘T come from Ahmedabad and um 60 years of ago. Tam 
a cook and carn cight annas a day and get my food. I 
have smoked chundool as a Inxury on and off, for tho Inst 
thirty years. I smoke five pice worth a day. Somo_ timos 
I leave it off for a few days, but it docs not make any 
difference to me. Iam married and hayo four children. 





Gunpat Narayen, tall, and thin, suid: I belong to 
Poona and am 25 years of ago. I am a cooly antl yoarir six 
annasa day. Ihave smoked chundool asa luxwy for the 
last ten years. 1 smoke six pico worth a day. { work. from 
early in the morning till late in the evening. My mother is 
living, and I provide for her, i 

Mahomed Esoo, thick-sot and healthy, ssid: I was 


born at Ooran and am 25 years of age, I am a fitter and 
earn cight annasaday. Ihave smoked chwndool for the 
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last five months asa luxmy. J smoke one annas worth a 
day. My health is good and It do my every day's wok 
1egulaily, . 


B Syed Jalal, under-sized, said: I come fiom Nasik and 
am 60-yeus of age Iam a seller of old clothes and make 
eight annas a day. I have smoked chundool as a luxury for 
the last thuty yes. Ithas done me no ham, I smoke 
thaee annas worth nday. | have never dropped the habit, 
1 had five childien but two are dead. My wile is hving, 
she does not smoke opium. 


Sckh Mahomed Sckh Hussein, a big, strong man, said: 
J wag bo.n in Bombay and am 88 yeas of age. I am a 
fireman in tho service of the P. and 0. Company, and earn 
fiom Rs 18 to Rs 20a month. I have smoked chundeol 
as a luxwy on and off, for tho past eight years. I smoke two 
annas worth a day. Whoenl go to sca 1 take dry opium, 
I woik mine hows a day, My health is good and 60 1s my 
appelite, Tam maried and have two children. 


Vsooji Pitale, tall, wiry man, said: 1 belong to Nag- 
pore and am 66 years of age. I took to smoking chundool 
ag a luxury in Delhi forty years ago, I smoke two annas 
woth aday, Tam healthy and have a good appetite, Tam 
marticd and have two childien, I get my ving as a cab- 
men and earn cight annas a day, 


Halam Ramjan Ally, in very good condition, sad: 
Tam 70 and come fiom Fauzabad, Iam a native doctor, and 
oun from Rs 20 to Ks, 30 a month. I havo smoked 
chundool as a Inanry for the past twenty yeais, I smoke 
fom annas worth daly. I am marned and haye three 
children, The moderate use of opm will never injwe 
any body, It there was any truthin such a contention, I 
should not have reached my present good old age, My father 
was an opuun-eate, and he died at the age of 85. 


Rancszan Ally Budul, somowhat thin, but healthy, sad : 
T come fiom Maizabad and am 465 years of age. Lam a weaver 
and ean aght aunts a day. Lhavesmoked chundool asa 
luxwy for six years. I smoko two annas worth duly, My 
appetite is very good. wok aght hours a day, 


Mahomed ITussaan Goolam Hussein, thin, but healthy, 
said; Inm 40 and come fiom Baneily, Learn my hyng by 
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begging. I get about seven annasaday. Somo years ngo, 
I wont wrong in my head and took to opium. Now Tam in 
my full senses find able to work. Opium is a blessing, othor- 
wise, I should have before this died in a Innatic asylum, 


Abdool ohman, a fine healthy, mnscular man, said; T 
am 45 years of age and belong to Bombay. Tam a lascar 
and earn Rs, 16 a month. T have smoked chundool on 
and off, for tho last twelve years as a luxury. When on shoro 
I smoke from two to three annas worth opiuma day, but, 
when at sea, I take dry opm, Six yeats agol had a 
chundool shop near the Royal Albert Docks in London, and 
all the lascars used to come there, but aficr two years some 
people did me out of some money, aud go I had to take to 
the sea again,” My health is very good, and whon at sea J 
work ton hours a day. 


Abdool Rehman, healthy and cheerful, said: Tam 
87 years of age and come from Kutch Mandvi. {ama dyer 
and earn Rs. 12 a month. I have smoked chundvol as a 
luxury for the last seven years, 1 smoke three annas 
worth daily, I left it off some time ago, but had to tale to 
it age as I felt pains in my joints. Jf my health wero not 
gee fs should not be able to work eight or ten hours a day 
asI do. 


Soobrati Soolar, whose weakly appearance was accounted 
for by an internal complaint, said: I come from Cawnporo 
and am 45 years of age, Jam a weayer and earn seven 
annas a day. For the last twolve years, | have smoked six 
oe of chundool daily. Jam marricd and have ono 
child, 


Cumroodin Mahomed Essa, tall andin very good con- 
dition, said: Tam 48 and come trom Aurangabad, 1 am 
omployed by the licensee of a chamndool shop and carn Ry. 30. , 
a month. I have smoked chundool for tho last twonty-tvo 
years, I smoke five annag worth a day, J iook to opium as 
J was suffering from dysontery and it cured me, Four yours 
bacle I lett it off for two or three days, but as] fold vory’ bad, 

I took to it again. I was ina hospital*for two months but 
the medicines I was given did mo no good. I am married 
and have two children. 


Husun Muindul, healthy, well-built man, said; Tam 40° 
and come from Cambay, Tama cook and carn Rs, 20 a 
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month, I havo smoked chundool ss a Inxury for the past 
fifteon years, but my health is not injured-in any way. ; 

Ramjan Adam Saheb, tall, thin, but quito’healthy, said : 
Tam 85 and come from Kurachi. I am a Shampooer and 
make from four to six annus a day, and get my food, I 
loarné the habit of smoking chwndool from friends cighteon 
years ago. Formerly I smoked cight annas worth a day, but 
when my father died Thad notso much money to spend and 
so 1 reduced the quantity to two annas. ‘ Besides, I was 
formerly a bachelor, but now I am married and have one child, 


Ahmed Ally, Subcdarally, well-built and smart-looking, 
suid: Ibelong to-Bombay and am 80 years of age. Tama 
tailor and earn ten annas aday. I work ten hours daily. 
L have smoked chwndool as a luxury for eight years, 1 
smoke three annas worth daily. 


Abdul Kadir, a fine powerful man, said: Lam 50 and 
come from Allahabad. Tam a cloth-seller and make Rs, 80 
a month. I have smoked chundool for twenty years, as a 
luxury. Formerly J smoked one rupec’s worth daily, but 
now I smoke only four annas worth. Iyeduced the quantity 
because the excess did me some harm. Iam now keoping 
very good health and work nino hours a day. 1am martied 
and have six children, but none of them smoke, 


. Haji Ally, big, woll built man, said: I am 67 and come 
from Arabia. Iam a lascar and cayn Rs. 20 a month. I 
have smoked chandool on and off, for the last ten years, as & 
luxury. [ learnt the habit in company with friends in China, 
Tam nota rogular smoker, When ldo smoke I take four 
pice worth, Iam always cheerful and happy, My health 
is vory good, 


Ifussein Juma, stout, and in good health, said: [am 
45 and belong to Kathiawar. Jama baker and earn six 
annasa day. Ihave smoked chwndool for fifteen years, I 
took it as L had bleeding pilese 1 was in the Sir Jamsetji 
Joojibhoy Lospital for eight months with that complaint, but 
the medicines did not dp ine any good, and J left’ the hospital. 
Then LT was wider tho treatment of some native doetors for 
another year, but | was not eared. Ultimately, friends advised 
mo to take a little oprum overy day. Idid so and since then, 
am much. better, and my appetite has also much improyed, 
{smoke three annas worth of chundvol overy day. 
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* Aboo Bukkur Sekh Ally, tall, thin, and active, said ; 
Bombay 18 my native plate and Lam G0 years ofage. lam 
a Moola (Priest) and get five annas 4 day and food, [have 
smoked chundool asa luxury for twenty years. I smoke 
four pice worth daily. My health is good. {3 : 


Blaht Kadw, a big, well set-up man, said: I was born 
in Cawnpore and am 64 years of age. I um employed apa 
null-hand and earn fourtcen annas a day. | learnt to smoke 
chundool from some friends fouteen or fifteen yeus ago, 
When I first took to the habit, I smoked fom pico worth a 
day, but I now take two annas woth Tam maniiedeand 
haye one child, My wife and child me in Cawnpore and I 
send them pait of my pay every month. 


Moosafkhan Hyder Khan, over sia feet, a powerful man, 
said: Iwas boin in Lucknow and win 29 years of age, 1 
ama talor, carn ten annas a day and work twelve hours 
daily, I leant to smoke chundool from fonds ten yeas 
ago. I smoke tour annag worth daily. 


Goolam Iusscin Boolki, short, but strong, said: Tam 
52 and come from Benares, Lam a weryor and carn vight 
annasaday, I have smoked ehundool for tho past siatcon 
yeas, Idook it as 1 was suffering from cole. I war under 
medical iveatment ior one year and a half, but gol no rohef, 
Some friends advised me to take opium, I did so and got 
much better, Four yoars agol felt completely recovered 
and gaye it up for four months, ‘Che resuli. was that my 
health began to fail and my cye-sight became dim. On the 
advise of « native doctor I again took opium, L smoke two 
annas worth of chwndool every day, and now enjoy excellent 
health. Lam manied and have two childien, : 


Syed Oosman, thin, but healthy and intelligent-looking, 
said: Tam 60 and come fiom Awungabad, 1 enn my 
living as a boggar. T have smoked chwndool ag a lusury for’ 
duty years. Formerly E smoked nine aunes worth a doy, 
but as I do not getso much money now, [ have reduced 
the quantity to two annas worth. { go out begging at 
6 am., and return at 10 a.m, and fgain go out im the 
eyoning from 6 p.m., to 11 p.m. 1am in the enjoymont of a 
good health. 


Yakub Mahomed Hussein, a good specimon of his racos 
said: Iam 45 and was born in Decean Uydoradud, Lam 
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a bricklayer and carn twelve annasa day, | have smolted 
two annag woth of chundool daily tor the last twonty years. 
A. native doctor advised me to taho it, as T was suflermg fom 
dropsy. When I go up-country I take dry opium as I cannot 
fet chundool. Iam marned and have two children. Tam 
enjoying very good health. . 


Mazim Din Kalekhan, stiong, healthy-looking man, 
said: I am 80 and come from Cawnpore, I am a lasear 
in the P. and 0. Company's se vico and carn Rs, 25 a month, 
liake chundool as a luxury. But, I am not a regular 
smoker, When I do smoke chwndool I take fiom two to 
thico annas woith. [ haye practised the habit for the last 
uo yours, 


Nunckhan Tfazi, a well-built man, standing over six 
feet, sud: Tam 50 and was born at Pcheaian. Iam a swoet- 
meat seller, and cain from’s1x to cight annas a day. I have 
smoked chundool as a luxwy for the last twenty yeas, I 
smoke to annas worth daily. A poison who wishes to live 
log and enjoy good health must take opium. 


Qanga Gir Ramgir, a robust, handsome man, seid: I 
come fiom Nasik and am 45 yoars of ago, I get my living 
by begying, which brings me in from eight annas to one 
1upee a day, Thave smoked chundool asa luxuy for the 
last twenty years Tymoke fiom one to two annas worth a 
day. Uhad left off smokiag for about two yeas, but took to it 
again as I liked it, A yem ago L was offered a place of a 
peon, but I would not take it as I cain more by begging. 


Sulloman Noor Mahomed, medinm height, of good 
physic, said: I was born at Poona and am 80 yeas of 
age. Tam a singer and cain fiom twelve annas to one 1upee 
a day, I have smoked four pice woth of chundool as a 
luxury for the past two months. 


Balla Thiry, wel built and intelligont, said: Tam 25 
and was born at Poona, Tam a vegetable-seller, make 
twolvo annas and work ten hows a day. [have smoked 
madaé as a luxury for the past nine months. I smoke thiee 
pico worth daily, Since 1 have taken tv opium, my health 
has very much impioyed, 

Ak < 
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» Mir Ally Hook, in good condition, said ; I céme from 
Cutch Mandvi and am 55+ years of ago. I am a shop-keoper. 
Thave takon one pice worth of dry opium daily for tho past 
soven years, If I did not take opium I should not be ablo 
to do my work, Iam married and have six children but’ 
none of them take opium. Why do Government want. to 
close the Opium Shops? Opium has done us no harm; 
besides, we have never raised any complaint. Why should Go- 
vernment hear the Padris and Mooktifaujwallas (Clorgymon 
and Salvationists.) They know nothing about the matter, 
Jt is the duty of Government to consult the opium consumer 
themselves before taking any steps in the matter. . 


Abdool Ibrahim, in rather poor condition, said : I am 29 
and come from Poona. Iam a cloth-sellor and make six 
annas a day, I have smoked two annas worth of chundool 
daily for the past twelve years. I left it off once for a short 
while, but as I began to Jose my*appelite I again took to 
auinetool My appetite now is as good as I could wish it to 

e, 

Samen Khoodabux, tall, and well-developed, said: I was 
born in Deccan Hydrabad and am 80 years of age. I got 
my living by selling rings and make about cight annas « day. 
LT have smoked ehundool usa luxury for fourteen years. 
smoke six pice worth daily, My appetite is good and so is 
my health. 


Syed Husscin Syed Ally, a strong healthy man, said: 1 
am 30 and come from Hydrabad, Iam a horso-broker and 
mako Ks. 40 a month, 1 have smoked chandool as a luxury 
for the past six yours. Ismoke six annas wortha day, [ 
am not married, Ihave my parents whom I give half of 
my carnings, 


Sooryat Ally Maudishaw, tall and healthy, said: I was 
born at Hydrabad and am 35 ycars of age 1 ama labourer 
and carn six annas a day, I haye amoked chundool for tho 
last ten years. I smoke three pice woith a day. Some friends 
taught me the habit. When I leave off chwncdool I lake dry 
opium ; but if 1 don’t take one or the other [ got dysontry. 
If Government close these chundool shops I shall take dry- 
opium, : 
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Abdoola Khan Aliary Khan, healthy and of cheerful 
disposition, seid: Icome from Delhi and am 40 years of 
age. lam acabman and carn Rs,18 a month, I havo 
taken chundool as a ‘iuxury for the past twenty yonrs, 1 
“smoke threo annas worth a day, Ionco left it off but did 
not feel any ill effects from doing so. I am married and 
have had five children, but only threo of them are alive, 


Sayed Mir Adar Alli, healthy and bright, said: Iam 

’ £4 and come from Lucknow. I am a carpenter, earn twelve 

annas and work nine hours daily. I have smoked one annas 

worth of chundool daily as a luxury for the past two years. 
I am Tiarried and have one child, 


Osman Khan Sorab Khan, a woll-built healthy man 
said: Tama native of Delhi and am 45 years of age, [ 
am a tin-maker, earn from twelye annas to two rupees and 
work eight hours a day, Ishavo smokod chundool as a Inxury 
for the last six years. I smoke four annas worth a day, 


+ Shekh Amir Sekh Hussein, short, and rather delicato- 
looking, said: I was born at Khundwar and am 86 yenrs of 
age, 1am a tea-seller and make six annasa day. Ihave 
smoked chundool for the in ten years as a luxury, I smoke 
two annas worth aday. I once loft it off for a time, but could 
not take my food. Immediately after resuming the habit my 
appetite improved, 


Mohidin Cassum, who seomed to bo in very poor health, 
said: Tam 25 and come from Nasik. Iam a singer and 
earn ten annasa day. I have smoked chwndaol as a Inxury 
‘for cight years, I smoke two annas worth daily, I have 
been suffering from fever theso last ten days. 


_ Amik Luman Adookh, a fine, big, strong man, paid: 
Tam 24, and come from Porsia, I aman Arabic-writer and 
earn about one rupee a day. * I have smoked four pice worth 
of chundool daily as a luxury for the last twelve months. 

» 


Sayed Daod, a fino healthy-looking old man, said : 1 am 
66 and come from Bahranpur. Thave smoked chundool for 
the past thirty years. Ismoke four annas worth a day. { 
enjoy the best of health and am quite happy. I have eleven 
children, I am a pensioner, 
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* Ram Govind, a strong good-looking man, anid : I come 
from Satara and am 36 years of age... | am. a beggar and 
earn six annag a day and my food, Lhave smoked. ehwndoot 
for nearly four years. ‘I smoke four pice worth a day. 1 left 
it off for « month or two, bué during that time I took dry 
opium, I go out begging seven hours.evory day:. | 


Samuel Bonjamin, woll set-up, said : I ark 86 years of age 
and belong to Bombay. Tama Naik in the 18th Bombay 
Infantry and got Bs, 18.2: month. [smoke six pice worth” 
of chaindool a day. I learnt the habit in Cabul. I keop very 
good health, otherwise I should be compelled to retiré, 1 
know many men in the army who take opium, without which 
they wand not enjoy the excellont health they do now. 


Mir Khan Bahadur Khan, short, good-looking, and in 
the best of health, said : I come from Decean Hydrabad and 
am 25 years of age. Lama Persian lottor-writer. and carn 
twelve annasa day. Ihave smoked four annas worth of 

chundool daily as a luxury for the last two years. 

Fakir Mahomed Sekh Mahomed, stout, healthy and 
intelligent, said: I am 29 and was born in Hydrabad 
(Deccan.) Jama fireman in the sorvice of the P, and O, 
Company and earn Rs, 18 & month, Ihave smoked ehandoot 
aga luxury for the past six years. Ido not howoyoyr smoko 
every day. I smoke evory second or third day, J iake throo 
annas worth, While at sca, I sometimes take dry opium. 

Lhaye been keeping very good health. 


Mahomed Yusuph, over ‘six fect, strong and well 
proportioned, said: Tam 28 andwas born at Peshawar, I 
am a-tailor, earn cightarinas, and work soven hours a day. 
Lhave smoked chundool as » Inxury for tho last four yenrs. 
Ismoke' two annas worth a day. If I do not take.it, I 
should not be able to do my work, My appetito is vory 
good, i : is 


Sallum Noor Mahomed, very robust, said’: Iwas born 
at Poona and am 89 years of age. Iam a singer and 
earn one rupee-a day, LThayo smoked four pice worth of 
chundool daily for the past two months asa luxwy, Formerly: 
T used to drink country liquor. 
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Ebrahim Khamisin, thin, but of fairly healtliy 
appearance, seid: Lam 87 and cone from /Junaghad. 1} 
‘am a Victoria driver, earn from twelve annas'to one rupee, 
and work from eight to ten hours a day, I have smoked 
.Chundool as a luxury for twelve years. I smoke four annas 
“worth & day. ‘ ; 


Sayed Hyder, tall, strong, and active-looking, said: 1 
como from Sholapur and am 80 years of age. Lam a 
Stevedore’s foreman and carn one rupee a day. I commenced 
to smoke chundool cight years ago. Some friends taught 
me th habit, “Ido not smoke every day ; whon Ido I take 
“Three pice worth, ; 


Ulphat Bekh Hussein, in excellent health, said: I am 
25 and was Yorn in Bombay. Iam a beggar and get three 
annas a diay and my food. J have smoked ‘six pice worth 
of chundoot daily us a luxtiry for the past three years, 


Bhiroo Nathoo, good-looking, bright and healthy, said: 
I was born.at. Benares and am 85 years of age, Lama 
aweet-mout seller and carn six annagsa day. I have smoked 
be ae for the last two years. I smoke two pice worth 
a day, 


: Mijikhan Mamookhan, stout, active and_ intelligent, 
said: I was born at Lucknow and am 60 years of age, Tam 
a gold ombroiderer and earn from Rs, 10 to Rs. 20 a month, 
and work cight hours a day. I was always strong and 
hoalthy. Some years ago, I took a chill from sleeping on 
dump ground, and this brought on rheumatism. 1 had 
dreadful pain in my legs, in the sides and between the 
shoulders, -Fur.soveral months 1 wont on in this way. I 
was under the care of a doctor for many months, but as got 
no better, one of my friends recommended me to take opium, 
Tdid so, By dogrees 1 got sjronger and stronger and the 
pain left me. My appetite also improved and] have noyer 
ailed anything to speak of since, When I don’t take opium I 
cannot edt, Lemoke" four annas worth of chundool daily. 
Tam married and have three children, -_ 


- ' Itoo Manaji, tall, but not very strong, said: I come 
from Kolapoor.and am-80 years of age, I am.a cooly and 
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enn six annasa day. I smoke two annas worth aday, 1 
avork six hour daily, * 


Dugroo Bhicaji, tvell conditioned, said: Tam 80 and 
come from Poona. Lama blacksmith and cayn ten aunas ‘2, 
. day, 1 have smoked chwndool for tho past twolve yours. 
smoke one annas worth daily, ‘The chandool shops wore closed 
in Poona last year and as I did not get chwndool my hoalth 
began to fail me, so I camo down to Bombay and am 
carrying on my business here. Iam all vight now. I am--- 
married and have one child, They live with me. 


a 
Ramprasad Bhayani, thin and weakly, said :-2 coms 
from Dharwar and am 80 years of age, Iam a sweet-moat 
seller and earn four annag a day. Iam suffering from 
asthma, which is the reason for my taking opium. So long 
asI get my smoke I keep fairly in good health, I have 
smoked chundool for the last ten years. 


Gormoo Maini, a well-built young man, said: I was - 
born in Calontta and am 20 years of age. I ama lascar in 
the P. & O. Company’s service, and earn Re. 18 a month. 
Lhave smoked chundool for about one year and a half. 
When on shore, I smoke four pice worth daily. Whon I go 
to sea I take dry opium for the first two or three days, and, 
T then leave off tho habit till I return to shore. My parents 
aro living and I give them paxt of my earnings. . 


Babaji Laximan, healthy, fino-looking man, spid : 1 was 
born at Alibag and am 80 years of age. I read religious 
books amongst the Hindus and onarn Rs, 30 a month, 
bogan to smoke chundool as a luxury six yearsago. I smoke 
five annas worth of chuttdoal overy day. My health is very 
good and so is my appetito, I am married and have one 
son, 


Sekh Abdool Rehman, ialland robust, said: I am 80 
and belong to Tallegam. I aim a lascay and earn Ra, 18 8 
month, I haye taken chwndool since I was twelve years of 
age. 1 now smoke four annas worth day, I work hard 
all aay While I take chundool my health and appetite are 
good. 


Ausit Leximon, of medium height and in good condi? 
tion, said: Lam 386 and belong to Qoran. Jama eabman, 
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and carn from Rs. 2 to Rs, 4 a day. I have smoked 
chumdool as a luxury for the last oightcen yetrs. I smoke, 
four annas worth a day. ‘Three months ago I+ wont to my 
native country and not boing able to'get chundool thore, I 
became sick and had to return to Bombay. So long as I 
get ohundool, my hoalth is good and am/able to work. I 
work ten hours a day. Iam married and have two chil- 
“dren. [also support my old parents. 


~« _ Damodar Rupjee, small, but in good condition, said: 1 

belong to Jamnagar and am 80 yoars of ago. I ama 
cocoanut-seller and earn seven annas daily. I began to 
ssuoke-ohundool as a luxury four years ago. I smoke two 
annas worth daily. 


Fez Mahomed Goolam Khan, well-built and in , good 
health, said: I am 48 and come from Lucknow. Lama 
Commission Agent and carn from Rs. 60 to Rs, 100 a 
month, I commenced to sthoke chuncdool twenty years ago, 
but I am not a regular smoker. When I do smoke I take 
four pice worth. Sometimes I take dry opium. Some 

ons ago I smoked one rupecs worth of chwndvol a day, 
but it was too much for my health, and I thought it was an 
extensive luxury, so reduced the quantity. Iam married 
and have two children. 


_ Ahmed Hussein, in fairly good condition, said: I come 
from. Barreilly and am 87 years of age, J am atailor and 
earn cight annas a day. I began to smoke chundool oleven 
years ago. Formerly l used to take it in large quantities, 
but now Iam nota regular smoker. When I do smoke 1 
take only four pice worth, Itakeit for asthma. Iam now 
fecling considerably better. Isend part of my carnings to 
my parents, but whon I was taking chwndool to oxecas I was 
unable to send thom anything. 


Noor Mahomed Goolam Mahomed, health-broken, said : 
1 am 28 and come from Benares. I am a boggar, and 
earn ten annas daily. With the exception of two or three 
annasg for food I spond all my carnings in chendool. 1 have 
smoked chewndool for the past soven years, My gencral 
health is not very good. 


*  Abdool Rehmay, strong good-looking man,-said: I am 26 
and. come from, Nusserabad. Lam a beggar and earn about cight 
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annas a day. Ihave smoketl clwadvol ass fuxury for the 
past three yor\s, JFormtrly { smoked four annas worth a 
day, but T hive now reduced the quantity to two annas 
worth, ‘ : 
Samatkhan Bundokhan, tall, thin, and of a yory , happy- 
* disposition, said: I como from Delhi and am 40 years of ngo. 
Lam a blacksmith, cam tvelve snnas, and work ton hows « 
daily. I have taken chundool as a luxury for the past 
twelvo years. I smoke tivo annas worth aday, My health — 
and appetite are both good {am married and have theo 
children. ° 


Nobob Mirza, thin, with shortoned leg, but inteliigen™ 
said: 1 am a native of Lucknow and am 45 years of age, Lam 
an Arabic teacher and carn Rs, 16 a2 month, Some years 
ago I gota fall whilo flying a kite, 1 had to tako to my bed, 
and was attonded by a doctor, Aftor a month I was ublo 
to move about, but tho pain in myestomach and tho chest did 
not lewve me. Sometimes I felt better, sometimes worse, 
but never well, Some friends advised me to take opium, I 
did so and after afew days the pain disappeared. Tho 
habit afterwards settled on me, When I don’t take chwudool, 
my old complaint roturns. I smoke one annas worth daily. 
lam married and have one daughier. 


Gaiib Parath, stiong, well-built, activo man, said: 
was born at Iydrabad, and am 40 yous of ago, Lam a 
butcher and carn ion annas a day. J work ton hours daily. 
T have takon chundool as a luaury lor the last sixteon years. 
Liake four pice worth daily, Lalways have good appotito 
and health. 


Badshaw Laloo, tall, song and healthy, said: J was 
boin at Oodepore and am 30 yeas of age, Lam a cook 
and cain Rs. 10a month. | have smoked chundool as av 
ery for tho past ten years. 1 smoke sian pico worlh+ 
daily, ° 


Valoo Virchand, tall, robtist and in good health, said: 
Tam 22 and come from Gueerat, Lam a Biahmin ( prical ) 
I get Rs, 6a month, and food aud clothes, {smoke ovo 
annas worth of ehundool duily. | havo taken it tor the last 
two yeurs. 


_ Sekh Munir Sckh Curvim, tall, well-developed and 
active, said: Lam 87 and belong to Mhow. Lam’ a shop- 
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keeper and make Rs. 25 a month. I commenced to smoke 
chundool asa luxury six years ago Lam not a regular 
smoker ; but when [ don’t have chendool T take diy opium, 
smoke one annas worth of chundool every day, 


. Kallidass Pmundass, tall, thin but healthy, said: 1 
bolong to Lucknow and am 40 years of age. Lam a beggar 
and get oight annas a day and tood. Ihave smoked chundool 
as a usury foi twenty yeas. Ismoke thiee annas woth 
a day. When I wont to Cabul as a porter in the Commis- 
saiiat Department, I had to drop the habit as I could not get 
chundool, For tho first fow days I suffered, but the craving 
weft re, Ikecep good health whilel take 2 regularly. I 
earn more in begging and so I do not care to seive any one, 


Abdool Rehman Khan Ismail Khan, of avorage height 
and good health, sud: Lam45 and come from Del, I 
ama hawker, and make Rs, 13a month. I began to smoke 
opium as a Iunury_twortty-five yeas ago Ismoke one 
annas worth duly, My health 1s good and so is my appetite. 


Tamail Alli, a 1obust young man, said: Tam 26 and be- 
long to Bombay. J am a dock krboura and carn cight annas 
aday, I have smoked chendool as a luxury for the past two 
yous. {smoke two pico worth daily, T work ten hours 
every day. 


Mahomed soo, a meo-looking healthy young man, 
atid: Lam 25 and was born in Loner J ama shop-keeper 
aud carn fom eight annas to a rupee aday. T tovk 40 smoking 
mudut two months ago on account ol fever Tam now better 
As soon ay | am thoroughly iveovered T shall leave off 
smoking madaé; but 1 will continue taking dry opum aa 
it is a good prevontive for foyer, 


Abdool Latif, strong, healthy man, said: Twas boin in 
Boinbay and am 40 yous of age, I am a landowner and 
have an incomo of Its. L00 a month, Ihave smoked madat 
¥or fiffeen yeas Tsmoho oight annas woth a day = My 
general health is very good. 1 am married and have four 
ehilkdien, . 


Ismact Moosn, a small man, healih-bioken, sacl: I was 
botn in Bombay, and am 40 years old. Tam a watch-makor 
cand cain Rs. 2aday. I havo smoked muda for the last 
thirteen yeas, J smoke two annas worth a day, My 
AG 
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health is not good. I never was sirong, Thirteen years 
ago a friend advised me to take opium and I did go. » Since 
then 1 am feeling somewhat bettor. Without madat 1 
should be simply miserable. , 


Raja Khan Ghore Khan, « healthy old man, said: 1 
was born at Poona and am 66 years of ago. I am a milk- 
man and earn a rupee a day, [ have smoked madat aa 4 
luxury for the past thirty yoars, Ismoko one annas worth 
daily ‘and dink two seers of milk. My wife is dead, but 
Thave four children living with me. I also support my 
old mother, She does not smoke madaut, but she tukes litle 
dry opium every day. She is 80 years old, ied 


Abdool Rahman, tall, healthy and active, said: I 
belong to Allahabad and am 38 years of age. Tam a bisouit- 
soller and mako Rs. 10a month. I have smoked chundoot 
as a luxury for the past four years, I take six pice worth 
daily. My parents are alive and 1 sond thom part of my 
earnings. 


Cassum Khan Abdool Khan, tall, muscular, and full of 
vigor, ssid: Tam 85 and come from Dehra Dun. I am a 
Gymnast and make Rs. 20 month. I havo smoked from 
two to four annas worth of chwndool daily during the last 
twelve years. 


Mahomed Pir Mahomed, a very respoctable looking old 
man, said : I come from Peshawar, and am 80 yours of ago. 
am a tobacco-seller, earn eight annas, and work six hours n 
lay. Ihave smoked chamdool as a luxury for the past sixty 
rears, Formerly I smoked one rupee worth a day, but now 
generally smoke two annas worth, When learn more T 
moke more, My wife is dead, but I have four childron and 
ix grand children. 


Goolam Rusul, strong, robust young man, said: 1 am 
25 and come from Jafferabad. I am a weaver and carn 
cight annas a day. I have srnoked two annas worth of 
chundool daily for the past two yoars, TLnst your I loft it off 
for a few days, but was not able’ to do much work so 1 took to 
itagain. My health is good I laugh, I cat, J dvink and am 
happy. I am not married but I am engaged to a girl, 


Syed Nazar, a hoalthy-looking old man, said: Tam: 
65 and come from Lucknow. Tama beggar and got my 
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food and cight annas a day. Twenty-two years ago, @ 
native doctor advised me to take opium as I had dreadful 
pain in my hips and legs, My appotitd loft, me, and 1 had 
a bad tasto in my mouth. I smoke five pice worth of 
chumdool daily. My hoalth now is very good. Smoking 
* doos not injure those who are well fed. 


Gagita Sadoola, in fine condition, said: Lam 380 and 
como from Lucknow. Tam a dyer and earn Rs. 10a 
month, Ihave smoked chwndool asa luxury for the last 
* two years, but lam nota regular smoker, When L smoke 
ltake two pice worth daily. My health is very good. 
[ ain, marricd and havo one child, 


Naiz Ally Mohulvil, slightly withored, said: I am 60 
and belong to Ajmere. I have smoked chundool as a luxury 
for the last fifteon years, Ismoke four pice worth a day. 
Tam married and have two children, 


Mahdoo Dayul, a thin wiry man, said: Ibelong to 
Tydrabad and am 40 years of age. Lam a butcher and 
earn Rs, 2a day. When 1 was 35 years of age I was 
atiacked with rhoumatism. A doctor advised me to take 
opium, I did so and felt better. Ismoke three annas worth 
daily. work ten hours a day. lam married snd have 
three childron, 


Mahomed Bakir, in poor condition, said; 1am 50 and 
como from Ahmedabad. I have smoked chundool as a 
luxury for the last sixtoon yoars, formorly I used to 
smoko twelve annas worth, bul since the last fow months I 
have redueod tho daily quantity to two annas worth. I wish 
the ehundool, shops wove closed, then I would take dry opium 
which would not cost more than two pice, 


Munckhan Chunckhan, medium height, strong and 

cheorful, snid: [ como from Rampur and am 80 years of age. 

* Lam a toa-seller and carn ten annas a day. 1 have smoked 

chundool asa luxury for the last six years. Ismoke two 

annas worth daily. J am not married, but I have my 

paronts, They live in Rampur and Isend thom Rs. 6a 
month. I carn from*ton annag to fourieon annas a day. 


Narayon Baboo, a fine, robust young man, said; 1 was 
born at Lucknow and am 26 years old, [am a cloth 
merchant and carn Rs. 40.2 month. Fivo years ago some 
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friends taught me to smoke chundool, 1 smoke two annay 
worth a day. ‘Lam much benofitted by its uae, Bolo 
commenced smokin chwndool my health was not very good, 
Now Lam enjoying good health. Tam muriod and havo 


one son. 


Sokh Hussein Sckh Maneck, glenderly built, said: 1 
am 85 and come from Patna I have taken diy opium tin 
the last four years. Itake one pice woth a day. Lwes in 
the Hospital Department dming the last Alghan war. There 
T took a chill from artung on somo wet grass, Thon J was 
seized with paingin the chest and back. Somo fioude 
advised me to take opium andI did so, Lam much beitow 
now. but have not quite recovered. 


oval 


Fazul Fatoo, tall, thin, but of healthy apperanco, sid: 
Twas bon at Decca and am 87 yous of age, bam a blach= 
smith and make fiom tavelye annas_ to one ae aiday 4 
commenced to smoho ehundool as a luamy twolvo years ago 
I smoke six annas wath aday., 1 am minied and have 
two childien. I also support my old mother ‘ 


Sekh Bahadur Abdool Rehman, tall, and powerful 
looking, said: IT come from Tydiabad and an 860 yeas of 
age Lam a beggar and make from cighi to ton annas a 
day. Some fronds taught mo to smoke ehuvdool aplicon 
years ago. I now smoko two annis woth a day, US 
Government close the chandool shops | will take dry opium, 
Tam voiy song and onjoy tho best of health 


Dost Mahomed Bhisti, sickly-looking, sud Lam 60 and 
come from hana. 1 began to smoke ehandool twenty-two 
yeas ago. Tam a beggar and cam fom anna a day mad 
get my food. I smoke theo annas woth daily. ‘When 
the Goveinmont closed the chundool shops in the Thana * 
District I had to come to Bombay as my hoalth got bad. 


Allabux Rujub, a powerful young, man, said: Tam 20 
and come fiom Tucknow 1 am a weaver and cain six 
annasaday, [have smoked chundovl ax luxury for the 
last thice yeas Tamoke three pice worth a day. 1 work 
ten hows daily. . 
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Dost Mahomed Goolam Mahomed, in very good health, 
atid + Lain 100 years old, Lama sboggar atd omn ight 
annas a day. Tl have taken two pico worth of opium as & 
luawy for the last forty-five yous, My wile is dead, but 
T have ax cluldion living, ~ 


* Homalak Khan Mir Mehomed Khan, a well-built man, 
said: Tam 40 and am a gold embrodorer, 1 work fen 
lines, and carn aw neo daily, 1 have taken chundoot 
worth six pree daly as a luxury for the last tiventy years 

“Lam martiod and have two euidien, My goneral Health 
18 good 


+ ‘kif Khan Sayed Khan, in good condition, said: I am 
adyo and am 60 yeas old. I woik soven hours daily and 
enn about ton annas, I have commenced smoking chundaol 
sinee tho last two months. I iako it for fever. 


Mahsum Sekh Bsub, a nico looking 1obust man, said: T 
am 35, Lama wood-seller, and can twelve annas a day. 
{ have smokod tivo annas woth of efundool for the last 
ton, yous. My gonoral hoalth 1s very good, If you wish to 
tiy my stiongth Tam willng to fight the best boxer in 
Bontbay. 


Sayed Survar Jamal, hoalth-boken, said: IT am a 
bogym ‘and am 50 yous old, 1 cain fom annasa day, I 
havo smoked tio annas woth of ehundool daily for tho last 
eight yous, L sometimes smoke yuma also. My general 
heulth is not good. 


Brahmasing Martahsing. 


Thahmsing Datt f The peisons named 
iilimsing Daftawarsing. . a is 
Buramy Kirhasing, in the margin are 


Abi nnsing Molasa all Goldiors in the 
Paluusing ohansing. Sikh Aimy. Most of 


Monyubsing Tmsing. 
‘Brahmsmng Valosing, 
Guhusing Metahsing, 
Polasa Ramsing. 
Chagmamg Chudesing, 
Aghorging Gurdesing, 
Sundursmy Bollasing, 
Pausa Ohiasam 
Chandasing Jovorsing. 
Gurdosing Toxusing. 


them me between 24 
and 85 yema of age, 
and havo seen service 
in Afghamstan, Bur- 
meh, Egypt and 
North-West Fiontior. 
They “me iogular 
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Dayabsing Balatsing, 
Sundersing Bhavansing. 
Malatsing Ratlamsing. 
Lachmansing Bukurgiag. 
Bulukasum Kansing. 
Sucohesing Dulesing, 
Kevalsing Jeysing. 
Sundersing Motapsing, 
Chandsing Dhunsing. 
Enramsing Nihalsing, 
Kisamsing Miasing. 
Mooluksing Boosar, 
Tinrnamsing Chotesing. 
Sundersing Kansing. 
Kakusing Nikasing, 
Naransing Patesing. 
Hurnamsing Hirasing. 
Budamsing Namsing. 


Opium-eators, They 
have boon consuming 
it almost since thoir 
birth. They aro all 
specimons of fine 
warriors, Thoir oner- 
gy, endurance, and 
bravery are not at, 
all offected by their 
addiction to Opium. 
Thoy are physicallf, 
morally and men- 
tally oue of the finest 


Gujorsing Ramsing. races in India. They 


raekoe3 Ente i * say that without 
oolsing Zohiohand, » 

Ilirasing Satsing. Opium they would 
Hakimsing Malsing, soon be useless. 
Bejansing Fatesing, 


Naransing Mangalsing. 


Haji Ahmed Moti, in very good health, said: I am 65 
Tam a Salt morghant and earn two rupecs a day, 1 havo 
smoked six annas worth of chwndool dmly for tho loat thirty 
i Lalways take good food and that is tho reason why 

keep good health. I'am married and have threo children, 


Zerab Ally Shaw Isphan Ally Shaw, a tall well-bulé man 
said: Tum 50 yeas old. Iam a beggar and earn favolve 
annas daily. 1 have smoked six annas woth of chenedool 
daily for the last twenty yours. 


Kadir Rehman, a healthy old man, said: 1 am 60 years 
old, Lam a butcher, work six hours a day and carn twolve, 
annas daily. I have smoked thice pice worth of chantlool 
daily for the last two years. b took it for asthma, I tool 
better now, 1am mairicd and have three children. 


Tlakim Mahomed Hussein, a tall healthy-looking man, 
said: lam 56 years old. 1am a doctor and carn from Ks. 2 
to Rs 4 daily. I have smoked six annas worth of chundoal 
daily for the lnst forty years. I am married and have six 
children. 
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Rahim Gangaji, 4 strong young man, said: 1 am 25, 1 
am aolling hides and skins, Learn twelve aunas daily, I 
have smoked two annas worth of chundool daily for the’ last 
eight yous. My heulth is very good. 1 am married ond 
have one child, 


Sadia Aga Mahomod, a stout healthy-looking woman, 
acid: Iam 65 yeara old. 1 am solling madat and earn 
Rs, 40 a8 month, 1 havo smoked four annas worth of chun- 
*dool daily for the last forly years, Iam married and have 
oight shikiean, Two of them smoke chundool. 


* Bhagoo Waman, health-brokon, said: Iam 50 years 
old. Tam abeggar and carn five annas daily, I have 
smoked two annas worth of chundool daily for the last 20 
yours for asthma, I keap fairly good health so long as t 
got my chandool, but whon | don’t got it I feel very sick. If 
Government wishes to clese the Opium-smoking houses, I 
would advise ihom to first open a fow hospitals. 


,Pirbhai Nurbhai, in good condition, said: I am 35 
evs old, Tama Mill-hand and carn Rs. 18a month, I 
avo smoked one annas worth of chundool asa luxury for the 

last six years. I am married and have two children. I work 
ten hours daily. 


Goolam Rusul Sokh Huson, a robust man, suid: T am 
29 years old. Tama fitter, J work ton hours a day and 
ourn about twelve aunas. I havo smoked chandool for tho 
last six yous, 


Khoja Mahomed Taj Mahomod, a healthy-looking man, 
said: 1 am 60 yours old. Tam a cart-driver, work ten hows 
and carn eight annas daily. I have smoked two pice worth 
of ehundool daily for the last 20 yours, I am married and 
have two children. 


Fate Mahomod Sekh Chand, in very good condition, 
atid: Tam 40 yenrs old. Lama lascar, work ten hours and 
ern cight annas daily, I have amoked one annas woth of 
ehundool daily as a luxury for tho last cight years, I am 
married and have two children. 


* Rehanshaw Mavashaw, a cheerful hoalthy-looking old 
man, said: Tam 50 years old. [ am a beggar and carn 
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scven anvas daily. I have smaked twa pica wath of ehetndool 
for the last twelve years, It has dono me no harm, 


Sekh Buchoo Sekh Mohidin, said: I am 62 years of 
age, Lama beggar. I ew eight annag a day and got my 
food, I have smoked two annas woith of chundoob duly for 
the last ten years, My general health is very good. 


Goolam Mahomed Buksh, 2 poweful-looking min, 
sad: Lam 60 years old, I am a weayor and ean ight 
annas daily. Ihave smoked one annas worth ot elundout 
daily for tho last fiftoen yeas, I am manied and have four 
children, . 


° 

Diltvar Khan Bahadur Khan, a robust man of chvorful 
disposition, sud. Lam 45 yous old, 1am a vabman, | 
work ten hows daily and cain about a rupoc a day. {have 
smoked three annas worth of chundvol daily for the last vight 
yeas, ¢ 


Nabab Khan Bahadus, said+ Lam 46 yours old. Tama 
tinemakor, T work nine hours and carn ten annas daily, J 
have smoked threo annas woth of ehundool daily for the 
last ton years. Lam marned and haye childhon, My health 
is very good, I havo nothing to complain. 


Sekh Ali Mahomed, in very good condition, suid: Tam 
a bake: and am 40 years old, “Tearn ten ans duly. | 
have smoked two annas worth of chundool daily for Che last 
ten years, Tam mmnied and have three childyon, 


Sawlal Bal Govindlal, a well-builé young man, seid: | 
am 29 yeas old Lama photographor and carn about three 
rupees a day. Ihave smoked six peo worth of chiudool 
daily for the last three yoars My health is vory goo, 1 
work seven hows daly, Iam manied und have two childron, 


Sewli Rama, in very good health, sud: Tam 30 yong 
old and am a cart-driyer. I work twelve hows daily and 
cain ten annas, I have smoked one aunas worth of chuwdual 
daily for the last five years. 


Din Mahomed Wkoo, slightly withored, said; T wn 59 
yeats old. Tam a beggar and earn sia annus dly. (have 
smoked two annas worth of chundvol daily lor the lust ten yours, 
Ltook 1tfor asthma 1 am better now, ‘but have not ‘com- 
pletely recoymod, 
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Tu opouiug the proceedings the CHAIRMAN (Sir Ropet 
Lothbridge, torn, Me) sud:—Ladies and Gentlemen ; 
we have this wlornoon the great advantage of boing addyoss- 
cd on a subject that muat bo interesting to all of those wha 
are connected with India, by a gentloman who is admitted 
on all sides to be one of tlle fist living authorities on the 
aubjoct on which he will speak tous to-day. (Loar, hear.) 
For that reason, and because U hope that this meotuig will 
at dnce plunge in medias ves to the business before it, I will 
not dotain you (inthe than io say that I now call upon Six 
William Moore to address you on “ The Opnun Question.” 
(Heur, hea.) 


Si WILLIAM MOORR then send his paper as follows:— 

F scarcely need mention to the members of Us Socicly, that 
opunc ss prepared fiom the poppy (Lapuver somniferwm). 
The poppy heads or capsulos ao searified at the proper time 
Gu Mabve towards the ond of March), and the juico which 
exten fam such incisions is scraped off and collected, 
Oyun is a very complor substance, the active principles it 
conhuns ae nuncious, and different samples vary much i 
connposttion Both oprum itselt, and the various principles 
which may be evtiacted fiom it by the cheinsst, act differ ont- 
ly on various systems, Constitutions, and temperaments, and 
in diferent diseased conditions. Habituation to the drug 
alo modifies its acon ‘Che most umportané constituents of 
opnun ae morphie and coder, both of which occur in connec« 
fon wih meee aad, Next there a naiaa All these 
aro uarcotic in action, but observers have repotted very dit. 
Sevoutly as to theu powers Then there 1s papayeune, which, 
neo alone, exes slong naleot powers, without inducing 
ay previous stage of cacitement. Neat there ie a group 
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cginptising narcotin, thebaia, landanomun, and eryplopin, 
Of these the most impottunt is narcotiu, which has been 
ascertained io° possess considerable antiperiodie powers. 
Various other constituents ofeninor tirportance have beop 
isolated by chemists, and There are also gum, caouichoue,- 
rvesin, and colowing muaiter. Alihough the diffrent Gon- 
stituents may vary somewhat in their actions, and although 
opium itself may vary somewhat in ils action, still, practically 
speaking, there is always sullivient similarity of inflaence 
to warrant us speaking of the physiological action of opium, 
Opium and its preparations as presenbed by physicians aro 
mostly used for the alleviation of pain, aud to procure aie 
Lain not, however, considerig the effects of opium whtth 
prescribed by physicians, but the effoets of opium when 
taken by the habitual consumer, This efferts depends on 
the manner in which the opium is taken, on the amount 
taken on the constitution of the person, and on the quality 
of the opium, Virst, as fo smokihg. lt should be under- 
stood that it is not crude opium which is smoked, but a 
preparation of opium, known as chandul ov chandoo, made 
by boiling, straining, and boiling again, It has been said 
that chandul contains all the active principles of opitu in 
aconconirated form. L am nob aware that chandul has 
ever boon submitied to critiea! chomicul analysis, Lot it, 
however, be adinitied that in chandul, the active principles 
of opium are concentrated, When it is considered low 
chandul is smoked, it becomes perfectly evident, that nutel 
of the agtive principles af the opium wast bo destroyed. 
The bewl of the opinm pipe is so nude as to allord a sill 
hole only, {nto or rathor on ta, this hole, a little batt of 
chandul, the size of a lurge pea, is placed, andl if projects 
above the surface of the bowl The chandid is then held 
close to the flame ofa lump whore it burns, (rivalos, and 
somotimes blazes, vapour atthe same time being drawn 1p 
through the stem of the pipe. [t must, therefore, be evittont * 
that much of the netive principles of te opinm are dissipated 
aud destroyed by heat. ‘Uhe* narcotic principles passing 
through the pipe from the deflagrating chandnd, musi bo 
small indeed, But, if inhaled, they are brought into almost 
direct communication with tho blool as it passes through 
the spongy texture of the respiratory organs. On the pre 
ciplo find experimentam tn vor pore vidi, ) smoked a chaudnl 
pipe inthe opium shops of Bombay, and experienced ue 
more effeels than from smoking a ‘Prichi chorovt, When 
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repotition of a pipe doos produce result, thore is first a slight 
stimulation or Ayhileeine feeling Which, porvades the whole 
system. After other pipes are taken there is a tendency to 
doze, much as occurs after a, first, second, or third glass 
of “ brandy hot.” There is this tkfference, howevor, betweon 
the-offeci&of opium and of spirits when takon to oxcoss... 
With the opium smoker tho different stagos of alcoholic 
inobrity, the friendly, the argumentative, the captious, tho 
communicative, the sontimental, the quarrelsome, the maud- 
lin, affectionate, and the extremely drunk, do not develop in 
opium smokers, 
Jf pure chandul were always smoked there would be no 
iff effects whatover. But this is not the case, There is a 
preparation known as muddut, and it is significant that 
muddut menns help, assistance, aid Muddut is made from 
tho scraping of opium pipes, refuso of chandul, dried bran, 
or oven dried cow dung. And there is tyechandoo composed 
of the refuse of opium pipe8, the refuse of opium, gungah or 
bhang, and bad tobacco. Tobacco smokers know the dif- 
ference between good and bad or adulterated tobacco And 
as for wino and spirits, as the wine merchant said on his 
death-bed, as his last advico to his sons, “ Remember! wine 
is made of everything, sometimes even of grapes.” So it is 
with opium, which is often saddled with injurious effects 
which should be attributed to adultcration, It has beon 
ignorantly stated that opium smoking is much moro doletori- 
ous than eating it, or than drinking opium water. Now 
when opium is eaten, all tho active principles are introduced 
into the system. Opium taken into the stomach lessens both 
secretions and movements of that organ, and so checks diges- 
tion, ‘The opium itself has to be digested and absorbed 
before it passes into the system. When this has been 
accomplished, thero is the same excitement and soothing 
effects as from smoking, But, asa matter of fact, while it 
‘must be admitted that chandul smoking is less injurious than 
opium cating, still opium eating is not the utterly destructive 
habit which it has been portrayed, The effects of opium 
taken in any manner are altogether on tho nervous system, 
and, howevor great, they pass off. Thoro is no organic disense 
traceable to the use of opium, whether used in modorate 
quantities or in excess, At first there may be a tendency to 
constipation, and when taken for a long time in oxcess it 
may cause, in some constitutions, a semi-hystorical condition, 
with dendency to diarrhoa. These are functional disorders, 
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ayid functional disorders only aro indueed by even the impro- 
por use of opium. On this ‘point there is romarkablo con- 
sensus of authority. Sir G. Birdwood states that ho “ noyor 
Imow a single instaned of dgath from its uso,” excepting of 
courso when inken as & poigOn. Sir d. Fayrer siys, “on medical, 
~ grounds I seo no reason for advocating tho abroga“ion’ of the 
present regulations concerning opin in India.” Surgeon 
Liout.-Coloncl TenUey, crm, “has never scon life shortened 
bytho habitual use of opium.” Surgcon-Genoral Murray says, 
“opium has a seal place among the gifts of God for brighten- 
‘ing and choering life in a hot and unhealthy climate,” 
Dr. George Watt says, ho “acarched in vain amongst, “tho 
ordinary poople of the country (India) for ovidenco of tts 
injurious effects.” Dr. William Peargo says, “ T cannot recall 
a singlo instance of evil from its use.” Dr. Mowatt states that 
in 56,892 of dispensary patientsin Bongal, thero was not 
a single one of disease or death attributed to the use or abuso 
of opium, and yet thore were not few habitual consumers, 
Also that in tho Province of Bengal, during a period of six 
years, there were 302,374 persons sentenced to jail, of whom 
6,717 divd, but not a single caso of discase or death was 
attributable to opium. Dr, Mouatt moreover adds, that the 
same remark applies to the crimes for which the puople wore 
incarcerated, Now all these are quict recent authoritative 
utterances, called foith by tho recrudescence of activity of 
tho Anti-opium Society, Tf necessary I could produco seores 
of other similar statoments of an carlier dato. : 


Bui if alcohol is takon to oxcess, disoasos are sooner or 
lator induced in the most important organs of the body. Matty 
dogoneration ocours, the liver and kidneys become offected, tho 
hoaré participates, paralysis may oceur, or tho porgon may be 
out off by delirium tromons, ‘Thon thero is this difference 
betwoon the dipsomanine and the opium-maniag, While wo 
may bo porfectly certain tho latter will always retain tho 
attitude of repose, we never know when the furmer may. not * 
try to kill his wifo, his friond or himself, Now Iam pleased 
to be able to comply with the invitation ofthe Council of this 
Socioty by contributing a paper on this opium question, 
Bocause itis a subject which demands ventilation, Beewuso 
T have some reason to think that at the next gonoral olection 
it will bo made more or less a party question, Beenuse for a 
long time past the Society for the suppression of tho opium 
trafic have had tho ear of tho public without much endeavour 
by thoso really acquainted with the subject, to place the othor 
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side of the matter before the public. There are a class of 
people in this grand-motherly ingland, who, having no desire 
to trouble themselves by investigating matters, are ready to 
accept with astounding credulidy the ipse diwit of those who 
speak loudest and with the greitest confidence, whether 
officors’ of tho Salvation Army, quack doctors, or anti- 

. opiumisis. Especially is this the case when religious senti- 
ment is made a factor, and which the anti-opiumists, wise 
in their generation, have not hesitated to use as the lever of 

‘ their work, Some of their proceedings are much on the lines 
of the Salvation Army, without the excuse of so good a cause. 
They have recently had Sandwich men parading the streets, 
“@ptum: the Anglo-Indian curse of China ” being displayed 
in gigantic letiers, They have been selling sensational and 
silly pamphlets at a penny a piece. They have collected 
subscriptions from the public. They have held meetings at 
which, as Mr. Bhownagrec told us at the Society of Arts, 
only anti-opiumists are allowed to speak. {Tere is a specimen. 
of anti-opium oratory. “This Government of India which 
is so beslayored by the lick-spitiles of the Anglo-Indian 
Press, and by an equally slavish press hero in England, this 
Government, I say, would rathor consign countless millions 
to cternal damnation than abate one penny of this infamous 
revenue, J say to you that God’s curse will rest on that 
Govornment, and that it will rot away.” Asthe Times of 
India, April 16th last, observed, “ thore are only two classes 
of pooplo who would possibly spoak like this at a public 
moeting; raving hinatics, or the worst or most unserupulous 
of party agitators,” 

Thon the anti-opiumist have induced five thousand 
medical men of the United Kingdom to sign a declaration 
to tho offect that the use of opium is morally and physically 
dobasing, and associated with many and great dangors to 
.the people of India.” What these dangers are, however, 
is not stated. Tho anti-opiwmists havo also formed a “ Tadies 
Anti-opium Urgency Leaguo,” "or tho bonefit of those 
desirous of joining the Ladies’ Anti-opium Urgency League, 
I will mention that Miss Rachel Braithwaito, 812, Camden 
Road, should be addressed. You will find on the Committee 
somo sixtcon Madames, and, delightful! sovon or cight 
Missos ! 

Societies in their constitution aro very like joint-stock 
companics, Noblomen and bishops should bo president and 
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ylce-presidents, and many people with handles to thoir namos 
Line be on the,boartl of management, or as it is more 
usually and grandiloquently called, tho Council. ‘This boing 
accomplished, the ot‘polloi gyay with confidence be invited 
to become mombers and te Satine to the funds, It mubt, 
not be forgotten, however, that an energetic paid sceretary is a 


sine quad non. One of the principal qualifications of a gecro. 


tary is ability 10 continually represent his Socicty as doing 
“wx good decd in a naughty word.” I yidently it would 
seem from what has been said of the recent action of the Anti- 
opium Sovisty, the able energetic seerctary does not mean to 
loso a remuneratiye post if he can help it | Mistakes, howdyor, 
are made even by Socicties, and the obtaining of five thotsemd 
modical mon’s signatures to the evil effects of opium on the 
people of India, and the formation of a Ladies’ Anti-opium 
League, wore certainly misttkes, Now I feel quite sure that 
the vast majority of medical men signing the paper referred 
to, know very little more about the uso of opium as practised 
in tho East, than the Madames and Misses of the Committee 
of the Ladies’ Anti-opium Urgoney League, They, equally 
with the ladies, know that opium is a poison, and, therefore, 
think it bad to take, unless prescribed by one of themsclves. 
They, equally with the ladics, have been so instructed by 
scnsitional statements, that they have aceepted the deloterious 
offecis of opium as an established fact from their youth up- 
wards, or ever since they haye—I will not say thought --but 
heard anything about the matter. : 
Twas dining out the other day, and my noxt lady noigh- 
hour said: “Tam really surprised ai what I hear of you, 
advocuting so immoral a practicoas the uso of opin!” f 
repliod: “ Nxeuso me! I have not advocated the use of 
opium any more than E have advocated the use of wine or 
spirits, which I obscrvo you do not altogether condemn, T 
have only said that opium taken to excess is not so injurious 
as aleohol taken to excess, that opium is almost a nacessity 
of life to some people, and that there is no moro immorality 
in smoking i ae than in dritking wine or smoking tobacco. 
May Lask why you sty itisimmoral?” “ Oh! because it 
is!” “But Why ?? “Oh! because T have heard got” 
Who told you?” “TT veally cannot tell.” But you aust 
tell now you haye brought these charges,” “ Well! Well! 
I think it was Mrs, So-and-So.” “And who told Mrs So- 
and-So?”” TJ think she heard it at some missionary 
meeting!” For their own sakes it is to be hoped that the 
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doctors previously referred to, and the ladies of the Anti- 
opium Urgency League, have some’ better grounds for tha 
faith thatisin them. ‘I'his, however, I doubt. * I would ask: 
have these doctors and these ladies, have the missionaries, 
have the majority of anti-opiumistsy have the Sccretary and 
the Honorary Sceretary of the Anti-opium Society, has the , 
. Goliath of anti-opiumists, Sir J. Pease himself, visited and 
studicd the life and morals of the liquor-shops of London, or 
of other largo British towns? Have they studicd tho lifo 
‘and morals of the opium shops of the Hast? I do not mean 
have they paid a casual visit to such places, but have they 
gone repeatedly, with the intention of studying the matter ? 
Hévo the ladies, the doctors, the missionarics, and the 
members of the Anti-opium Society generally, smoked opium ? 
If they have not done such things, I unhesitatingly say that 
they are unqualified to form much less to assert many opinions 
they have so dogmatically asserted 6 6 ew ey 


* 

Tt has been asserted that the British introduced opium into 
China, whereas there is abundant evidence to prove that 
opium was produced and used in Chine centuries before the 
British took any there, Jt has been stated that the Chincse 
Government wished to stop the use of opium, and especially 
of Indian opium. ‘Che latter wish was probably sincere, the 
former certainly not so. They found payments for Indian 
opium drained silver from the country, and, moreover, 
interfered with the wnount of revenue obtained from opium 
cultivation in China, As a matter of fact, the Chinese 
governmont wanted Indian competition out of the field, It 
has been roundly asserted that Indian opinm is rapidly 
destroying the Chinese nation! Whereas the Chinese, 
carrying their opium pipes, invade the world, In almost 
all walks of life the Chinainan can compete with and beat 
the Kavopean, surpassing him in industry, sobricty, and 
carefulness of living. he Chinese have proved themselves 
the strongest, most ndusivious and enduring, ay well as tho 
most thrifty and prudent, of ,all people, A Chinaman will 
work for very small wages, and live upon food a Lrilisher 
would scorn, And opiuin enables him. to do this, 

The opium smoker is said to be betrayed by his 
© emaciated appearance, lank and shrivelled limbs, sallow 
visage, lotiering gait, fecble yoice, and gonoral imbeuility.” 
This is ruc only from avery excessive use of thedrug., It 
would be just as true io assert that the spirit drinker iy 


, 
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betrayed by delirium tromons, which only oceurs from great 
excess, As before ,obsctved, there is no organic discaso the 
result of opiurh. A great point has boon made of tho bastorn 
practice of dosing children ,yuith opium. onbiless both in 
India and China this causes many deaths of children. But 
so has opium in this country, inthe guise of soothing’ syrups, 
cordials, clixins, &e., preparations which are not presonied . 
atthe next shop round the corner to Indian and Chintese 
mothers of fractious babes. . , 


Ithas been assorted that the habitual use of opium 
terminates life in about, five years; now I was acqnatnted 
with natives of India, who had used opium (rom boyhood, gad 
who at forty, fifty, or even the grand climateric of sixty-throe 
were hale wnd hearty as any of their fellows, One of the 
best Indian servants | ever had was aconfirmed opium smoker, 
He was with me many years, and travelled many thousands 
of miles with me, dying recently at an advanced age, 


It has been stated that a person once using opin cannot 
giveitup, ‘This is incorrect, Many smoke one day and_ not 
again for a week. Aga matter of Lact, however, most smokers 
finding no harm, but rather benefit from the practice, do not 
abandon the habit. Neithor do they, as has been asserted, 
continually increase the dose. 


Maladies for which opium is deken have been ingnorantly 
attributed to opium. Opium is credited with produoing ‘that 
for which it isdaken, {here quoto from my description of 
“Tho Opitun shops of Bombay ” :— 

“Many of the hubituds, although not in rowlily very 
old, are yet wizened, promaturely old, und debilitated. Most, 
liko Cassius, have a lean and hungry louk, as if suffering from 
famine, * sleck headed? amen are in #® minority, Some 
enter Lko animated chamel houses, with merely skin and 
flesh enough to conceal tho pathological horrors they contain,’ 
Yet this ts not atlributable lo opm. Mis the goneral 
mannor of lilo, the uusantifry surroundings, wart andl 
disease, whieh produce a similar class in other large viticn 
where opiune is not smoked and where gin tikes is place. 
‘Nus person suffers from a bad cough, and is evidently 
asthinalic or constumplive; that person is wealkened by 
rhotunatism 5 a thiad is shivering in the cold stage of apuo jaa 
filth has somé irvitating and painful skin disense sa sixth 
has suffered trom want of food, and tv appease the dnugry 
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edge of appetite flies to opium, as others have recourse to 
opitun for the relief of pain. Probably tyvo-thirds belong 6, 
one or other of the classes referred to, and, in my humble 
opinion, they do much better, for themselves by smoking 
chandul than they would do by «drinking country liquor, 
Thoge ‘who cast stones with such virulence and so 
. prothisenously at these poor opium smokers, do so in 
ignorance, and without the grace of that best of virtues, 
charity, ‘hey ignorantly regard the maladics they 
“sec in opium houses, not as discases for the reliof of which 
opium is taken, but as the effects of opium, and on such 
mistaken grounds uncharitably condomn, .... Men 
having a good digestion—which somcone coupled with a bad 
heart—after dining sumptuously, may leave their domestic 
bliss, and with full pockets attend the meeting of the Anti- 
oe Society, and there condemn opium smokers one and 
all, The Pecksniifian strain so often adopted, may be para- 
phrased into, ‘Oh! my worldly friends, pursuing the guilty 
mazes of opium dissipation, how easy itis to be happy if you 
would only be good!’ But a person ignorant of natural 
histary is unable to consider a fresh water polype, otherwise 
than as a sort of animated weed, cortainly not fil for the table ; 
similarly a person ignorant of the various motives which lead 
to opium smoking, is unable to differentiate between the use 
and abuso of the drug, and is, therefore, altogether unchari- 
table to the defects of poor human nature” As with gin 
drinking, so with opium smoking, the practice is much in- 
fluenced by the good or bad sanitary surroundings of a 
population, 


Tt has been stated that the use of opinm accounts for the 
number of beggars in Chineso cities. But mondicancy is not 
confined 10 Chinese cities. It is common to all Wastorn cities, 
ospecially where certain religious creeds prevail, and 
.particularly if under a native government: as the streots of 
Constantinople, Bagdad, Bussorah, Cabul, and many other 
places, bear witness As shoying the deloterious effects of 
opium, a great point has been made of the tact that romedios 
for the effects of opium are advertised by Chinese physicians. 
O dear! Seareely an English newspaper can be taken up 
which does not advertise nostrums for the results of dissipation. 
In the medical journals may be seen the advertisements of 
dozens of Homes for Dipsomaniaes, which abound in this 
goody-goody country. Ii docs not, however, appoar that 
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the Ohinese have yet vagarded the use of opinm as so de. 
atnuctive, as té necessitate asylums for those indulging in ita 
use, . 
Ithas been stated that gpium causes sterility, In ny 
“ Opium shops of Bombay,” I havo given reasons why this. 
. is not the case, Moreovor, tho population of China shows no 
‘sign of decreasing, and the population of India has incroago 
during recent yoars to an alarming extont, ; 
The use of opium, it is svid, not only injures the health 
but also the morals of the Chinese. Morals have differed 
at different periods of the word’s history. ‘They differ noy in 
different countries. ‘Talking of Chineso morals is as niuch 
“clap-trap" aa talking of the morals of the night-side of 
London! John Bull has been culled upon to view opium with 
horror, because it has been said to be so poweiful that 2 man 
must lie down to smoke it. Ile cannot smoke it sitting or 
standing up like a Buiton takes hig gin or beer, ‘Vhis is utter 
nonsense ; opium may be smoked in any posture, Custom, 
convenience, choice, and the manner in which opium shops 
are fitted, led to the habit of reclining to smoke opium, just 
as custom, convenience, choice, &c., fed to the habit of ‘the 
Romans reclining at their banquets. 


But perhaps the most astounding statement which has 
beon made is, that so much ground being taken up for opium 
in India, is the cause of famines thoro, sufficient ground not 
being left for cereals; the fact being that only a decimal 
proportion of tho cultivatablo ground in India is givon to 
opium, and on this ground maize or vegetables are often 
grown when the opium crop is off, It was roundly asserted 
that “tho cultivation of opium in Malwa diverted agricultural 
products to such an extent, that in the neighbouring province 
of Rajpootann 1,200,000 human beings died of starvation or 
of the diseases caused thereby.” Now the Anti-opiumists 
making this and similar statoments, must have been giosaly 
ignorant, or have designedly ignored all rectitude. «Ag 
regards the Rajasthan famino, [know (having been there at 
the time) that the famine of the first year was eausod by the 
total failure of the rains, and of the second yen by tho 
yayages of locusts. And I also know, that hundreds of thou- 
sands of people emigrating fiom the famine districts found 
food for themselves and cattle 1m the opium-growing state of 
Malwa. And Lalso know that opium saved many lived 
duriug the famine by enabling the people to live on legs food 
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and by checking that tendency to fever arid bowel complaint 
which famine excites. ees ‘ 

Té has been stated that the Indign ryote’ are ‘forced to 
grow opium. This is positively untrue. It’has been stated 

-the Indian Princes in whose territory opium ia grown, 
Holkar, Scindiah, &., would gladly give up the revenue they , 
dorive therefrom. They would do this with aboutthe same 
amount of gladness as the hundreds of thousands of Indians 
who now obtain a livelihood from the cultivation, sale, and 
other items connected with opium, would give up their means 
of living at the instance of irresponsible London agitators, 

‘It has been stated that the opium traffic exerts a demo- 
ralising influence on the Government'of India because the 
facility with which revenue is obtained from opium prevents 
attention being given to other ‘matters. But the Government 
of India may claim a progress in every way during the last 
two or three decades which,has never been equalled in India, 
nor probably in any other country. Yet an anti-opiumist 
has publicly said that the demoralized Government of India 
means unmoved the “ sale of hundreds of young girls into 
immorality in order that their depraved parents may be 
enabled ‘to purchase more of the deadly opium,” and ‘has also 
implied that her Majesty the Queen Umpress “fosters a 
traffic which, as has béen repeatddly ‘pointed out, is the 
moans of decaying thousands of innocent jon ial itito 
dens of infamy.” (Vide Times of India, April 16th, 1892.) 

‘Thoro is only one word which can be truthfully applied 
to such gutter-eloquence, and of which the anti-opiumists 
ought to be thoroughly ashamed, 

It has been over and over again stated that opium was 
tho cause of war with China, and that the adrhiasion of opium 
into China was forced on the Chinese at the point of bayonet 
and mouth of the gun, Now ata mecting of the Soviety of 

Arts, April 22nd last, Mr. George Batten, late of the Bengal 
Qivil Service, read an able paper on the opium question. 
There were present at the meeting, Sir Thomas Wade, 
@.0m a, and Mr. Horatio Law, o.B., the officials who actually 
conducted the treaty with the Chinese, and these gentlemen 
stated that the Chinése admitted opium, amongst hundreds 
of other articles on the tariff, as a legal article of import, not 
under consiraint, but of their own free will, Yet this has 
been contradiateéd by anti-opnumists who were-not in China 
atthe time, were not officially connected in any way with the 
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conduct of tho maiter, and who could haya no access to the 
‘documents relating to the matter, Therofore My. H. Lay, 0.3. 
voad a prpor at the Balloon Sosiaty, on April 22nd lost, 
ontitled “Did Lord Elgin foreo opium on China in 1868?” 
I moved a resolution, which ‘was afierwards carriod, to the 
offoct that this mecting having howd Mr. Lay's paper, 
consider it to be conclusively proved that opium was not 
foreod upon the Chinese tari) “Took ocension to say that, 
I feared from my oxperience of anti-opnimists they would not 
be convinced oven if an angel from heaven appeared to thom, 
or one rose from the dead. In their obstinacy they reminded 
mo of the porson who declined to change his religion if ho 
woro certain of going io heayen therefrom. And sure enough, 
an amendment was handed up to the effect that the meoting 
did not consider it proved that opium was not foreed on tho 
Chinose iariff. Which amendment, I have reason to know, 
was written before tho mocting had an opportunity of hoar- 
ing nearly all Mr. Lay had to say on the subject | 


. . ' . . . 


Lastly, the auti-opiumists will not admit that any beno- 
fitis dovived from the use of opium, Ihavo no timé to 
detail the benefits which aro derived further than has been 
already done, Bui if it bo asked why tho natives of many 
parts of India and of the Kast take opium, require opium, 
and aye bonefitted by opium, I reply (so far as Indians are 
concerned) as follows. Numbers are born of semi-starved 
parents, they work hard under a tropical sun, they livo on 
adiot the use of which is semi-starvation. Many aro in a 
condition of chronic ill-nourishment from thoir youth up- 
wards. Thoy are latently, if not putenily, scorbutic, 
and they are so prone to howoel affections, that diarrhoa 
has been called Aorbus Bengalensis, They aro still more 
prone to tup or bukhar (fever), a fever which ofton docs not 
xesomble any of the typos described in text books, but is the 
samo character of fever as_the fever of prolonged oyor-oxer- 
tion written of by Dr. Knott of Dublin, or the fatigue 
fevor of Mon. Peter. € 


The condition of these people has thus boon sciontifically 
stated by Dr. W. Pearse, “ their protoplasm is of a vory ox- 
ended or exhausted kind, and in a state of unstable cquili- 
rium, with weak molecular bonds,” ‘l'o very large numbers 
any other form of stimulant than opium is debarred, either 
by cost or sect, Itis theso conditions, climatic, diotetic, 
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social, and country produce, which impels to the use of opium 
as almost a necessity of life, , . : 


The anti-opiumists would altogether abolish the use of 
opium in India excepting when ordered by a physician. If 
this were done what would happen? Well! this would 
happen! The last;stage of hundreds of thousands of poor 
people in India would be worse than the first. Thousands 

"auld be thrown out of employment. The person suffering 
from. want of food would not be able to appease his hunger 
‘by the customary dose of opium, and when scarcity or 
famineoccurs, thousands more would die than before. The 
person having io undergo great physical fatigue would 
not be able to render himself proof against it by opium ; 
neither would he be able to share the opium with his 
camel or horse, which, especially before the days 
of railways, was a point ofhonour with the rider. The 
Rapoot would not be able to offer the stixrup-cup of 
umal pawnee-opium wators~(of which I have often partaken) 
to his friend as the latter leaves before the grey of the morn- 
ing, or with the rising of the moon in the evening, for a thirty 
mile ride over the sands of Marwar, Bickaneer, or Jeysulmeer, 
The opium pipe could not be introduced as now, when, after 
the evening meal, it takes the place of the wine or spirits 
consumed in other countries. Thus thousands would be 
debarred from a harmless enjoyment. But perhaps the worst 
results would fall upon the frequenters of the opium shops, 
many of whom, as before described, going there to obtain 
relief from pain. Noither could the dwellers in malarious 
districts protect themselves from fover and ague by the use of 
opium, as is the case especially in Orissa, the Godavery 
districts, Guzcrat, and many other parts of India, The 
native princos, in whose territory opium is produced, would 
bo thoroughly disgusted at their treaties being broken, at the 
loss of revenue which they would snffer. And the Govern- 
smont of India would lose some six millions annually. To 
meet such a less of revenue the cotton dutics would have 
to be reimposed, and the salt tax doubled, or tho income tax 
multiplied by six. This is not, however, all the loss which 
would bo incurred. Poppy seeds are an important article 
of consumption, and of commerce. They are caten, they 
afford an oil, which is oxpressed both in India, and from 
soods imported to Europe. The oil-cake is caten by the poorer 
classes, und also much is given to cattle. The young seedlings, 
when first weeded, are used as vegotables. It has been 
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galoulated by Mr, George Batten, that when all losses to 
“India are estimated, which would result from the demands 
of the anti-opiumiats being canicd out, the sum total would 
amount to thirteen millions sterling annually ! 


An onforced revohition of social habits and oustoms, 
. Offence to the Indian princes, increased taxation, while 
hundreds of thousands of people aro thrown out of employ- 
ment, is cortainly not the way to rotain a satisfied, loyal 
India, even if it be compatible with retention at all, And 
all for what? Because a small proportion of persons using 
opium do so to excess, and thus afford an irresponsible,and, 
Twill add, ignorant body of agitators in London, a slight 
basis on which to raisoa superstructure of sonsational “fal- 
lacies, fo. tho horrification of the British public, and the 
delusion of tho House of Commons, It has been said that 
India will be lost on the floor of the House of Commons, 
and if the demands of the anti- opiumists wore granted, 
another stép towards such a consummation would be taken. 
Let us hopo for astrong government ; a government strong 
enough to tell the anti-opiumists plainly that thoy will not 
be permitted to dominate over hundreds of thousands of 
persons in the Hast, as to what they are to oat, drink, or 
avoid. Suppose, for instance, a Mahomedan nation controlled 
an Huropean nation, and eltogethor interdicted the use of 
spitits and tobacco. How would the anti-opmmists, many 
‘of whom, at least, are not teo-totalers, like that? 


Doputy Surgeon-Goneral CHARLES MOORE JHSSOP 
anid that at 1 o'clock that day he saw that his friond Sir 
William Moore was going to read a papor and ho at once 
hastened home, gota certain report, and brought a oouple 
of oases that might intorost the meoting. About twenty+two 
yoars ago he had to go to Labuan with roferenco to somo 
diseaso among the Malay soldiers thon quartered thero, 
They wore accused of smoking opium in largo quantitios, 
On investigation ho found this was not the case, and thore- 
fore he had to go into tho subject of the quantity of opium 
people could smoke—that Malays, or Chinese, orfinglish 
could smoke—without causing discase, The bottle ho held 
in his hand held about an ounce, It did not woigh an 
ounce anda quarter. The othor small horn weighed not 
quite half an ounce, and contained about thisty-fivo iconts’ 
worth of opium. The ordinary smoking quantity was 
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thirty-five cont’s worth. Aman could smoke that without, 
the slightest inconvenience. Some df the Malay soldier. 
did not smoke quite so much. An ordinary smoker could 
smoke an ounce of this without inconvenience, and is none: 
the worse for it, Avery “immeral” Ohinaman, as he 
would be called perhaps, could smoke two ounces of thia; 
,but it was very few who could afford this because it was ‘ 
rather expensive, In Ceylon the soldiers could obtain 
opium much cheaper than in Labuan. Dr. Treacher had 
‘aaid, “ A Chinaman can smoke half a dollar's worth a day 
and not be particularly ill with it cither.” A moderato 
amoker used ten or twenty cents’ worth, ‘Thirty-five cents’ 
worth’ weighs 180 grains, The Report he held in his hand 
atated: that to have been ascertained exactly by filling a 
thirty-five cent box with prepared opium. He did not think 
he hadjanything more to say, except that he had sorved in 
Qhina three or four years at one time, and a year anda 
half at another, and he hadeseen a good deal of the Chinese 
and their opium habits. He pat not say that he ever 
discovered any thing injurious, or that the people looked in 
the wretched condition described by some persons as the 
effect of smoking opium. He had taken the evidence af the 
Chinese in Singapore and Hong Kong, and they none of 
them said it wasin any way injurious, He did not think 
+ he need say anything more. 

Mr, W. C, MODI said on account of, the shortness of 
time he should confine himself to what he had himself seen, 
in various parts of [ndia—he meant Rajpootana (Ahmedabad) 
and Guzerat. On account of the agitation in connection 
with the opium trade he had occasion to talk with people 
who knew very much about it, and he himself had had some 
experience in individuals and communities who were habitual 
opium eaters. Le might say, to begin with, that generally 
the statements mace in the paper read by Sir William Moore 
bore out the oxporience of those who know something more 
than superficially about the opium users of Rajpootana. fle 
could not say about other pafis of India, If the effects of 
opium wore to be judged from the condition of the physique 
or the morals of the people, then he would say the physical 
condition of the people of Rajpootana and the absence of 
crime on account of opium eating was a piactical refutation 
of.those who said that opium cating destroyed the people. 
For six years he had many occasions of coming’ into contact 
with peuple whe were habitual opium smokers, That was 
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during his pyactice at the bar there. In the history of crime 
during those six years Ite did not seo a single case of criminal 
offence originating from the abuse of opium. Cortain of the 
tribes in certain parts of India were not doprived of thoir 
arms, the mecting would-be surprised porhaps at knowing 
that although they ave habitual opium users thoy nover asad 

* their arms in any way while under the influence of opium 
or after, It could not be so said of those who took alcohol 
to excess. So far as India was concerned he had seen the 
most terrible crimes committed resulting from the excessive 
use of country liquor called bhang, but he had never 
geen any arising from opium. Le would ask whethor if you 
deprived the people of opium you would suceced in miking 
them better or worse? His belief was, that if you deprived 
them of opium they would go to worse things. If opiam 
was takon from them and re-placed by country liquor or 
bhang, or inferior whisky or brandy, thon you would be 
placing a greater evil there ine place of a losser one, As 
rogards that gentleman who spoke about the dens in Austra- 
lia, was it nota refutation of the ifl-effects of opivm when 
he said the men were most industrious? Ho had seear tho 
opium caters in India enjoy very long life, and they 
managed their proporty as well as any sober peuple on the 
earth, |, f : 3 ‘ ‘ i . . 

Mr. ROBERT H. ELLIOT: Sir Roper Lethbridgo, 
ladies and gentlemen,—I havo tho greatest possible ploasure 
in proposing a hearty vole of thanks to Sir William Moore 
for his oxtremely interesting, lively and entertaining Lectura, 
Iimay say we have heard a very good.lecture, and wo hive 
had a vory animated and interesting discussion. To that 
discussion I did not add, though I thought of doing so, I 
will only add one romark now. I[ think it would be vory 
interesting if we would calculate the amount of opium grown 
in tho world, and then divide it into tho vast populations we 
have to deal with, We should find probably ihe quantity 
would not do any harm, and it is highly improbable that 
there will over be grown cnofigh to do any harm, vertainly 
not so much as alcohol. You heard one of the speakers sry 
it is very diffieult for any person tv indulgo in opium without 
falling a victim to it. I have for a grent many years past 
always carried my opium pipe about with me, and [should 
be sorry to part with it for a single day, 
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What are the reasons put forth for demanding the de- 
spotic destruction by a foreign country of a valuable Indian 
indystry which, besides satisfying an internal demand in India 
itself, provides one-tenth of the whole export trade of mer- 
chandise from India ? : 


The basis of this demand is the hypothesis that, except 
for medicinal purposes, the use of opium is wholly pernicious, 
that it demoralises and ruins, body andsoul, . . 


It seems at first to have been valued for its medicinal 
qualities ; but that it was not confined to this is proved by 
quotations from the Chinese pocls of the 10th century. One, 
named Su Ché, writing on the poppy, which he grew in his 
garden, saya:— 


“ Jt is sown with wheat, and ripens with panicled millet; 
when growing, it may be eaten like the vegetables in spring. 
‘The seeds are like autumn millet, When ground, thoy yield a 
sap lilro cow’s milk; when boiled, they become a drink fit for 
Buddha, Old men, whose powers have decayed, who have 
little appetite, who, when they cat meat, cannot digest it, and 
(when they eat vegetables cannot distinguish their flavour, 
should take this drink Use a willow mallet and a stone 
bagin to beat it, boil it in water that has been sweetened 
with honey, [¢ restores tranquility to the lungs and nourishes 
the stomach. Lor three years the door has boon closed, and 
Thave gono nowhero and comeback from nowhere. I see 
here the ‘ Lformit of the Shade’ (a Taoist pricst) and the 
long-robed Buddhist priest; when they sit opposite 1 forgot 
té sponk. Then I have but to drink a cup of this poppy-seed 
decoction, {£ lwgh, I am happy, | have come to Ying- 
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oh’uan, and gm wandering on the banks of its river. I seam to 
‘be climbing the slopes of tho Lu Mountain in the far West.” 


. . eee + . . . . . 


L will now proceed 4 disenss the crucial question as to the 
effects of consuming opium, of which there are various forms, 
In Ohina the usual form is by what is called smoking opium. 
In India it is caten, In Europe it is drunk in tho form of 
laudanum, or a tincture prepared in spirits of wine. Wo 
must consider what is the efiect on the average consumer, 
and not confine our attention to tho cases of those persons 
only who indulge in the habit to oxecss, casos which I‘ shall 
show are exceptional, a 


The Anti-Opium Society look at only ono side of thia 
question, and they arrive at their conclusions by generalising 
over the whole numbor of opium consumers the results observ 
ed or recorded in the case of frequonters of what are called 
“ opium dens.” Even in these cases they make no allowance 
for the fact that many of the indulgors in the drug have been 
led to the habit by painful diseases, from whieh they have 
sought and found relicf in opium, and that these discases—not 
due but anteccdent to the resort to the drug—largely account 
for the wretched appearance and condition of the pationis, 
This 1s much as if ono who derived his knowledge of tho 
offects of alcohol solely from the gin palaces or lowor drink- 
ing shops in London, should conclude that habits of in 
toxication, brutality, and social and physical degradation 
thore to be soen, were typical of the mass of alcohol con- 
sumers in Englend; in short, that overy one who wan nota 
totwl abstainer was « confirmed drunkaid., We know thiy is 
untrue, and that the great body of Wnglishmen, whether of 
the uppor or the working classes take thoir liquor in modora- 
tion and with positive benefit to themselves. bo, too, with the 
consumers of opium in China and India. ‘To prove this, 
there is the evidenco of numerous Muglishmen who havo 
resided for a long time in those countries, and whose duty it 
has beon to acquaint themselves with the fucts, Some of 
this evidence I will put before you. 


It may bo safely said thai all but a very small porecutage 
of the people of this country are absolutely ignorant of the 
normaloffects of the habié of using opuun. The popular ideaa 
on the subject which prevail, are largely duo to Thomas Do 
Quincey who, in 1822, published the confessions of an Kuglish 
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opium eater. Many have read this fascinating, work, and- 
many more have heard of it, and look upon De Quincey as the ‘ 
“ shocking example” of such a habit But [ venture to say 
that his confessions completely disprove the allegations put 
forward by the opponents of the use othe drug. De Quincey 
(fanz quoting Mr. Henry Morley) inherited a delicate and 


“Nervous constitution, His father died of consumption at the 


age.of thirty-nine In his youth he ran away from school, 
and, in the course of his subsequent adventures, passed through 
a period of hardship and want. Ie wroto, that while wander- 
ing in Wales, where he seldom slept under a roof, he was 
reduced to one meal a day. 


ny 

“ Trom the keen appetite, he says, produced by constant 
exercise and mountain air, acting on a youthful stomach, I 
soon began to suffer greatly on this slender regimen, for the 
single meal which I could venture to order was coffee or tea. 
Tiven this was at length withdrawn; and afterwards, so 
long as I remained in Wales, 1 subsisted either on black- 
berries, hips, haws, &c,, or on the casual hospitalities which [ 
now and then received in return for such little services as I 
had opportunity of rendering.” 


Soon after this he came to London, 


“ And now began the latter and fiercer stage of my long 
sufferings ; without using a disproportionate expression, I 
might say, of my agony. For I now suffored for upwards 
of sixtoon wooks, the physical anguish of hunger in various 
degrees of intensity, but as little perhaps as ever any human 
being can have afieved who has survived, ... . Let it suffice 
to say that a fow fragments of bread from tho break-fast- 
table of one individual (who supposed me to be ill, but did 
not know of my being in utter want), and these at uncertain 
intervals, constituted my whole support.” 


* To these hardships he attributes the pains, which subse- 
quently drove him to the daily useof opium. In 1804, when 
he was just nineteen years of age, after suffering for about 
twonty daya from excruciating rheumatic pains of the head 
and face, with hardly any respite, at the advice of a friend he 
cas his first dose of laudanum. He thus describes the 
result :-— 


“That my pains hed yanished was now 9 wiflein my 
eyes ; this negative effect was swallowed up in the immensity 
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of those positjve offects which had opened before me-~in the 
Abyss of divine onjoyment thus suddenly rovonlod,” 


From this time, for about cight years, he regularly 
took laudanum, though aot daily. Io writes :—~ And, how 
do I find my hoalth after all this opium outing?” And,ho 
thug answors tho question :— 


“Tf I darod to say tho real and simple truth, though; to 
satisfy tho theories of medical mon, T ought io bo. ill, T nover 
was better in my lifo than in tho spring of 1812; and T hoyio 
sincorely thatthe quantity of claret, port, or ‘ partiqular 
Madeira,’ which, in all probability, you, good reacdor, ,haye 
taken and design to take for overy term of cight years dusting 
your natural life, may as little disorder your hoalth ag mino 
was disordered by the opium I had taken for eight years 
between 1804 and 1812,” 


In this last year he suffered much in bodily health, from 
distress of mind connected with a very molancholy evont, and 
in 1818 tho intornal pains he had suffered from in his boy- 
hood again attacked him. Ho then began to take opium 
daily, and the habit so grow upon him, that in a fow yeaa 
ho was taking it at the rate of 840 grains a day, or about 
half a pint of laudanum. With marriago in viow, ho gra- 
dually reduced it to 40 grains, In 1816 he married, and 
had a large family of sons and daughters. Ilo occasionally 
relapsed into oxcess of opium-laking, until the clogo of 1844, 
From that timo ho reduced his allowanco to six grains a day, 
and, in his Inttor yoars Do Quincoy’s life passod peacafully, 
free wholly from distross of mind. Ho died in 1869, in his 
76th year. Here we havo, thon, tho instance of a mun, of a 
naturally delicate and norvous constitution, whose carly lifo 
was subject to great physical hardship, who from tho aga of 
19 indulged in the use of opium—for a long period in oxces. 
sive quantities—and who yet rotaincd his mental qualitios . 
unimpaired, led an activo literary lifo, was ono of tho imosi 
brilliant, accomplished, and, intellectual writors England 
has ‘produced, and who lived to the good ago of 75 years, 


Now.what does Do Quincoy, with his unparalelled ox- 
perience, say of the effects of opium-taking ? Hore ayo his 
own words with respect to its bodily offecis :— 

e Upon all that has hitherto been written gn the subjoct 
of/opinm, whether by travellorsin Turkey (who may pload 


ow ythee 
{. 


Uae re 


; 21 
tho privilege of lying as an immemorial right) ox, by professors 
of medicine, writing ew cathedrd, I have, but one emphatic 
criticism to pronounce——Lies ! lies! lies !”* . ° 
. Again— * 
"st ig not so much affirmed as taken for granted, by all 
who over mention opium, formally or incidentally, that it‘ 
dees or can produce intoxication. Now, reader, assure your- 
self, meo periculo, that no quantity of opium ever did or 
* aguld intoxicate. As to the tincture of opium (commonly 
called laudanum), that might intoxicate if a man could bear 
enotigh of it. Butwhy? Because it contains so much proof 
spixil, and not because it contains so much opium. But crude 
opium, I affirm peremptorily, is incapable of producing any 
state of body at all resombling that which is produced b 
alcohol, ant notin degree only incapable, but even in hind. 
léis notin the quantity of tits effects merely, bué in the 
quality that it differs altogether. . . . . The main distinction 
lies in this, that whereas wine disorders the mental faculties, 
opium, on the contrary (if taken in a proper manner), intro- 
duces amongst them most exquisite order, legislation, and 
harmony.” 


With respect to the allegation that the elevation of 
spirits produced’ by opium is necessarily followed by a pro- 
portionate depression, De Quincey simply denies it— 


* Aguring my reador that for ten years, during I took 
opium ut intervals, the day succeeding to that which on which 
Tallowed myself this luxury was always a day of unusually 
good spirits.” 

Againy- 

“ith respect tothe torpor supposed to follow, or 
rather (if we wore to credit the numerous pictures of Turkish 
opium eators), to accompany the practice of opium eating, I - 
deny that also, Certainly, opium is classediunder the head 
of narcotics, and some such effect it may produce in:the end ; 
but the primary effects of opium are always, and in the 
highest dogreo, to oxcite and stimulate the system. ‘This first 
stage of action always lasted with me, during my noviciate, 





* Sinco Doe Quincoy wrote this, the viows of the medical profession asto the 
offopta of opium conaymption (especially such mombors of the Profession ag havo 
lind wide exportonce in Indla and Chino) have greatly modified, and are now 
moro in accordance with tho conclusions of Do Quincey, 
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for upwards of eight hours ; so that it must be the fault of the 
opium eater himaclf if he’does not so time his exhibition of 
the dosa (to speak medically) as that the whole woight of its 
narcotic influence may’ descond upon his sleep.” 


De Quincey, in fact, used to take his doso boforo going : 


to the Italian Opera, as ho found it greatly increased hia 
montal activity and appreciation of the entertainment, To 
observes that if is romarkable that, during the whole poridd 
of years, through which he had taken opium, hohad never 
once caught cold (as tho phrasois) ; not ovon tho slightos! 
cough, Itwas not until De Quincey commenced to wean 
himself from the habit of taking excessive doses of the deg, 
that he experienced what he calls tho pains of opium, Tt 
kept its hold on him “by the tortures connected with tho 
attempt to abjure it.” Nevertheless, he succeeded, in a few 
weoks, in bringing down tho quantities to a modorate mmount, 
Ho writes—“the issue of my cage is at least a proof that 
opium, after a 17 years’ uso and an 8 years’ abuse of its 
powers, may still be renounced,” 


So much for the oxporiencos of an English opium eater 
They are quite consistent with tho assortion that tho modor- 
ate use of opium, by a person in good hoalth, may be 
continued for ycars, not only without any harmful effects, 
but with absolute benofit, 


Let us now see what is the offect on the Ohinesa, who 
resort to tho moro innocuous habit of smoking opium, In 
February, 1882, threo lectures were given in St. James’s hall 
by the late Mr, William Broreton, and woro subsequently 

ublished undor the title, “ Tho Truth About Opium.” Mr, 

rereton lived and practised asa solicitor for nonrly fiftoon 
years in Hong Kong, where ho had daily experience of tho 
cusiom and olfects of opium smoking, Ho was in no way 
ongaged in thoopinm trade, and had no pocuniary interest 
in it, but felt it his duty to endoavour to dispel what he etll- 
ed the unfounded delusions which have takon possession of 
the public mind on the subject. Lis book is a storo-house of 
facts and arguments. Jt is written in a bright and intolli- 
gent slyle, and I strongly recommended its porusal to any 
ono interested in the question. ‘The facts hayo never been 
denied, or the arguments answored by any ono having a por 
sonal knowledge of the subject, I shall take the liborty of 
quoting largely from this book. : 
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Mx. Brereton commences by stating that, having had 
daily intercourse with ihe people from, whom the best and 
most trustworthy information on the subject’ of opium and 
opium smoking could be obtained, his experience is that 
opium smoking as practised by the @hinese is perfectly innocu- 
ous; and that this is a fact so patent that it forces itself upon 

., the attention of every intelligent resident in China who has’ 
given ordinary attention to the subject. He quotes numer- 
ous high quthorities in support of this view. The first is Dr 

’ Rhilip Ayres, Inspector of Hospitals of Hong Kong for many 
years, who both in Tndia and in China made the subject of 
opitim consumption a special study, and who had a large 
native practice amongat the Chinese. 


In a report to the Government of Hong Kong for the 
year 1881, Dr. Ayres wrote :— 


“T have come to the conclusion that opium smoking is 
a luxury of a very harmless description.” 


In an article of the “ Friend of China,” written by Dr. 
Ayres, he says :— 


“ My opinion is that it [opium smoking] may become a 
habit, but that that habit is not necessarily on increasing one. 
Nine out of twelve men smoke a certain number of pipes a 
day, just as a tobacco smoker would, or as a wine or beer 
drinker might drink his two or three glasses a day, without 
desiving more, I think the excessive opium smoker is in ao 
groater minority than the excessive spirit drinker or tobacco 
smoker, In my experience, the habit docs no physical harm 
in moderation. . . . I do not wish to defend the practice of 
opium smoking, but in the fnce of the rash opinions and exag- 
gorated statements in respect of this vice, it is only right to 
reeord that no China resident believes in the terrible frequency 

, of the dull, soddon-witied, debilitated opium smoker met 
with in print, nor have I found many Europeans who believe 
that they ever get the better of their opium smoking compra- 
doves in matters of business.” 


Another authority is Mr. John Crawfurd, F.R.S., 6 
savant of high reputation, who had been Governor of the 
Straits Settloments, and who had resided and travelled for 
yany years in those parts of the Hast and India. In 1866, 
he published a “ Dictionary of the Indian Islangls and Adjacent 
Countries.” This is what he writes about opium :— 
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+ Optury is at presant largaly consumed in the Malayan 
Telands, in Chinn, in the Indo-Chineso countrics, and in a fow 
parts of Hindustan, much in tho samo way in which 
ardont spixita, malt liquor, and cider-are consumed in Europa, 
Tts delotorious charactoreshas been much insiatod on, but, 
generally, by parties who hayo had no oxporionce of ite-offects, 

+ Like any other narcotic, or stimulant, the habitual use of it, 
is amenable to abuso, and as being moro scductive than othor 
stimulants, perhaps more so, but this is cortainly the utmost 
that can be safely charged to it. Thousands consumodt 
without any pornicious result, as thousands do wino and 
spirits, without any evil consequence. I know of no person 
of long-experience and competent judgmont who has not ceme 
to this common-sense conclusion.” 


He then proceeds to quote Dr. Oxley 


“ A physician and naturalist of eminence, and who has 
had a larger exporienco than any “man of Singaporo, awhere 
there is the highest rate of the consumption of the drug. 


Dr, Oxley wrote :— : 

“ The inordinate uso, or rathor abuse, of the dig moat 
decidedly does bring on early deerepitnde, loss of appetiio, 
and a morbid state of tho socrotions; but I haye soon a man 
who has used the drug for fifty years in modoration, without 
any ovil offects; and one man L recolloct in Malaces whoshad 
so used it was upwards of cighty. Sovoral in tho hubit of 
smoking it havo assured me thet, in moderation, it noithor 
impaired the functiona nor shortened life; at the sume time, 
fully admitting the deleterious offects of tao much.” 


Mr. Crawfurd sums up tho question by this assortion :— 


“ Not the usc, then, but the abuse of opium is ‘projudicial 
to hoalth, but in this respect itdocs not matorially ditlor from 
wine, distilled spirits, malt liquor, or homp juico.” 


Dr. Batwoll, First Assisistnt Opium Nxaminor in, tho 
service of the Government, gave the following evidoneo:— 


“ Having passed threo years in China, I may he allowed 
to atate, as the result of my observation, and I can allivm thus 
fax, that the offects of the abuse of the drug do not come yory 
frequently under observation, and that when cases do occur, 
the habit is frequonily found to have beon induded by tho 
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presence of some painful chronic disease, to escape from the 
suffering of which the patient has fletl this resource. Paes 
As regards the effects of the habitual use of the drug on the 
mass of the people, I must affirm that no injurious results are 
yisible, ‘he people are generally a muscular and well- 
fornted: race, the labouring portion being capable of great and 
prolonged exertion under a fierce sun, in an unhealthy 
climate,” 


« Dy, Eatwell concludes by observing that: 


. The proofs are still wanting to show that the moderate 
ase of opium produces more pernicious effects upon the 
son’stitution than does the moderate use of spirituous liquors ; 
whilst, at the same time, it is certain that the consequences of 
the abuse of the former are less appalling in their effect upon 
the victims, and legs disastrous to society at large, than are 
the consequences of the abuse of the latter,” 


For many years previous to 1858, Dr. Sinibaldo de Mas 
had been the lnvoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the Cowt of Spain at Pekin. He had travelled 
much in China, India, Java, Borneo, and Malacca, and 
learned the Chinese language. In 1858 he published a book 
in French ontitled “L’Anglcterre, le Chine, et 1’'Inde,” in 
which special yoference is made to tho opium question, with 
which ho says he had made himself fully acquainted. I will 
quote only a few words — 


“Ttis a well-known fact that in all these countries, 
aotwithstanding their unwholesome climates, the opium-smok- 
ng Chinese are remarkably healthy and strong. These 
very opitm smokers are employed as farm labourers, masons, 
vad porters; enduring great fatigue and performing the most 
arduous labours ; they have acquired such an excellent 
reputation as colonists that eforts have beon made during the 
last-few years toinduce them to sctiJe in Lima and Cuba. 
‘the percentage of deaths among these people does not excecd 
the usual rate, and J mus confess that having known 
numbers of Chinese emigrants in the various countries [have 
montioned, 1 have uever head of a single death or any 
sorious illness haviug boon caused hy opium smoking” 


Raron Richthofen, the most experienced traveller who 
ever visited Sse-ch’uan, after noticing the oxtraordinary 
prevalence there of the habit of opium smoking, says :— 

dad . 
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- In no pther provinco oxcopt Hunan did I find the 
Gffects of tho use, of vpiun 50 little porceptible ag in 
Sse-ch’uan.” + 


Mr. Colman Babor, who know more of that provinces and 
its people than any living Hnglishman, saysi— + 


“ Nowhere in China are the people so well off, ox so" 
hardy, and nowhere do they smoke so much opium,” 


Mx. W. Donald Spence, er Majesty’s Consul at Tehang, . 


in 1881, visited tho capital of Sso-ch’uan. [Le reported. the 
crormous extent of the cullivation of tho poppy, aud do- 
scribed whole districts as being one vast poppy td, uu" ho 
thus spoks of the people :— : 


{found the people of Sse-cl’uan stout, able-bodied men, 
better housed, clad, and fed, and healthior-looking than tho 
Chinese of the Lower Yang-fszee 1 did nob seo tmongst 
thom more emaciated faces anid wisted forms than disease 
causes inalllends. People with slow wasting diseases, such 
as consumption, are, if they smoke opium, apt to be classed 
amougst the‘ ruincd victims’ of hasty observors 5 anc 
amangst the cases of combined debility aud opium smoking 
Isaw, some wero, by their own account, psoudo-vietima of 
this type. There were sme, too, whose eeity wis com- 
plotely sapped by smoking combined with other forms of 
sensual exvoss, And no doubt there wore others weakened 
by excessive smoking simply, tor excess in ll things hax its 
penalty, But the general hoalth and well boing of tho Sse. 
ch'an community is remarkable , to their eapmeity for worle 
and endurance of hardship, as woll as to the material comforts 
of life they surround themsolyes with, all travellors bea 
enthusiastic testimony,” 


Time will not alloy me to extend these quotations, , 


although there is a mass of concurrent evideuce on the sulgect, 
1 will, however, adt thatof Sir Honry Potlinger, 1M ‘s 
Governor-Goneral and Minister Plonipotentiary in China, 
contained in a despatvh written some sixty years ago, to tha 
Foreign Office — 1 


“Leannot admitin any manner tho idea adopted by 
many persous, that the mtroduct.on oF opium into © hin is it 
gource of tunmiligated evilof every kiid anda cause of misery. 
Porsonally, 1 have been unable to chacover a singld case of 
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this kind, although I admit that, when abused, opium may 
become most hurtful. Besides, the same, remark applies tg 
every kind of eujoyment when carried to excess; but, trom 
personal observations since my arrival in China ; trom infor- 
Mation taken upon all points; andy lastly, from what the 
muindarins themselves say, Lum convinced that the demora- 
, disation and ruin which some persons attribute to the use af: 
cpium, arise more likely from imperfect bnowledge of the 
subject and cxaggeration, and that not one-hundredth part of 
* the evil arises in China from opium smoking which one sees 
daily arising in England, as well as in India, from the use of 
ardent spirits, so largely taken in excess in those countrics.” 


* ‘the picture drawn by the opponents of opium is that 
thoso who are in the habit of using it are a set of degraded, 
depraved, miscrable wretches, enfeebled in mind and body, 
unfit for the active duties of life—thieves, vagabonds, and 
beggars. They do not admit—or, at any rate, never refer to 
the possibility of—the existence of moderate consumers, who, 
although they take their daily dose, are not only none the 
worgo for it, but are actually benetited. The only exception 
which Ihave found is the Venerable Archdeacon Moule, who 
was for rin years a missionary in China, and who has 
recently publihed his recollections of his life in that country. 
The Archdeacon is violently opposed to the opium trade, 
and has no words too bad for it ; but he writes :—-‘ Instances 
which have come under my notice make ne think that opium 
smoking is already tubing the place, not of abuse of alcohol 
(which it has hitherto hold) in Chinese moral estimation, 
but of the use of alcohol; and that itis becoming possible 
to take tho dimgin moderation.” fe very sensibly adds 
thatthe Chinese have a fair right to say tothe Mnglish 
people, “If you would prohibit our opium, abolish your 
alcohol. 





+, But this ingenuous discovory of the possibility of the 
Chinese taking opium in moderation, as ihe mass of English- 
men tale alcohol in moderation, has been known to every 
resident of China who has taken the trouble to inform 
himsolf of all tho facts, and has not confined his attention 
to opium dens, 


. ere . . ’ a . . . » 


; The following is the testimony of Mr. Dyiberg, Commis. 
sionar of Excise in Assam ‘— 


28 : 
- Jam not prepared to admit that the presont use of 
opium in Assam is a ‘viee” In most cages it is a necessity. 
Whon we first. acquired Assam (1 now spent of tho Assam 
Valley) overy villager grew his own opium, just as ho now doea 
his vegetables or his chillies for his curry. lo had no tax to 
pay for his opium field, no restrictions placed on him. ‘Ihe 
-formor rulors recognised that a cortain amount of the drug was, 
necessary, Taking it broadly, and excluding tea gardons, 
the valley is inhabited by two classes ; the Cuchurics, | wlongs, 
Meoches, and other aboriginal tribes, who reside on ihe higher 
submontake tracts, or along the high banks of the lurgor 
rivers, and the Hindus, ihe Kolitas, Koshes, Keots, ‘and 
others who reside in the low lying country, subject anntally 
to inundation, and always damp ‘The donner people do not 
use opitm ; they do not require it; but the low landers use it. , 
‘They are the opium caters of Assam. ‘they live in a low, 
damp'part of the country. Year alter year parts of thoir 
villages are submerged and temporarily abandoned; and 
these people use opium to counteract the damp and malaria, 
"They themselves say that they would die from fovers, if they 
did not use opium; and I have known medical men, who have 
had much oxperience of the province, hold the same viow, 
These people are opium caters, but not of the class deseribod 
in the papers. ‘hey are good agriculturists, good subjects, 
and good fathors of familics. 'Thoy take their opium just ag 
a good inglishman would tako his peg. Of course, thore ure 
Asgameso who take too much opitun, just as there aro Wnglish- 
men who take too much liquor; but, that opium onting is 
always @ vice, Tam not prepared to ndmit, so far as Assamese 
are concerned ; and, that it is increasing, | deny, wn the 
statement I have roferred to proves my view. In the Surma 
Valley, little opium is consumed, ‘fhe people there use 
ganja, rather than opium ; and even there, the consumption 
of this drug is smaller now than it was in 1874-75, and tho 
duty is higher,” ; 
The views of Sir Charles Elliott, Licutonant-Governor 

of Bengal, an officer of long aril wide oxperionce in India, 
will be gathered from the following paragraph of his report 
to the Government of India — 


“ Ag to the proposal to limit the possession of opium to 

- one tolah inste:d of five, its effect on the ordinary consumoy 
of opium would .be undesirable. A quarter ofa toloh isa 
common, perhaps the commonest, dose takon daily by those 
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who are addicted to the use of opium, and itis within Sir 
Charles Elliott's personal knowledge’and experience that this 
quantity is taken by innumerable persons in all parts of 
Tndia, from Rajputana and the Punjab to Assam, without 
any injury or physical deterioratien ; that heayy tasks are 
easily performed under the stimulus it supplies; and that 
_ the prevalent belief is that the stimulus is wholesome, even‘ 
‘in adry climate, and is especially beneficial in moist and 
marshy countries like Eastern Bengal. The consumer of 
‘such a dose can now procure his supply for twenty days by 
one visit to an opium shop ; if the limit were reduced to one 
tolall, he would require to visit the shop every four days— 
an ahnoyance which there is no reason for imposing upon 
him, and theimposition of which would lead to increased 
smuggling and to breaches of the law,” 

The opium agent of Behar writes :— , 

“ We have to considerethe consumers of opium in the 
malarious alluvial tracts which form a great proportion of the 
area of these provinces. ‘Ihe use of opium by these people is 
not so much a vice as a necessity, Their vegetable diet would 
not keep them alive without stimulants, and 1 doubt whether 
it would be for their benefit to stop their opium and drive 
them to ganja or spirits. On the comparatively dry laterite 

' soil the people are spirit drinkors. On the alluvial mud they 
either use opium or the far more deleterious ganja.” Ido 
not bolieve that the prevention of the cultivation of the popp 
in British India would cut off the supply of a drug which 
bears so high # value as opitun, which the people believe to 
be so necessary to them, and which from its small bulk is, if 
the smell is disguised, very casily smuggled. [also doubt 
whether there is any equally ellicient febrifuge within the 
roach of the people, and whether their health would not suffer 
greatly if they could not procure opium, It does not appear 
to produce such insanity as ganja does, and, where people are 
as woll fed as the Mahomedan ryots of Eastern Bengal, Iam 
informed that opium smoking does not injure them. It is 
said to be opium smoking on insuflicient food that affects the 
health, 


. The Commissioner of Excise in the Central Provinces 
writes:— : 
* Homp, 
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“© The eating of opium (as distinguished from smoking it) 
in modorate quantitics, though generally held in disrepute 
and regarded ‘as a vive by those who do not indulge in it, is 
not considered to be always haunful, Indeed, the enrront 
beliof is that in certain 4nealitics and for certain ages and 
constitutions ils use may bo aeiually benclicial and conducive 
* to health and longivity.” 


The Vinancial Commissioner of Burma, says 


«Tho Chinese at Bhamo and also in Vorguit asmtrod fhe 
that they could not exist in malarions countries, such as those 
in which the jade and amber mines and the tin mines are 
situated, without opium. As far as { know the use of opium 
is universal amongst the Chinese and hill dribes in feverish 
tracts, I believe that they seldom abuse the use of the drug, 
and | havo every reason to suppose that its use is benoticual 
under certain conditions.” 


° 


Sir Charles Aitchison, who was Chief Commissioner of 
Burma, says:— 


“There are large numbers of the non-Burmesecommunity) 
constituting perhaps the most triving and industrious section 
of the population, to whom the drug is a necessity of lifo, and 
by whom it is rarely abused.” 


Mr. Coplesion, the Commissioner of lixciso in Burma, 
gives similar testimony. Tlo says :— 


Tho uso of opium by the Chinese and natives of Madras, 
who consumo a considerable quantity, is not known or 
belioved to work special evil either to dividuals or to soviety, 
tho reason boing that these people do not abandon labour 
and active pursuits in order to cat or smolko opium, and ils 
bad offects are therefore thrown off. ‘Tho Chineso oapevially 
are woll-nourished, and this fact, too, appears to be wn im- 
portant one. In this cuse opium may almost be called a 
legitimate luxury.” * 


. . . ’ 1 , + ' . . . 


“1. Most of the smoking dens were visited, and in cach 
from 10 to 20 smokers wore secon, ‘Ihoy wore of all agos— 
from 20 to 60 years of age—and comprised both Muham- 
madans and Hindus. Several professions wore ropresonted— 
juika-drivers, native doctors, musicians, professional boggara, 
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butchers, sweettmeat sellers, and petty shop-keepers. Some 
were smokers of a few months, some of 20 and 80 years 
standing. a 


+ “2. Tn most cases the smokgys left immediately after 
they-had finished their smoke. They purchased 8 pies to 2 
_ annas and 6 pics worth each. Each smoker usually brought - 
‘Bome sweet-meats or sugarcanc with him, and ate or chewed 
it whilo smoking. ‘his, it was said, was done as the opium 
*pyoduced a Ditter taste in the mouth, 


“3. To see any smoker more affected than a man who 
had taken his usual glass of liquor was very rare, and in such 
cascs it was said that the man had either taken his smoke out 
of time or had smoked more than he was used to, 


“4, No women or children were seen in the dens, and 
it was stated that they do not frequent them. 


“5, Cases of emacidtion from the effects of opium 
smoking were not seen, Many of the old smokers seen were, 
on the contrary, very robust and well conditioned ; notably 
among these might be mentioned the keeper of one of the 
dens, a Chinaman, who is reported to have smoked for over 
30 years, and who is now over 50 years of age; a vandor of 
country spirits, a smoker for over 20 years; and a Mahame 
maden Hakim of about 45, who has smoked for over 10 years, 


‘*@. Most of thoso spoken to admitted that the habit 
once contractod was difficult to give up, but they said that it 
did them no more harm than the workman's glass of liquor 
did, if they did not oxceed their usual quantity. 


“7, Several complaints were made that the opium was 
now so clear, that what a few yoars ago cost 3 or 4 pics could 
not be purchased for 1 anna.” 


« . . . . . . . . . 


The Government of the Punjaub, reports :-— 


“The ratio of consumption of opium to population is 
not sohighas to be a cause of anxicty in regard to the 
health and morals of the people. In the few tracts where 
the habit may be siid to be goncial among certain classes of 
the population, it js of uld-standing, and does not seem to do 
so much harm as imight be expected, ‘The people, on the 
contvarv. assert that they tind it 2 protection against fever.” 


The Collector’ of Nasik, in the Rombay Prosidoncy, 
writes :— . 


“ My ownopinion t—and itis formod after 28 yoara’ 
sorvico actually among the people aud in nearly every part 
“of tho Bombay Presidency and of the Mysore Province-~ 


“1, That opium smoking or cating, as practised by 
the vast majority of people who uso tho drug, is not carrigd 
to excess, 


“9, That the moderate consumption of opium is no 
more harmful than tho moderate cunsumption of liquor, ‘and 
in many cases, like the moderate conswmption of liquor, is 

. distinotly beneficial, 


“3, That the increased revono from opium is duc 
(@) tothe more effectual steps tuken to provent snuggling, 
(0) to the increasing population, and («) to the increasing 
prosperity of the people, which gives them more money to 
spond on luxuries, 


“4, That the ‘opium sot’ isa much less harmful porson 
tohisfamily and to his neighbours, and the community 
genorally, than the drunkard ; and 


«5. That Goyormmont, oven if it. tried, could no more 
prevent the consumption of opium than the consumption of 
deine It would be useless to allomptto achiove oither ond: 
it would be worso than useless, It would, in my opinion, be 
a blunder, for I can seo no weight in the reasoning that 
would prevent the vast bulk of the population indulging 
moderately in the opium luxury, simply because a vory 
small minority harm thomsolves by indulging in it to excess, 





“ Ag vogards those parts of Indin which | know well 
and those alone, it isa gratuitons assumption that opium 
smoking causes ‘ wide-spread misory and demoralisation,’ and 
so also is ib that ‘the Britislt connection with the opium 
trade’ is a sorions hindrance to missionwry work,’ Apart 
from tho fact that the Government of India has nothing io 
do with missionary work, 1 have never once in 23° yenrs 
heard a single missionary—-and T have met doxens—-spe- 
cially refer to, or quote the opium trade as interfering with 
his ondeayours, ‘Lhe proposition is true in the abstract, 
no boubi, but in the samo manner that the abstract 
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proposition is true that the existence of public houses in the 
slums of London interferes with Christian, effort there.” 


The Collector of Khandesh, also.in the Bombay Presi- 
dency, who has served many years jn that district, expresses 
his disbelief that the consumption of opium is having any 
bad. effects on the people of agricultural districts, He. 


* wwrites — 


“ Reading the extracts pririted in the selections for- 


* warded by the Government of India, it strikes me that the 


gentloman who penned the highly-coloured accouts of opium 
den& must have beep shown the worst haunts in large towns, 
and that they and those who think with them inveigh against 
the use of opium much as tee-totallers at home attack the use 
of spirits and beer and wine, because of the evils of the gin 
palaces of our great cities. Lam not prepared to admit that 
the use of opium in moderation is more harmful than the 
use of whisky. Every one who has served in Gujarat must 
have seen many sturdy Rajputs who tool their opium 
regularly and were none the worse for it,” 


“Ma. Campbell, Collector of Bombay, after quoting the 
aecquyts of opium dens given by the Anti-Opium Society, 
foes on to say :— 


“Tn my judgment, the picture which these accounts 
give of the opium smokers is over-drawn and misleading, 
The statement thatin Bombay houses children smoke, is 
supparted by so much precision and detail as to make it 
difficult to supposo the writer was mistaken, At the same 
time, cases of allowing children to smoke must be extremely 
rare, I have never seen a child smoking, or who had 
smoked, or who was intended to smoke, I have nover 
seen a child in a smoking house, except the child of one of 
the shopmen, who professed to be, and was, I believe, aghast 


+ at tho idea of allowing his child to smoke. I have not heard, 


oither from inspectors or smokers, of the case of a child 
being allowed to smoke; on the contrary, after special 
inquiry, the Chief Inspector assures me that, such cases are 
unknown, As tothe men smokers, and the effect of smoking 
on their character, appearance, and health, the descriptiong 
under reviow seems to mo misleading, I have no fault to 
find with the general description of a Bombay chandul house, 
given at. page 9 of the reprint:—'A dirty, dilapidated, 
non-degeript shop, with its shutters up. .... Kaised 
é 


84 


phuiforma, with some hundred recumbent and semi-recumbont 
figures, all men, except three women nnd a few lads... 
Ghoups of smokers, somo half-lying, half-sitting, others curled. 
up, or reclining at fell length.” Kxcept that, so far as | 
havo scon or crn learn, go youths under 18 adtend theso 
smoking-houses, this deseription soems to me accurate. ho 
Poonah description is also moderato ~—‘ A low-tooled room, 
with 25 10 30 persons, in groups of five or six round cach ' 
lamp, most of them intent on their pipes, a few ina semi- 
conscious state.’ On the other hand, I have seen"nothing tp 
justify the following passages :-—‘ Human awine of both sexes 
+++. most immodest attitudes .... handsome — young 
women sprowling on the senscless bodies of men,’ Such 
sights, I helicvo, are not to found in Bombay smoking houses, 
Ina room of 40 or 50 smokers all but three or fowr are 
awake, The bulk of thom have done a hard day’s work. 
They are tired and indolent. In opium-smoking houses 
agsaulis ov acts of violence are almost wuknown. Of the 
smokers very few are unable to answer questions clearly and 
readily, ven those asleep awako when lightly shaken, 
Byen when suddenly aroused they can at once tell their name 
and calling. ‘Ifyou had to go out now and work, could 
you go?’ Almost always the answer is ‘Yes, we could.’ 
Again, as to the effect of opium smoking on charactor. 1b is 
tre a share of the smokers are beggars, and a share of thom 
are bad charactors. Tt i tre the houses aro watched by 
the police, for thicvos meet in them and schemo crimes. 
Still, are all or noarly all tho smokers no’er-do-wolla ? Not 
nearly all, So far as L have seen, 2 Bombay opitun-smoking 
house is much like Dr, Morison's description of a Bongal 
smoking house :-—Almost all the smokers aro of the labouring 
classes, tailors, day-lnbourors, and ono or two shop-keopors.’ 
So far as I could judge by questioning the smokers in 
Bombay smoking houses, about two thirds aro regular 
working craftszmen and labourers, | asked the Assistant 
Collector to frame a separate cstimate. JTis catiniato was = 
‘ At the fewest 70 per cont. rcgplar eraftsmen and labourers 5 
at the most 20 per cent. bexgars, and 10 per cont, bac 
characters.’ T made a further personal test in threo houses 
taken at random, ‘The result was: li one house of LL 
smokers all were erafismen in regular work jin a seeond 
house of 25 smokers ull wore erafismen in work} ina third 
house of 47 smokers one was a woman, 9 were boggnrs, the 
Zest were crafismon and labourers, [have made the chiof 
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inspector {ake a similar test in 14 more houses. The result 
is, of 227 smokers 188 are workers,*88 are boggars, and ofe 
isa thief. Itis probable that some among the workers are 
bad characters, still care wae taken {o ascertain that in most 
,casos tho smokers are actually employed on the work they 
named) ‘The cstimate that tavo-dhirds of the whole smokers 

, ad able to do and do regular work 2g labourers, weavers, 
embroiderers, sailors, drivers, cartmen, blacksmiths, mill- 
hands, fitters, barbers, and also as small traders and shop- 
keepers, scllors of firewood, fish, tea, coffee, tobacco, and 
cloth, seems well within the mark. 


» “Similarly, as regards the effect of the smoking on the 
health and the appearance of the smokers, the descriptions 
seom to me overdrawn and misleading. ‘Of horrible 
destructions of God’s image more terrible than delirium 
tremens, idiocy, or lunacy,’ 1 have seen none, Of the 
starved and emaciated shrivelled warnings I have seen 
surprisingly few, The bulk of the men, 1 should say over 
tavo-thirds, though smokers of #, 12, 20, and in one case of 
40'years’ standing, were in body and face to look at well 
nourished and healthy. ‘To many of them I, in surprise, 
askod the question which Dy. Morison askedin Bengal + - 
Yoh have smoked four or five years and are stout and strong. 
How is this? {he explanation in Bombay is the same as 
the explanation in Bengal :—Smoking does not injure those 
who are well fod as it inyured the starving. On the point of 
appourance and harm to health { checked my first. impression 
by my assistant’s experience, His answer was:— Almost 
nono, except the old and the beggars, not more than 10 
per cont, in all are emaciated. Tmade a personal test in 
threo houses, In one of 1] smokers all seemed healthy and 
well nourished ; in a second of 25 smokers, one old man was 
emaciated ;in‘a third of 47, though the beggars looked 
dissipated, none were notably withered or broken. In the 
14 houses specially tested by the chief inspector, 10 were 
‘found emaciated or slightly avithered. In almost every case 
the omaciated and withered were over 50 years of age. So 
far as I can judge, the assistant collector’s estimate is correct, 
that, except some of the old and some beggars, very few 
opium smokers are notably withered or emaciated.” 

The whole of Mr, Campbell’s report deserves attentive 
perusal, 


‘ . 
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_ The last report J shall quoto is that of the Commissionor 
in Sind. H6 says:— « 


“Tho socioly assumes that the consumption of opiinn, 
evoh in a moderate ‘degree, is dottimontal to man both 
physically and menially.” tis far from certain, however, 
that this assumption is correct, and we hayo the ovidonee 
‘afforded by whole tribes who havo habitually, from genoya-' 
tion to generation, daken opium. As instances may bo inken 
the Rajputs and Bhils. ‘Their cnorgy, endurance, dnd bravery 
cannot be said to haye been affocted by their addiction to 
opium. ‘throughout the country one meets with poople who 
take opium in moderation, and for much tho same purpose 
and with much the same resulias the English gentloman of 
the present day takes his wine,” 


Thero haye just come into my hands two articles from 
native newspapers, published, one in Caleutta, the othor in 
Bombay, ‘Ihe Calcutta papor is called Bangabasi, It has 
the largest circulation of any of the Bengal papers, being 
about 20,000. The following is a translation of an article 
which appeared in that paper on the 30th January last 


« What harm does Government's opium business do to 
us? Does Government press us to ont the ding? Ov is it 
that the sight of an opium shop creates such a craving for tho 
article that ono cannot holp cating it? Now, tho opium 
shdps, as such, possess no attractions for the peoplo, their 
oxistenco morely malcing it casy for habitual opin caters to 
buy it for thoir usc, Wo boliove that most of thoso who 
ugo opium suffer from some discaso, and nae it medisinally, 
Opium is a medicine in gout and in all diseases of tho howels 
and kidneys, ‘Chat opium used in old ago prolongs life is 
also a common beliof. Vor all these reasons many people 
uso the drug in large or small doses, and gradually becomo 
confirmed opium-onters, It is not the sight or appenrance of 
the opium shops, which by tho way is the most rovolting 
possible, that attracts men thereto, Nor is it tho caso that 
men eat opium for the purpose of showing thoir loyalty to 
Govornment, which trades in that article, Nor, again, do 
people go to the opium shops from tho consideration that by 

uying opium they would holp to rescue Governmont from its 
financial embarrassmont, JJabitual opium cators ean do 
without their daily broad rather than forego their regulation 
dogo of the drug, again opium is largely usod as a medicine 
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in all systems of the medical treatment— allopathic, homes 
pathic, ayurvedik, People resort to the opium shops for all 
these purposes,'and not a man is attracted to them by their 
mere appearance, as is the case with liquor shops, An opium 
shop has nothing of the wine shop’s attractive glitter of glass 
and beauty of label, Nor does a dose of opium produce that 

_oxhilaration of spirits which makes the wine bibber sing and . 
ance in joy. What attractions then does an opium shop 
possess for the public? We do not really see that an opium 
‘shop licensétl by Government can hold out any temptations 
to men. Its appearance is rather calculated to repel mon 
front it. Ifit had been otherwise, if the mere sight of an 
opiwh shop had been enough to attract customers, we would 
have freely condemned the opium business of thé Goyorn- 
ment, 


“ A person under the influence of opium does not become 
quorulous or boisterous. Nor does a habitual opium eater 
bring beggary and destitutién upon himself and family, and 
die an untimely death, The number of untimely deaths 
among opium eaters is very few, If it had been otherwise, 
we should have beon the first to condemn the opium trade, 
and ask Government to discontinue the sinful business, 


“Tt is true that opium is used for committing suicide, 
But those that will commit suicide will commit it even if 
thoy do not got opium for the purpose, Government does 
not trade in arsenic or ropes, and yet many people put an 
end to their lives by swallowing the former or drawing the 
lattor round their necks. If Government discontinues ita 
' opium business, others will take it up, and there will still be 
cases of suicide from opium-poisoning. We are, therefore, 
really unable to understand what harm is done by the Go- 
yornment’s trade in raw opium, 


“These remarks apply in some measure to the different 
‘preparations of opium, and particularly to guli, ‘Ihe guli- 
shops present a most repulsive appearance. As it is, however, 
désirable on various grounds that such shops should cease to 
exist, the writer would not object to Government's directing 
their abolition, 


“ What good will the changes now proposed to be made 
in connection with Government's opium business do to the 
country ? And is it possible to do the amount of good that is 
expected ? We do not see that the Government’s opium 
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‘business does any harm to anybody, Opium cultivation 
‘will not conse evon if Government gives up the business, Nor 
“ts it desived that that cultivation should conse. Now, supposa 
Government givos up the business, and somebody finds 
himeolf at liberty to grow and sell and purchase opitim, 
Suppose te opinm shops, flourishing as belore, with this 

+ difference only, that tho signboards put wp in front of the 
shops no longer contain the words ¢ By order of -overnmont,’ 
Tho accounts are made up, and they disclose a lurge dolicit 
in the finances, Government, however, must meot its regwlar 
expenditure, and that means that tho people must raise 
the money from other sources. lt is thus clear that tho 
people ill gain nothing by the abolition of the Government's 
trade in opium.” 


The Bombay Saméichar, a Guzeradti paper in Bombay, 
has tho following articlo on the 19th Yobruary last -— 


“The opium agitators in England seom to bo insensible 
to the great pecuniary loss that would be inflicted on tho 
people of India by a prohibition against the production of 
opium in India and its export to China, ‘To the ranks of tho 
opium agitators in England an addition has now been mada 
in the person of Miss Sundr&bai Powdr, an Indian lady, Tn 
an address recently deliverod by hor at Shoflicld, Miss 
Powar assorted that the use of opium had created great mis- 
chief in India, and that as she could not quiotly bear this sight 
sho had gono to Mngland to plead for tho abolition of the 
opium monopoly, {tis nob known in Bombay who Miss 
Vowar is, and what sho did while sho waa in India to slop the 
alleged evil effects of tho consumption of this drug. Miss 
Powir accuses the Govornmont of India of having onequraged 
the opium trade in tho interests revenue, but no niischiel what 
ever, wo assart, has been created in India by tho consumption 
of opium.” 


Mr, Samuel Laing, when Finance Ministor of India in 
1862, made the following romarks ;— ' 


* This much acems cortain in speculating on the probable 
continuance of a doménd for opium in China, Ivory civilised 
or semi-civilised race of mankind scems to affect somo poeu- 
liar form of nervous stimulant, and as the natives of Northorn 
Ewope take to alcohol, so the Chinese take {to opium, 
Possibly, in egch case, tho craving is for something to supply 
an innate want. Tho Englishman, the Dano, the Gorn, 
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and the Russian resort to that the specific effect of which is. 
to raise the spirits and produce temporary exhilaration. * 
The Chineso, whose greatest deficiency, ’as shown by the’ 
whole history, religion, and literature of the race, is in ihe 
imaginative faculties, rosorts to that which stimulates the 
ivnagination, and makes his sluggish brain, see visions and 
dream dreams. Be this as it may, the factis certain that, . 
‘énder all circumstances and in all climates, aa the Englishman 
is a drinker of beer, so is the Chinaman a smoker of opium. 
We havo, at%he bottom of our opium revenue, one of the 
great natural instincts of a large population, upon which 
English Chancellors of the Exchequer confidently rely for 
half their revenue.” 


Dr. W. B. O’Shaugnessy, in the “ Bengal Dispensa- 
tory,” 1841, writes :— 


“The longivity of opium-eaters is, in many parts of the 
Rast, of proverbial notoricty, . .. When the habit is but 
moderately followed, it appears to occasion no greater evil 
than the proportionate indulgence in wine or other spirituous 
liquots.” 


Dr. D, McPheison, in his book on The War in China,” 
1848, has the following passage :— 


“Trom_ the carliest palais in every nation, and among 
avery people, who find some description of stimulus in 
common use among them ; and were we to beled away by 
the popular opinion that the habitual uso of opium injures 
tho henlth and shortens life, we should expect to find tho 
Chinose a ghrivellod, and emaciated, and idiotic race. On 
the contrary, although the habit of opium smoking is uni- 
vorsal umonget the rich and poor, we find them to bea 
powerful, muscular, and athletic people, and the lower orders 
more intelligent and far suporior in mental acquirements 
to thoso of corresponding rank in our own country, ‘Tho 
Chineso themselves affirm that the use of the drug acts as a 
preventive against disease, and, in this opinion, whon smoked 
in moderation, Tam inclined pait4o agree with them. The 
particlos, by their diicet and topical influcnce on the nerves 
of the lungs, which carry the impressions they receive to the 
heart, brain, and spinal cord, and through them to all parts 
of,the body, may thus, to a certain extent, guard the system 
against diseaso, and, by its tonic influence, strengthen the 
soveral organs. ‘This opinion gains strength, when we call 
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to mind that a peculiar active principle in opium—the 
narcotine—has of late beon employed, with considorablo 
success, in Bengal, aaa substitute for quinine, It may algo 
be mentioned that, at the time fevers prevailed yo oxtensively 
among our troops at Hong Kong, but comparatively few‘ of 
the Chinose suffered, though exposed throughout to tho Bame 


exciting causes.” ee 


Dy. Cornish, Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, drow 
the attention of the Government to the great consumption of. 
opium in the Godavory district. An investigation was ordorad, 
and tho officer who reported on it, in 1874, came to the 
following conclusion :—~ 0 


“T believe that the extensive use of opium in this district 
is due io tho oxtonsive prevalence of fevor, and thatif fover 
could be checked, so would tho use of the drug. Conversely, 
I think it unadvisable to attempt arbitrarily to stop its con- 
sumption at presont.”” ny 


Dr. Vincent Richards, who was in medical charge of 
Balasor, in Orissa, where opium-cating is vory common, 
made yery careful enquiries into tho matter, and collected 
claborato statistics connected with it. Lo wrote, in 1877 —~ 


“T estimated that about ono in every twelve or fourteon 
of the adult population used the drug, aud [ believo the habit 
is somewhnt incroasing, Tho greatly inorcased consumption 
of the drug dates from the famine year 1866, whon it, was, if 
I romomber rightly, nearly trobled ; since whon it has, T 
beliovo, pretty steadily incrowsed, This is not the result of a 
growing abuse of the drug by individual consumers, but of a 
more oxtended use of it amongst tho genoral population. 
There can be no doubt that opium-cating was greatly resorted 
to in the famino year, hocause it mitigated tho ‘sufferings 
arising from hunger and sickness, and onablod the poor people 
to,live on less food. . . . Opium-eating—at any rate at* 
Balasor-—-does not conduce to sither crime or insanity, ainco 
the inhabitants aro a particularly Jaw-nbiding race, and 
tho insanes are only 0069 por cont, of tho popylation, 

Tho general conclusions Larrivo at aro—Ist, that opium is 
taken habitually by about 2 to 10 por cont. of the adult 
population of Balasor, and that tho avorage daily allowance 
for a man is 7 grains, and for a woman 5 grains; Qnd, that 
moderation isthe rule; 3rd, that moderato dosos inelude 
from 2 to L6 grains per diem, according 40 circumstances ; 4th, 
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that opium-cating is much more common in. unhealthy, 
localities than in healthy ones, even though they are situated, 
in the same district; 5th, that the drug may be, and is some 
times, takon in very largo doses—30 grains and upwards— 
withont producing any very serious i-effect, much depending 
on the’ constitution of the individual, and his habituation to 
{ts use; 6th, that whatever the cffects of the excessive use of « 
the: drug may be, whon taken in moderation it is positively 
beneficial, whore such diseases as fever, elephantiasis, rheuma- 
‘tiem, &c., wre prevalent, and when food is scarce ; 7th, that 
the effects of even the excessive use of opium are harmless, 
both to the individual and to socicty, compared with those of 
the excessive use of alochol,” 


Sir Lepel Griffin, K.C.8.L., said he thought the question, 
whether the war in China arose on account of the opium or 
not, had not much interest for the people of England at the 
present moment. In orden to counteract the exceedingly 
mischievous tendencies of the doctrines of the Anti-Opium 
Socicty, it was necessary to prove to the people of England, 
in an casy and simple manner, that the attacks made on 
opium were both false and foolish: that opium smoked or 
dunk in a reasonable manners, and not to excess, was not 
more dangerous than tea or tobacco. When at the head of 
the Administration of Central India, he was also the Collector 
of Opium Revenue from the native States, amounting to 
upwards of £2,000,000 sterling a year; and ithad been his 
duty 1o study the question, and understand the effect of the 
cultivation and use of the drug, both from a social and fiscal 
point of view. He thought its ordinary and moderate use 
to be healthy, and, as a judge, he had never known a crime 
oceasioned by its use, Could the same thing be said 
in England with regard to the use of alcohol? The 
majority of the Rajputs in Central India ate opivm—at least, 

-ibwas the custom of the country. In the other part of India 
in which tho greater part of his service had been spent, the 
Junjaub, the Sikhs wore large consumers of opium, and they 
wore physically, morally, and mentally, the two finest races 
in India, Gentlemen might smile and hold up official Blue- 
books, but the Sikhs and Rajputs, who were the opium 
consumors of India—excluding the population of the Delta, 
wyho took it for medical reasons—were the finest races in 
the continent, {Tc found that persons who defended tcmper- 
ance wore the most intemperate; they would neither listen 
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to argument nor allow other people to say a word in dofonce 
of opinions opposed 46 their own,  Opinm-sinoking was 
not a common habit in India, where it was ordinarily drunk, 
but smoking was loss injurious than drinking it, © With 
roference to the exclusiqn of opium land from grain eulbivas 
tion, of which they had heard so much, Malwa, tho provineo 


- of Central India, in which all the best opium land lay, wag. 


the only pait of India he know in which, thronghart 
historical times, there had been no famine, Ife could not 
but observe that it was an astonishingly and thing to sec,én! 
the latter part of the 19th century, & society possessed of 
such mischievous, homicidal characteristies as the Anti- 
Opium Society. If their convictions were to prevail, dhey 
would rank ag destroyers of the human race with cholera and 
famine, because a very luye part of the populion of tndia— 
ospocilly that inhabiting the fever stricken malarious districts 
of Bengal—was only preserved from death by the habtiual 
use of opium. That was known to every person of any 
wuthority in the room, 

Sir John Strachey, the Chairman, has conununicated 
the following remarks, which he would have made at the 
meeting, had there been time :— In my own opinion, no 
moro able and complete and accurate account of all the more 
important facts of the case has ever been given to the world 
than is given in Mr, Batten’s interesting papor, Lb only * 
wish it were possible to think thal the lths Mr. Batten 
has told could: receive as wide a dithwsion in this country as 
that which has been given to {ho errors and mis-statoments, as 
Thelieve them to be, which are scattered broadenst over the 
lend, [ams say somothing of my own experionce on this 
subject, 1 passed some thirty-eight years of my life in Jiudia, 
and T should uot be very greatly oxaggeraling if Lwere do 
say that, during that time, | held abnost every office whieh a 
member of the Civil Service in India can hold, boginning 
from offices of little importance, to the very highest posts in’ 
the service of the State, “IL was brought into porsonal con 
municalion with all classes, from the greatest princes to (he 
humblest ryots. 1 am entitled ty say that !onn speak with 
somo knowledge of the facts, as they regard dhe people of 
Incha, and the policy of the Government, Now, | haye always 
felt in regard to this controversy that the object to be aimed 
atisto learn the truth, and to sch upon i, ‘Thousnds of 
excellent people in this country, of whom 1 desure to sponk 
with all respect, because although | kuuw thom to be iniy- 


. 43 


taken, I must fully recognise the perfect honesty and nobilit 
of their aims, believe that we are ruining with a horrible 
poison millions of Chines, and that not content with this 
iniquity, wo are oncouraging tho consumption of opium among 
our own subjects in India with similar terrible consequences, 
U this were truco, I should say for my part, that whatever 
might be tho results to the Government or to the people pecn- 
*niqry, or economical, or political, or otherwise, however difli- 
cult or dangorous it might be to find substitutes for the loss 
that the suypression of opium cultivation in India might ontail, 
there could be no doubt about our duty. Iam confident that, 
whon Mr, Batten tells us that the total value of the poppy 
crops of India exceeds £18,000,000 sterling a year, he under- 
stiles rather than overstates the fact. 1 know that all that 
Sir Lepel Griffin has told us about Sikhs and Rajputs—the 
most martial races of India—and the political dangers that 
would follow on the attempt to interfore with the consumption 
of opium, to which they tae been accustomed for centuries, 
is perfectly truc. Nevorthéless, if 1 believed that the Govern- 
mont was committing the abominable iniquity with which 
it is, charged, of demoralising and destroying millions of peo- 
le, 1 should say that, whatever be the consequences, this 
iniquity ought not to be allowed to last for a single day dur- 
ing which we can prevent it. But what are the facts ? It is 
impossible for me now to ontor into the evidence on which my 
conclusions have beon based, I can only give the conclusions 
themselves, which the experience of a life-time has impressed 
npon me, T helieyo it to be proved to demonstration, that 
opium is not this terrible poison, The vast majority of those 
who consume it, consume itin moderation, and so consumed 
there is no one of the stimulants that entor largely into the 
consumption, of the world that is more innocont. I will go 
further, and say, more beneficial, It is as innocent as the 
wines of lrance or Italy are to the people of those countries, 
_ or as undoctorcd beer is to the people of England or Ger: 
may. ike all othor good gifts of nature it may be abused, 
but even when this happens, whatever it may beto the indi- 
vidual, it is less harmful to society than the alcohol, which is 
the curse of our own country. ‘This opium guestion has two 
aspect; one, as it concerns the people of India, the othor as 
il concerns the Chincse, As regards the people of India 
generally, I would ask you first to remember what India is, 
Tiina vast continent as large as the whole of civilised 
Europe, with a groater population, for it contains 


, 


44 we 


some 280,000,000 of people. Tt consisis of % multitude of 
countries differing from pach othor far moro widely than tho 
eountries of yropo diffor among themsolvess In somo of 
thoso countries, as we, haya been told, and as T shall have 
again to mention, certain, classes of the people have from 
time immemorial, consumed opium, Bui these classos, consti- 
tute, numerically, an absolutely insignificant proportion of 
the population of India, Speaking in general terms, {hor 
consumption of opium in India is so infinitestmally anal, 
that I may say, without oxaggeration, that no opti question 
exists atall. We are told, however, that the consumption of 
opium has been rapidly increasing, and that it has beon 
fostorod by our Government. 'Theso statements are absolagoly 
basoless, ‘The increase of population under British alo has 
been enormous ; but there is every reason to beliove that the 
consumption of opitun in India, wider native rule, 160 years 
ago, was actually greater than it is now. Lowover this may 
be, and without attempting to go back to dimes of which wo 
know comparatively little, ths at lenst is certain, that, 
although the population goos on rapidly inerensing, the 
consumption of opium, instead of increasing, has diminighed, 
It is corlainly smaller now than it was, for instance, Wen yours 
ago. This has boon tho result of the policy of the Government 
of India, By a vigorous system of Mixcise, it raises tho price 
of opium consistont with tho provontion of oxtonsive amugeling, . 
and reduces consumption toa minimum. Tho solo presont, 
dangor is that this policy may bo carried too far 5 and somo 
authorities boliovo that this in already happening. ‘Tho 
dangor is that by making opimm too dear and diffiendt to 
obtain, wo may not only encourago smuggling, a compara 
tively small evil, but may cauge people who have beon content 
with the moderato use of opium to have recourse to cheap 
and noxious stimulants proenrablo rom weeds which, 1 may 
almost sny, grow near oyery man’s duor. Although, us | have 
said, the conaumption of opium by the peoplo of India 
gonorally is infinitesimally small, it, has beon consumed’ for 
conturics by certain classes in Northorn India, lt iv an 
indisputable fact, as Sir Lopel Griffin has told us, that these 
classes, especially the Rajputs and Sikhs, are procisoly the 
finest races physically in all India, 1 havo olton thought that 
the best practical answer to those who inveigh against tho use 
of opium would be, if such a thing wore practicable, 0 bring 
one of our crack opium-drinking Sikh regiments 10 London, 
and exhibit thom in Hydepark, Thore is no more vigorous, 


Jndia tov her supply of opiun, 
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manly, handsome race of men to be found, not only in India, 
but in the world, They are the flower of our Indian army; 
and one of the bulwarks of our empire, arid ‘yet the use of 
opium among thom is almost universal, .It has always seemed 
to mo a significant fact that among gll the passionate appeals 
to British ignorance, we never hear one word about the Sikhs. 
Wo hear a great deal about so-called opium dens, which, after 


“all, are very few and far between, but we hear nothing about 


tho constant consumption of opium among the finest popula- 


stigns of Ind. People talk g ably about suppressing by law 


the growth and consumption of opium in India. I have 
groat faith in the power of folly and ignorance, but I trust 
that,} may notsce the day when the attempt is made to 
doprive Sikhs and Rajputs of—I will not say a lexury—but 
one of the innocent and beneficial necessaries of their’ lives, 
Tread tho othor day, reforring to this subject, some remarks 
by a most accomplished writer, who speaks on Indian subjects 
with high authority—I hope Sir William Hunter will pardon 
mo for quoting him. He said that a law such as that to 
which I hayo just referred, could only be enforced in British 
torritories by bloodshed and arms, while in native States it 
could not bo ontorced at all. I might enlarge much more on 
such considorations, ‘hoy involvo issues of political gravity, 
the oxistence of which appears to be unlmown and unsuspected 
in this country. I repels howovor, that these classes which 
consume opium, highly important as they are politically, 
aro numerically an insignificant fraction of tho Indian popu- 
lution, and that, so far as tho people of India petierilly 
avo concerned, no opium. question really exists, I must now 
gay something about China; but Mr. Bation and other 
gontlemon, who have spoken with the highest authority, havo 
said so much on this part of the subject, that I shall add very 
littlo, and I can add really nothing that is new. ‘hore can 
bo no groutor delusion that to suppose that China depends on 

“F no opium wore exported 
frcm'India, the consumption of China would remain practical. 
ly wnchanged. Indian opium in China is a luxury of the 
comparatively rich, If thoy were doprived of it, they would 
suffor as tho richer classos would suffer here if they wore 
deprived of tho choicest vintages of Bordeaux and Burgundy, 
or if tobacco smokers got no moro cigars from Cuba. In such 
a cage, in this country, the frequenters of beer-shops and 
gin-paleces would be conscious of no hardship; and the 
population of Qhina would be equally unconscious if it 
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yeeoived no opium from India. A si nglo provi nee of Ohina 
‘producos more opinm than the wholo Indian Timpive. Whole 
“provinces aro covored with the poppy ; the cultivation goes on 
incroasing, without .any intorferonee on tho part of the 
Govornmont of Chine, tEyen, therofore, iit wore ne that 
the people of China ure being tuined by opium, the apasation 
. of imports from India would not diminish “the oyil, Lint it 
is cortainly not tre, Tho vast majority of the conse’ 
mors of opitm in China consume if in moderation ; and it ts, 
as L said bofore, as harmless as tho wine and beers of Knope, - 
Moreovor, as Mr, Batten has told us, if the Governmout of 
China should wish 4o undertake tho task of stopping the 
consumption of opium, and preventing the Ta of 
opium from India, it can do so if if pleases, 1b enn prohibit 
the importation, or can impose nny restrictions that it kes, 
Meanwhile, thero is nothing with which we need reproach 
ourselves. Lf, as | wrote myself some yoars ago, in deference 
to ignorant projudices, India is deprived of (he revenues whieh 
she now obtains from opium, an net of folly and injustice will 
be perpetrated as gross as any that has ever been inflicted by 
a foreign Government on a subject nation, India now possess 
ses the rare fortune of obtaining from one of her native 
roducts a great revenue, without the imposition of {axes on 
her own peopla; and we aro asked to sacrifice tha manifost 
and vital intorests of those people, to whose good wo are 
pledged by the highest duties, in hope of protecting others, 
aguinst theit will, from imaginury ovils; in other words, to 
inflict cortain injury in pursuit of a benovolont chimorn, whieh 
must clude us, ‘Truly, to use the words of Condorect, 
« L’onthousiaste ignorant ost la plus terrible des bates ftrocos,” 
T boliove that thore is no country in the world in whieh the 
mon who earry on tho administration are more able and up. 
right, or who have a more true regard for the wollare of (hove 
committed io thoir care, We, who havo spont our lives in 
India, are not all fools or impostors, — [t is, as My. Batton hay 
most truly observed, remarkiblo that no single instanee ean’ 
bo quoted ofan Wnglishman who has been directly rosponpiblo 
for the well-being of India, and who has had an important 
voice in its administration, who has hold the viows against 
which I have beon protesting. That, as Mx, Batten said, has 
been left for irresponsible persons in this country, whose want 
of knowledge is patent to everyone who has studied the 
question on the spot. When I hear the Governmont of India, 
charged with ‘the abominable wickedness of poisoning its own 
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subjects, and poisoning millions of Chinese for the sake of, 
filthy-luere, there is only one reason which, prevents me from, 
boing filled with indignation, and this ig that-I know that 
those chayges are the offspring of ignorance alone. Unfor- 
tyuiately this docs not make them ler& sorious, for of all the 
oneniies to’ human progress ignorance is the most formidable, 
-quud is especially formidable whon, as in this present case, it - 
is combined with honest enthusiasm and an anxious desire for 
that which ig right. ear, SIs cally aan te ee at else ace 
‘ofsopium, and the results of my researches into its origin and 
spread throughout the East are, therefore, on easily accessible 
record ; and wore the controversy on the subject scientifically 
conduciod they would require no reiteration here, But as a 
paid agitation against the opium reyonue is again being 
organised for the express purpose of making its abolition a 
tos question for Parliamentary candidates at the next general 
clection, it becomes the duty of everyone familiar with India 
an the condition of its anaient people, to testify, whonever 
and wherever challenged to do so, to the truth in regard to 
their indulgence in opium, and its effects on them. . . 
“Sir George Birdwood said, of eae es, salut eseoe 
1 now pass on to speak of my personal observation of the 
habitual use of opium dwing my 16 years latter residence in 
Western India, {paid the closest. attention to the subject 
during the whole of the years [was there, and had every 
kind of oxperionce in relation to it, having at different 
peviads been in medical charge of the Southern Mahratta 
Lrognlar Llorse, the 8th Madras Cavalry, the 8rd Bombay 
Native Infantry, a battery of Artillery, the jail and_ civil 
station of Sholapore, and the steam frigate Ajdaha, Subse- 
queutly, and for the remainder of my service, I was attached 
to the Jamsetjeo Jejeebhoy Hospital, Bombay, and was in 
succession Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, and of 
Botany and Materia Medica, at Grant Medical College. 1 
+ was also a J.P. and visitor ofthe jails in Bombay, and the 
year Lavan sheriff | regularly visited them, Besides this, 1 
was probably more intimately familiar with all classes of the 
native population than any other Huropean of my. goneration, 
while, as an ever-active journalist, Iwas mixed up in almost 
every discussion of this sort during my time in Bombay, 
Well, in all the experience, as here precisely detailed, and 
capable, therefore, of being checked at every point, I thus 
had of the indigenous life of Western India, } never once met 
with a single native suffering, or who had ever suffered, from 
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what is called the excessive use, or from the habitual use of 
opium ; and, excepting cases of accidental or wilful poisoning 
by opium, I nover know of a singlo instanco of denth from itt 
use, And I havo nover mot with anyone who, in his ow: 
personal experience, has known a enso of death, or of injury 
io health, from tho habitual use of opium as practised : by the 
* people of uny part of India propor, So far as} can remont- 
ber, in the printed tables used in Indian civil and military 
hospitals for the entry of discases, thora is no colymn for the 
“opium habit,” nor for “deaths from ae On tho 
strength of my personal experience, | should be prepared to 
dofy anyone to bring forward from thoir personal oxperionce 
a singlo authentic record of dexth, or shortened Lito, fom 
habitual opium-cating or drinking in India, If any one can, 
let him, and the means of verifying his or her strtement are 
always, within the curront generation, accessible in. India, 
On the contrary, so far as my experience goes, the healthiest 
populations of Western India aro those distinguished for heir, 
so stigmatised, excessive use of opium. {refer to the people 
of Guzorat generally, and more particularly to the people of 
tho Kaira district, and also of the neighbouring district of 
Broach, As to opinm smoking, it is, from my oxpericnee of 
il, ag innocuous as smoking hay, straw, or stubble, It has 
not the potency of the mildest tobacco smoking, ax judged hy 
my experiments with it oh myself. 1 have, therefore, always 
presumed that tho morphin in “ tho smokable oxtract of 
opium ” is all dccomposod in tho flame of tho lamp at whieh 
the opiun pipe is lighted, bofore the smoko from it reaehes 
the lungs. ‘This, however, is only a prestmption 5 and, in 
ono enso, examined by Professor Atifield, morphia was found 
in the ashes of an opium-pipe used by a smoker in tho Mast. 
end of London, But, be this as it may, wo find in China, 
as in India, that nowhere aro the native populations so robust, 
industrious, and thriving as in the principal ophun-producing 
provinces of tho Empire, Tt is onongh to refer on this point 
to the report by Mr. W. Donald Spenco, our Acting-Consul 
ab Ichang, published in the Parliamentary Paper, No. 3, of 
1882, page 86. Of course, 1 know tho de derrorent cases bo ho 
scon in the opium dens in Bombay and elsowhoro in the 
East. I well knew the Bombay den kept in my time by a 
Chinese “ gentle convertite” to Christianity. {way (ho one 
den ina city with a population second, in the whole British 
Empire, only to that of London, Yet L never saw mote than 
ten or twelve opin smokers thore ai any time-—poor, lost 
souls, whose miserable, physical, and moral dogradation and 
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dopravity it would be impossible for even descriptive reportexa 
and sensational photographers to exaggerate. But who were 
thoy ? The drags of the lowest outcasts of the greatest empo- 
vium of trade in the Old World outside London, and the 
sink of all the miscellancous roviig vagabondage of the 
Indinn.Ocenn, And as for the real causes of their sufferings, 
1 will only here say that, so far as 1 could ovor ascertain, 


“they had nothing todo with the opium-pipe, which seemed 


io mo to ho simply the last palliative of their “ disnatured 


stoyment,” whtil entranchised of it all by death, which general- 
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ly overtook these cases of complicated and perverted 
nywrpholepsy in from three to nine months, I hold the 
rocipd of the chandul sold in the Colbhat den, and it is diffi- 
aut 40 understand how, when decomposed in the opium lamp, 
tho stuff could have the slightest physiological effect on its 
smnokers. ] am not entitled to discuss the administrative and 
economical sides of the opium question; but surely thoso 
who hold that the habitual use of opium is harmful, should 
be the last to object to the State monopoly of the produe- 
tion of the drug in India. In the contrary, holding that its 
habitual consumption is essential to the health, wealth, and 
happiness of a vegetarian tropical pepole, would freely throw 
the cultivation and manufacture of it opon to private enter- 
prise, and raise as large a revenue from its export from India 
ag ib would bear, ‘Tho whole public revenue of India might, 
in this way, bo derived from its export, and the people of 
Ludia lott practically untaxed. But who are we, that we 
should object to the people of India and China using opium 
ag a narcotic stimulant, 


Sir Josoph Payror, K. C. 8 L, M. D., FR. 8. :-- 

With the historical. pohtical, geographical, commercial, 
und statistical portions of the paper my remarks are not 
concorned ; they will refor to the important question regard- 
ing tho use of opium and its influence upon the health of 
the population of India and China, or wherever else it may 
bo resorted to ag a habil, It is most sirenuously urged by a 
luige and influential, and, as 1 believe, thoroughly conscien- 
tious party, that tho use of opium, cither by eating or smoking, 
is attended with the most pornicions results, causing, sooner 
or later, demoralisaion and destruction alike ofbody and 
mind, ‘fhey seein to be of opinion that the degraded condi- 
tidn of the kabituds of opium-eating or smoking houses, 
whether in India or China, represents the natural and, 
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ono might almost say, the inevitable results of tho use of 
opium. Ideally, one syonld wish that stimulonis . onl 
narcotics, suck as alcohol, hemp, opium, tobacéo, chloral, and 
sundry othors of Yocent invention, had no existence; but, wn 
fortunately, human naire is so constituted that it will nob 
forego the use of, these drugs, cach and all of which is Hablo 
sto bo abused, and when so abused, produces the most, 
degrading and pernicious effects upon the human race, Que 
of the curses of our own country and ow own taco is tho 
abuso of alcohol—tho amount of disease, misery, nul cringe 
produced by it is inealenlable, With any who might ontor 
upon a crusade against dus form of indulyonce, which should 
correet the abuse and limit the use of it within reasolmblo 
bounds, I Gonfess that 1 should have the greatest sympathy ; 
bui {should noyor expect to succeed in exchuding aleohol 
altogether from use as food. There eumot be a doubt that, 
in tho grout cities of India, in China, and probably elsewhere 
in the Hast, the abuse of opitun igcarried by a certain, bub a 
limited number, to a great catent, but fo nothing like the 
extent to which the abuse of aleohol is carried. [his wells 
known that, oyer large areas of country in Indin, by tons of 
thousands of people, opium, in moderation, is habitually uscd 
by tho natives; and that they have a thorough belief in ity 
ollicienvy to protect them against malarious discagy; and 
that, wader its iuflucnee, all the functions of lilo ara better 
performed ; that life is not shortened ; and that physical and 
mental conditions are improved and not detorioratod, This 
1 know to receive tho support of those who know (ur moro 
about the subject than Ido, and Lam not aware of anything 
to controvert it, lis said, ! beliove, by its opponents, that 
the tendency of opium-eating is ever to increage——to induce, 
it may bo, slow, but sure degiadation and destruction, ldo 
not bolieve this. In the courge of many years’ oxporionce 
in India, l hayo known so many who have been Haile 
consumers of a small quantity of opium, without in anyway. 
sulloring from it, or without any tendency to ineroase tho 
habit, that] am unable to agree with those who state othar« 
wiso, One of my most intimate friends—n native nobleman, 
with whom I frequently associated—died after the age of 
eighty, THe was a man of romarkable intellectual, mental, 
and physical vigour, of wonderful powers of ondurance ol 
fatigue, & great sportsman, a splendid short, ag complete yn 
example of a native gentloman as one could wish dosec. — Llo 
was an opium-eater, and comsumed his two or three doses a 
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day with unorring regularity. This he had done for many 
yourg when T becamo acquainted with him. He never ins 
croased the quintity, nor had he done so for several yoars ; 
ho showed no signs of dogencration, montal or physical, or 
anything suggostive of n pernicious tabit, Tt mast be in the 
oxporience of old residonts in India to have met with similar 
cases Lt seoms 40 mo that this crusade against opium, though: 


“*yoll mennt, is not reasonable, It is as unfair to argue from 


the Aabieuds of opium-smoking houses, as it is from tho 


+ frequenters of gin palaces and other haunts where the most 


degraded lorms of aleoholic abuse may be met within our 
owit country, Both, in extreme eases, are an evil ; but. the 
moderate use either of alcohol or opium must be left to the 
diseretion of those who fecl called upon to take then, There 
is another diy which is also in frequont uso in India, the 
homp (ewnnabis), which is infinitely worse than opium. I 
find no objection takon to this drug by the anti-opium party, 
J can seo no medical ground that would justify violent inter- 
ference with the custom in question. Control and limit the 
abuse of opium, butto interfere with and suppress it 
altoguthor seoms to mo unjustifiable. T know no reason why 
opitm should be interfored with and alcohol be exompt, The 
ovils of the ono are far inforior to the evils of the other, and 
the modorate uso of both—asT have said—should be left 
to tho diserotion of those who want thom, It seoms to me 
to bo clearly proved that the moderate use of opium is not 
attended with the ovil results ascribed to it, though, as with 
alcohol, a corlain numbor of persons will abuso it. 1 repeat, 
therofore, that on imedical grounds] sce no reasons for 
adyoouting the abrogation of the present regulations concern- 
ing opium in India, Leontine myself entirely to the medical 
agpoul, Other and convincing reasons for maintaining thom 
haye been ably advocated in the exhaustive paper to which 
Lam now rofring, 


‘Surgeon Lioutenant-Colonel Ilendloy :—I understand 
the 6,000. medical men have signed a memorial, in which it 
ig contended, amongst other things, that the use of opium is 
mortlly and physically debasing, and associated with many 
great dangurs to the people of India. Ihave practised in 
thu Native States of Rajpuiane since 1871, and for more than 
len yours havo boen responsible for the medical arrange- 
ments fox nearly 3,000,000 people. More than 1,000,000 
now cased have boen treated diving that period in the dis. 
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ensaries undor my supervision, and I havo myself seen from 
Xoo to 200 cnsos of sickness overy day, As tho remué of my 
exporionee, and in opposition to pravious ‘personal, but 
ignorant, projudico, Jam bound to state (f) that | have not 
seon lifo shortencd by{ the habitual use of opm ase a 
stimulant, but, op the coutrary, J have como io the:conclusion 
- that the habitual opium-oator becomes happily oblivious of 


most of the minor ills of life, such as bad food, irregular’ 


meals, poor clothing, and exposure lo wet and cold, and that 


he is hardoned, as it were, against many distances, as for - 


example, rheumatism, or those of malarious origin, (2) 
That it is only by the use of opinm that mounted polices and 
mossongors, or guards in “ative States enn porform thot loug 
journeys hich are required from them for many yours—in 
short, that without this, or some other stinndant, they would 
soon be uscloss, and life to thom bo not worth living, (8) 
That I do not recollect the occurence of any fatal cases 
arising from the uso of opium as,an habitual stimulant. No 
one can deny that opium can be, and is occasionally, abusod 
like many othor good gifts, but my oxperionce has convinced 
me that the ovils attending the uso of thia drug, aro 
infinitesimal in comparison with those which, in so many 
cases, go with drinking spivit, wino, and tho use of tobacco 
and eyen teas. Of course I havo seon many onses in. which 
opium has beon takon as a poison, or in over-dose by wn0x- 

erienced persons. Whon | first went to Rajputana, [ was 
horrified at the large quantitics of opiwn tukeu by some 
Rajputs, and predicted fatal resulis, bwk ag no sneht casos 
occurred, I havo naturally changed my views, Wo nro told 
that opium dobases and destroys those who use it 
Oceasionally ono aces a man who is a slave to the habit and 
somowhat uscloss in consequence, but on the other hand one 
of the most able natives] over sy, took daily a dosn of 
opium as large asa billiard-ball, As not wnintoresting in 


connection with the prophylactic usos of opitim, Timey efor , 


to Mr, Strez’s obsorvations many yoars ago, that a largo 
dose of opium will protect against tho iLrosults af exposure 
to wet and cold. For examplo, a drachm of laulanim takon 
by a traveller on the outside of n conch in a storm would 
enable him to journoy without fear of being chilled, or of 
getting pnoumenia even if he becamo wet through, lt has 
been stated that opium cannot bo givon up without feartal 
agony. 1 havo frequently stopped its use at once, without ill 
resulta, and with far less fear of ovil then whon ordering 


wt 
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alcohol to bo.givon up. 1 would mot hesitate for a moment 
to substitute the opium for tho apiritdyinking habit, on the 
grounds that ‘the Inttor is destructive to body and soul, 
shortous life, lends to far more family misery, and to terrible 
evimos, and is much more likely 1oj lead others astray by 
imitation, In short, the drunkard is a nuisance and danger to 

_ himsolfand oll uround him; while the opium-eater, only 
{parare cnscs—nt all oyonis, in India—hurts himself alone, or. 
only indirectly, by sponding pothaps an unfair of bis earn- 

- ings, injures his family, In Qhina, he is said sometimes to 
soll his wile ; but surely this is the fault of the law. An 
Wnglish drunkard boats her, which isas bad, and would 
sell,hev if he could ; indeed, I believe he has done as much 
in somo mining districts, It is highly probable that any 
injury dono to fimilies, by heavy expenditure in opium, 
has ben componsnicd to them by its prophylactic value, 
which hag prosoryod valuable lives. Opium does not fill 
Indian lunatic asylums ; Indian homp and aleohol do this, 
If opium wore increasingly injurious, the population would 
havo diminished, instead of multiplying enormously, My 
remarks rolate to opitum-eating ; but there is evidence to 
show that opium-smoking is less dangerous, as, in the latter 
otsv, tho wlkaloids are not absorbed. 


Tho nativo of India usos many stimulants, The 
rospeoteblo man most frequently takes opium because with 
Mohamodans and some Hindus wine is unlawful, The lower 
olnases drink spirit: and uso many dvugs, the worst of which 
ave the proparations of Indian hemp, 1 sce many brokens 
down Sopoyr, all of whom take a stimulant to drown care 
and hardship, bnt thoy live on, unshortoned lives, I think, 
porhaps, hat pau amongst the rich is responsible for as rauch 
digeane and trouble as opium, Now as regards native States, 
the prohibition of the growth of tho poppy would involve 

. gross breach af traaty, or the re-cstablishmont of the Customs 
linos with all its diiliowltios, that is lo say, if we only taxod 
tho opium manufactured in thoso States, for Ido not think it 
would be possible 40 provont its export, cortainly not from 
ports in native States. “To attompt to atop the cultivation of 
tho poppy in Ludia, or to provent the uso of the drug altogo- 
thor, scems to ine somewhat as though wo should try io force 
u,Briliah colony to give up the uso of, and conse to grow to- 
bacco, which if used to excess, some of us believe to be as 
harmful, and cortoinly more offensive than opium, As we 
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do not dare to do this, is it not cowardly to treat, Tndia on tho 
‘opium question in a way: that wo ato oxeluded from sloing 
‘towards other, paris of the Empire, The cxcvssiye uso of 
alcohol, opium, ica, or any stimulant certainly domands all 
opposition we can give, fund T ilunk that if anti-opininisis 
would teach moderation in all things, they would do good} 


- and porhaps, I might add, that thoy ean hardly expect to 


succeed in this, or any other question, unless they coasa. 4 
abuse officials, who, after all, aro as likely to be actuated by 


good motives as themselves. Some of the remaths made yu: 


pogo 12 of a pamphlet, entitled “The Poppy Plagne in India,” 
aro such as would disgrace the most abandoned opium entor, 
The map attached to the same publication, and the reniarks 
as to dose ‘which follow, are most misleading, and the dedue- 
tions as to poisoning the population untrue, ‘The Anti-Opium 
Committee have also published a letter which was sent to 
over 40,000 ministers, I think it was rather insulting to the 
education and intelligenco of these ministers 4o state that the 
Chinese belonged to the “ race by whose hands God wrote 
his Holy Book ; the race that produced the great characters 
of sacred history, the patriarchs, the prophets, and tho first 
martyrs of tho Oross,” yct this is what tho letter docs state, 


Mr, M. M, Bhownaggreo ;—Tho subject of Mr, Batton’s 
excollont pxpor has beon so oxhaustively discussed by this 
meeting, by men whose opinions ave entitled to tho grentent 
woight, that I do not feol justifiod in doing move than briotly 
touching on that part of it which might bo dormod ite Indinn 
aspect, Evon in reference to that park of the subject, such 
main points as tho offect of opitm cultivation on tho reyentes 
of India, and of its consumption on tho opita-euting eon. 
munities there, have been xo fully troated by persons whe 
haye for yoars studied those matters, that | do not fool enlled 
upon to say any more than that 1 fully concur in the yiows 
set forth in the papor. T have lived all my life in Bombay, 
and have intimate acquaintance with paris of Gujarat, capo. 
cially the Province of Kattiawar, thoso tracts in Westeru 
India whore opium is chiefly consumed, and Lam prepared 
to avow that J havo novor known opium-enting to havo xprend 
to any considerable oxtont, nor the evil arising from. that 
habit to have attained any marked proportions, If logislative 
intorferonco with regard to ono kind of intoxieants more thay 
another is at all reguired for India, it is with respect to 
Kuropean winés and spirits, While opium-cating might bo 
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snid to bo confined to a mero handful of men hoye and thore, 
in India the consumption of wines and spirits of Kuropean’ 
manufacture is gaining ground with such vapidity oven’ 
wmong thoso larger communities which are prohibited by 
thoir religion {vom the use of aleoldl, that it is become 2 
erying evil so that il the anti-opiumites and philanthropic 
nussionarics who are pursuing the shadow of the opium ghost 
eWwould divert their attention to the importation of spirituous 
liquors from urope, they might do some real good in the 
‘long rn. But porhaps the powerful interest: which protects 
the browaries and distilleries of this and neighbouring coun- 
tries! offors Lhom no inducemont in that direction. On the 
other hand, the further impoverishment of the revenues of 
India, a considerable portion of which is now raised by a duty 
levied on the salt, which the yery poorest of the poor have 
to cut as a necessary of life, seems to be too trivial a 
matter for the consideration of these philanthropic friends 
of India t Mat India does, not need or desire any inter- 
ference ine regard to the growth and consumption of opium, 
ix amply proved by the fact that there has never been any 
agitation there on the subject. I am aware there have 
beon recently » few mectings held, and some desultory 
memorials addressed, in the spirit of the agitation raised here 
but they are loo transparently the work of the agents of this 
iMsitition tsell to merit any serious consideration as being 
tho voico of India, Lernvo pormission to refute one staple 
argmmont incossntly urged by the other side, véz., that the 
British Government is enforcing the cultivation of opium 
on lage (raeds of Innd in India, and, by implication, the 
vonaumplion of that drug on the people, ‘This, 1 need 
aearcely say, is 2 monstrous misrepresontation. Government 
lias, over a long ammnber of years, been only trying to reduce 
the mnmmber of the opium-growing territories, ‘and J have in 
my possession a thick yolumo, containing the authoritative 
history of the controversy between it and the whole of the 
tates of the largo province of Kattiawar, in which the latter 
have contended for the last thirty odd years, for the right of 
growing opin, [am sorry to say that that aight has not 
yet heon conceded, Putthe enorgy with which the Chicfs 
of that provinee have pursued this matter, and the argument 
thoy enploy—that the denial of such right is harmful to the 
interests of theic subjects, and a source of irritation among 
thom is au answer of no amall significance to those who are 
responsible for dhe misropregentation, As regaids the present 
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agitation, | grave leave 40 rolate a litle information 1 hay 
gathered about it. Lwonttoa mooting held lust night a 
the Praser-stroct Mission-hall at Chiswick, ‘where a Mra 
Jyynn was announced. to deliver a lecture on opium, illustrat, 
a by lantern slides. [th tha courso of the Testis whicl 
was ably delivered, but full of gross misrepreseuiations 0 
-the limo-light slides exhibited, two reprosonted a Low 
Chinamen lying wounded or dead, with a due proportion. @! 
blood daubed on their bodics:—theso, the fair lechurer ox- 
plained, wore the men “ murdered” by tho QMeen’s muy 
deyers, who, sho further explained, were British soldiors, 
that great British crime, the Chinese war, She paused here 
to exhort her hearers not to let a son of theirs be enrolled, in 
the BritishoArmy {| Another of the plates represented an 
opium warchouse in India, and yet another a retail shop ; 
these, tho lecturer explained, were Llor Majosty’s poison 
stores. A hymn was sung later on at the meeting, in which 
it was said that “the inflionce of English mle on Indin had 
been baneful.” At the end of the lecture the chairman dvow 
out from his pocket a printed momorial, stating that he, and 
he hoped the audionco, woro satisfied that tho opium policy 
of the British Governmont nocded immedinte annhilation, 
and therefore asked thom to empowor him to sign the 
memorial which contained a prayor to that effect, on bohalf 
of what he called the “ public meoling.” 1 smijeht stato here 
that,in tho usual speech introducing tho lecturer, the 
chairman had distinctly stated that he know nothing about 
the opium question, and that “ho did not want to betray 
his ignorance ” by speaking at length, Aftor the memorial 
was read, or rather mumbled over, L thought it my duty, as 
a British subject, knowing something about India, nnd asa 
residont of Chiswick, to ask if L might be allowed to apenk 
before the vote of the audience was taken on the memorial, 
Liold the chairman that tho lecture was full of exaggoration 
and mis-statomonts ; that all tho arguments omployed were 
one-sided. Tho Chairman suid tho meeting was only for a 
lecture, and not for discussion, and the papor before it way 
only a memorial, nota potition; and ‘that, therefore no 
discussion wag expected or allowable.  Thowed to tho 
decision only pointing out that, whatever it was—memorial 
or petition—it wag not fair to spring such a paper on the 
audience, and to pass it without hearing remarks offered on 
the other side, ‘The chairman however, hurriedly ewlled_ for 
the vote, and declared the momorial “passed unanimously,” 
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‘Nws tho yoico of the public of Chiswick was added last 

night to the wrnimous voice of all parts of Great Britain, 

calling upon “the responsible ministors of the Grown 40 atop 

in hidia the growih, consuuption, and trade of the poison 

which,” to use tho fair lecturer's reitorated phraso, « the 
‘Ulviation Queen of England was manufacturing to kill not 
_ only hor own subjects with, bué those of tho heathen Ems 
*poror of China,” 


a Br. Jd. Forguson, (I'ditor, Ceylon Observer), said :—~ 1 
Appeny as one who sympnthises to a large extent with the 
work ol thoso who desire to chock the consumption of, and 
limjt, if not suppress the traffic in opium, “Bui I would 
doprecato as harmful to that vory cause, and a3 showing a 
dangerous exmnple to our natiye — fellow-subjects, the 
vireulation of oxapgerated, highly-coloured stories based, it 
may be, on the off-hand statements of natives who do not 
know what is to he made of their so-called facts, and who 
corlainly do not realize the force of the language sometimes 
used by them, 1n Coylon, so far as we know, there is no 
cultivation of the poppy for opium, and the importation of 
tho article, so far as the Customs’ returns show, has not 
grouly ineveayed for tho last thirty years. But I hold in 
my hand a pamphlet entitled “Tho Truth upon a 
» Momentous Subject: an appeal to Christian Electors, ” 
which contains on one page a note respecting Ceylon which 
Jive astounded me, in what is said to be a native gentle- 
man's testimony respecting the plngoe * of opium. He 
npons of villages boing “ decimated,” and of many of his 
own relations being ruined by Government opium. Now, I 
can ouly Huy that this is news to me, although I have beon 
thirly years in Coylon, and all that time a careful reader of 
mission reports, and, as far as possible, of native news. I 
anc cortain, in fact, that the story isa great exaggoration, 
and | doubt if the native understood the meaning of 
“ decimated,” { think, in a matter of this kind, the philan- 
thiopists of Mngland should not treat thoir fellow-countrymen 
in the Hust, the Civil servants of India and Ceylon, as the 
oncmies, but as the friends of the natives, and as men who, 
with few exceptions, are anxious to do what is best for their 
wollare, Bui J wish, move particularly, to mention a fact 
nob at all so widely known as it ought to be among the home 
public, , The craving for opium among tho people of India 
and Qhina, in the first instance, is mainly, if not entirely, 
h 
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caused by the provalence of malarial fover of a dopressing 
typo. This is the qase in Southorn China, in many parta of 
India ( Lower Assam included, ) 


Surgeon-Genoral Jolin Murray, formorly Tnapector- Ca. 
noral of Lospitals, Bengal :—1 was for some yours residontey 


surgeon at Indore, the channel through which all tho Mabwa _ 


opiun-passage to Bombay, and | occasionally actod ns opinay 
agont. L took grevt interest in investigaling tho cultivation, 
preparation, and adultoration of tho drug, and its wao among 
tho natives. I was informed that it added to the comfort and 
enjoyment of life, without injuring tho health, i! proper {ood 
was used ; but if from misfortune tho supply of food dell 
short, peoplé were in the habit of increasing Ute quantity of 
opium to relieve the feeling of want, wutil they destroyed the 
power of digestion, obseured their intelloct, and became the 
debased victims of debauchery of tho type deseribed by the 
anti-opiumists, On the whole, two points stand out 

uite clearty as the resuli of my exporienco, — Wirst, 
that the use of opium by those who can alford ib was 
as genoral in Rajputana as the uso of port wine or whisky 
was in this country in my younger days, Secondly, that 
besidos its invaluable use in medicine, of which this is haeily 
tho place io speak of at longth, it has a real place 
among tho gifts of God for brightening and cheoring life in 
a hot or unheuthy climate. It is, in fact, against tho abuse, 
and nol the uso of opium, that wo havo, as friends of the 
tace, to fight. 


Dr. Georgo Watt, O. 1. 1i., (Reportor on the Feonomic 
Produots with the Government of India) -—! lave now resided 
in India for over sixteen years, and that hiring that dime { 
have tavelled over the greater part of our Mustern ompire, 
and dovoled my energies almost exclusively to'an investigu 


tion of the resources of that vast country, Naturally, the - 


cultivation of the poppy, and the traflic in opium, has recviy- 
ed a considoreble share of my attention. On arrival in 
India, in 1873, 1 may say that T held very pronomieced views 
opposed to tho trade, “As a medical man] naturally gave 
the subject of the habitual use of opium my enrolul considera 
tion, Butto my astonishment I searched in vain wnonpat 
the ordinary people of the country for evidence of ita injuri- 
ous eflects, Lt 1s commonly stated, though £ think ingorrently , 
that tho uatives of India do not smoke vpium, ‘Those who 
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tako what may bo called larger doses, in most parts of India, 
eat it or drink propavations that contain,it, but I think Tam 
correct whon ! siy that of the 5,000 to 6,000 -chests used up 
in India anumally a largo portion is smoked, but not in 
“opiun-smoking dons,” nor in the special opium pipe. It 
jd mined” with tobaceo in vory small proportions, and used 
daily without any injurious offoris whatover, or without an 
‘ovnving boing ostablishod for an extra pull at the huble-budle 
ortho hukah. That thore aro opium dens in the larger 
tywns Inn fully aware. I have visited those of Bombay, 
‘Caloutta, and Lucknow, but have seen nothing that could be 
coipared with tho drinking dens where the poor British 
suilors wre rendered mad with the drink they axe supplied 
with in Indi, Indeod, the abuso of aleohol {If urope is a 
Innndred timos worse than the oxcessive consumption of opium 
in Indin, Excoss in both is undoubledly injurious, and if 
tho ono could bo stopped in Europe, it would be right and 
proper to consider the suppression of the other in India, It 
would apppeu, however to be useless to urge facts and figures 
tu tho consideration of theoretical onthusiasts who, haying 
failod to secure repressive legislation in their own country, 
have now laid themselves open to the charge of seeking a 
tiold for their so-called philanthropy in another, the rise or 
full of which is 40 thom of less moment than personal noto- 
> riety. Tho question to my mind is, therefore, not one of 
abuno of opinm and aleohol, but of the logitimate use of these 
lusurics, ~ Can it be said that the consumption of opium, in 
tho wmall quantities takon in India, is injurious ; or, to state 
tho jase in another aspect, is it more injurious than the 
modorate use of boor, wine, or spitits ? To answer this 
armument is out of the question, I can, therefore, but add my 
luunble opinion to that of the many able speakers who have 
addrestod tho meeting, and it is bricfly that, though for yeara 
1 tried 10 diseover any ovidence of injury from the moderate 
uno of opium, I faile utterly, and now firmly believe that it 
is fur logs injurious than alcohol, " But when every “person 
whore opinion is thought worth having has recorded his 
views, and it is thus ascertained in which way the majority 
of such personal opinions tend, what have we gained? The 
vordict of persons not personally interested in a traffi, the 
total vovento of which was, in 1889-00, Rs. 928,928, or, to 
bo absolutcly safe in over rathor than waiderstating it, 
£1,000,200. A population of, say, 268,000,000 are to be 
deprived of a luxury, which they have been acoustomed to 
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for centuries, by a people who pay ner twonty-five times 
as much revento on their corresponding luxury, 'Thia sia a 
point, IT yontwre to think, that has not been sufliciontly 
iieouebl ont to-night.» Any person who my havo trken the 
troublo to read the publications thrust on tho public by the 
anti-opitun. agitators eimnot havo failed (0 cbscive how giwo- 
fully tho distinction is avoided between purely Indian and, 
Chinese considerations, An illustrated pamphlet, for oxam- 
plo, may be procured for ono ponny at tho railway book-sialls, 
which is said to have beon written by two Indian Migsionnria, 
We there got pictures of Indians smoking opitm, and find 
scnttoved hore and there, throughout the pages of that “dis. 
graceful pnbhention, the freis and figures of the Indinn and 
Chinese trifdo in such a way that it is difficult for any porkon 
not familiar with tho actual facts of the enso to distinguish 
the one from tho other, ‘tho British public are told of « the 
manner in which Indian statistics on moral subjects io 
manufactured.” They are troated to disjointed quotations 
from certain Government reports, in which it is stated that 
“ the statistics of licenses ave suggestively omitted.” ‘Tho 
writers of that pamphlet have got hokl of the annual 
administration roports for certain provinces, ‘They have 
deemed it unnecossary to procure, in conneclion with this 
purely technical discussion, tho annwil Excise reports, Tlonce 
the absence from ono roport, which they choso to consult, of 
a cortnin picco of information was by thom regarded as proof 
that Government desired tho suppression of that partionlar 
item of nows, It is too ridiculous to havo to allude to mmeh 
wilful misreprosontations, aa I havo already trospassed too far, 
Let me, howevor, add very briofly that a point made much 
of by the anti-opium missionary authors is capable of a yory 
simple and natural explanation, Thoy have furnished a cop 
of the form undor which licensos are granted in India to wit 
opium, in which the vendor is requiaed to soll at least 1 
certain amount of Governmont opium. ‘This fet is charactor 
ised as “adevico to fored the opium poisoning policy by 
terrorism that would havo done credit to Danton, Robespiorre, 
and Marat, the monsters of the Fronch Revolution, lt is 
this unprinciplod and loathsome system of finaneo on tho 
part of a protessedly Christian Governmont, &e,, ke. Now, 
the simple fact is that Government has veutised how absolutely 
helpless it is in repressing tho opium traffic, It cannot 
prohibit poppy culture in the territory of the natives princes, 
indeed it cannot fully stop it in oyery corner of its «un 
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tortitory, An articlo that ha to pay a prohibitive tax would 
cautaall baa vory profitable one could it, be brought illicitly 
to tho vondors’ shop, It has, therefore, beon thought oné o: 
tho most poworful repressive measures to ascertain the actual 
gohsumption in each and evory district, This is the course 
that'is prrsned by every morchant in the world in ascertain- 
ing supply and demand, The Government can control: 
supply ; it has to ascertain demand, Having found this out, 
the vondor_is required to pay duty on very nearly the 
: ascortained consumption of the district, so that little or no 
illicit opium can be sold by him. Any person who wishes 
to sco the effect of Government control and repression of 
opitm, should study the figures of production in relation to 
revenuo, It Will thero be seen that while the Ifdian con- 
sumption has averaged 4,000 chests or so during the past 
twonty years, the revenue in opium consumed in India has 
ineronsed from Rs, 845,918 to Rs. 928,928. Fluctuations 
in the Heonse to retail, which are fully explained each year 
in the Excise reports, are of no more importance than that 
the Indian consumption was 6,055 chests in 1878-79, fell 
to 691 chests in 1882-88, and was 5,605 chests in 1889-90. 


Reprinted from the “Daily Graphic.” 
“1s OPIUM INJURIOUS 2” 
«THE BUIN OF ‘CU WILOLE MAN,” 








To ruz Eprror oF Te Dany Grapuio, 


Str,—* How not to do it”? was the motto of the Thth- 
Barnacle family ; “ ILow not to sco it” sean to bo (he motte 
of officials of Lior Majesty's Opium Department at Bombay, 
if we may judge by the letter which you publish fala from 
a natiye ‘gentleman in that department, Happily the 
Government officials in India twke a difforont view, Tere 
js the “ Opinion of Rao Bahadur Munsulram Mulji, 
Inspector of Police, Ahmedabad City’—not wo far from 
Bombay—presented to Parlumost this year in tho Blue 
Book, “Consumption of Opium in India” at p. 81,“ Ityom 
my experience of about moro than four years of the city of 
Ahmedabad, and from my personal occasional visits to tho 
chandul (opium-smoking) shops in the city, Tam lod to 
believe that tho vico of smoking opium is oxtonding, aud is 
tho worst of all tho othor yiccs, namoly, cating and drinking 
opium and smoking other drugs, as it does not givo much 
strength at all, but on the contrary it makes tho amokor weal 
and pate, ‘The persons who have jot this habit, gonerally 
bolong to the lower classes of tho community, and most of 
thom five upon gambling and other offences, such us potty 
thofts, cheating, &.” Your readevs will judge for iinet 
selyos whethor this tostimony or that of your correspondent 
is most to be rolied on. as a true picture of the gonoral resulta 
of opium-smoking 


That there are io be found cases of opium smokers 
who have indulged in the habit for many years, and who 
from strength of constitution, from ability to pnrehase abmif. 
dant sustaining food, or frown healthy, outdoor lito, ave able 
to do so with comparative impuuity, isa fick woll-known {to 
all who have studicd the question. In this count y we know 
that occasionally old topers are to bo met with ; Ini we do not 
conclude, us your correspondent wisdes us to do with vopartl 
to opium-smokiig, that hard drinking is bonelivint.* 
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On this point the following oxtract from, a petition 
recently presented to Parliament, which was signed by forty-" 
nino qualified native medical men of Bombay, comprising” 
the leading native practitioners of that eity, is the best possible 
ovidenco, ‘They say: “The contigued use of opium, in 
however moderate quantities, destroys the patural appetito, 
doranges tho digestive orguns, impedes the circulation and . 

. Vitiates the quality of the blood, obstructs respiration, and 
fills the lungs with poisonous vapour, depresses the spirits, 
wopkoning and exhausting the nervous systom, and producing 
omaciation.” ‘The same petition further states: “ Not the 
least’, of the evils resulting from this pernicious habit is the 
destrnction of the moral powers, Not only is the body 

~ killed and the power of the will weakened, but tho*nffections, 
thoughts, and desires ae corrupted, thus completing the 
ruin of the whole man.” 


Lnocd add nothing to these weighty words, coming 
from such an authoritative Yource.—Yours faithfully, 


JOSEPI G, ALUXANDER, 


. Seoretary. 
Society for tho Suppression of the Opium Trade, 


“IS OPIUM INJURIOUS?*” 
OPINION OF DR, LAWRIM, 





‘To vin Mprror oy tuu Damy Grarito, 


Sir, -ln connection with the controvorsy which is now: 
procecdiug in regard to the subject of opium-cating, it is 
infovesting and instructing to learn that in tho opinion of 
no tons an muthority then Dr, Lawrie, of the Indian Medical 

+ Deparlinent ut Bengal, opium eating or smoking to excess is 
yory tieomuon in India, and its use in modevation has the 
wnont, honofleial regalia, Speaking of the practice, and 
comparing ik with the uso of alcohol, he says :—If opium 
cating ix a vico it is not to be compared in the harm it does 
toueohol, Alcohol destroys the health and leads to crime, 
pinm does neither the one nor the other, All men in 
health are much better without alechol than with it; but T 
vory mush doubt if the samo can bo said in India about 

‘opium, On the contrary, an immonse number of people in 
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this country (India) owe thoir health to opium, and would 
‘not only fall an casy. prey to disease, but would acutally 
‘suffer in gongval health if thoy did nob talecit, Lt is woll- 
known that when the natives of Hyderabad go to tho hills 
tho opium eators stand tho change of climate and romain 
well, while thogo who do not take opium have fovor, 


-diarrhon, and various othor illnosses all tho timo they aro, 


‘ 


there, In the samo way when thoy go to Euvopo, the opium 
eators do not feel the cold, and bonefit by the chango, Tho 
non-opium ecators, on tho other hand, suffer untold misoyy 
from the cold in Europe, and tho change docs them more 
harm than good, so that after thoir return to India thoy 
have to reeruit their hoalth.—Yours faithfully, a ir 


i 
London, Septombor 7th, 1892. 


A REPLY TO MR. ALEXANDER. 





To wiz Eprrox or tan Darty Graputo. 

Sir,—I havo carefully perused Mr. Aloxander'’s lettor 
in the Daily Graphio, in roply to mino, and] enn only 
repeat that a moderate use of opium is not harmful, bub on 
thocontrary bonoficial, A police inspector cannot bo con- 
sidored an authority on opium smoking, for ho has tow 
opportunities of forming an acenrate opinion about tho 
matter, He only visits opium dons whon he has some polico 
inquiry to make. Such visits aro few and far botweon, and 
ho leaves immediately ho has gathered tho information 
required, Then it must be remombercd that the numbor 
of opium smokers and dens in Bombay fur oxeeods that in 
Ahmedabad, which is comparatively a very small place, 
The Ahmedabad police inspector’s oxporionce, therefore, 
does not amount to much, I therefore leave it to your 
readers to judge for themsolves whether his (estimony should 
bo relicd_on or that of ono who has worked for yoars in tho 
Opium Department, and has had ample opportunities of 
watching the smokers night and day. 

‘The opinion expressed by “ forty-nine qualified medical 
mon of Bombay, comprising the leading native practitioners 
of that city,” is not worthy of much attention, for it can 
hardly bo deniod that native medical practitionors, with a 
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very fow exceptions, have little or no practice, and the few 
that , have large practices rarely, if ever, get opium-smokers 
as their pationts, Tt is well-known that opium, smokers have’ 
more faith in qnacks than in duly qualified men, Butif, 
My. Maitor, you care to reprodues zany more photographs 
of opium-smokers in the Duily Graphic, I will, on my return. 
to Bombay, sond you photographs of all the oprum smokers. 
dn. that city, with a statement showing their respective 
names, plteos of residence, aes, oceupations, and the number 

sof ae they have been smoking. Your readers can then 
judye whether a maderate use of opium is injurious or 

+ beneticial. Lam, however, afraid that nothing will convince 
thosagitators whose motto seems to me to be How not to 
admit the truth.”—Yours fuithtully, a 


RUSTOM ‘PESTANJI JEHANGIR, 
U. M,’s Oprum Depatment, Bombay, 
Bowrnemouth, 12-09-92. 





“tS OPIUM INJURIOUS?” 
TUE LIMIT OF SAFETY. 





To Tus Eprvor ov tig Dairy Grarnic. 


Sin,--Thero are ouly four of the popular poisons which 
Vhave any poronol eapenence of—cotlee, ten, tobacco, and 
aleahal., but during a residences of many yeas in India, 
and with excopional opporkiunties of fiuding out the truth 
about the matter, tho conviction was forged upon me that 
ophunesmoking among the natives is pretty much on a par 
with cheroot smoking with ourselves and opiwn-cating with 

tho familiar Anglo Indian‘ peg.’? No wonder My, 
Jahangir, in his iateresting remarks on the opium question in 
the Daily Graphtec, conchides with the naive inqury, “ \ hy 
do good and groat men im Wngland waste their energy, time, 
tind monoy over mn agttion which will do Lndi nota particle 
of good {”  Smyeon-Gonoral Sir Wilham Moore, who has 
oaperinented upon hunsell, says that if pure clundool ware 
always smoked there would be no ul-oflects whatever, yen 
the Scotoh Highlandman went so lar as to acknowledge that 


t 
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bad whisky was abad thing, Thoro isa vilo proparation 
made from the refusa of chandool, the serapings of opis 
pipes, dried bran; and other things, which is sometimes 
smoked, and’ thie muddul, as it is called, is no doubt 
accountable for tho’ cvil reputation which tho habit of 
opium-smoking has acquired, Tho authorily just rofeyred 
to holds the eftets of opium, taka in any inanuer, are 


‘altogothor on the nervous system, and, however great, pute 


off ; that no orpaniec disease is tracenblo to tho nse of opin 
whethor used in moderaio quantitios or oxccys ; and that 
opiumis almost a necessity of lifo to somo pepolo in tka 
East, That there isa sustaining power of some sort in nll 
the popular poisons experience gocs to prove, and the chief 
concern of those who habitually use them shpuld be to Hud 
the limits of safety, to discover whon in their particular case 
these cease to be & beneficial student and become a harmful 
poison.—Yours faithfully, 
PIL STONE, 





AN EMPHATIC NEGATIVE, 


To tau Eprror ov ‘rim Dawy Grarite, 


Sir,—In my student’ days Tlewnt, and in lecturing 
on Materia Medica and ‘Therapoutios nt St. Coovgo's flo 
pital Lahyvays taught, the fret that opin is second to no 
other drag in its various and uactal forms, on account partly 
of its numerons constitrents which can be iavlated, and tho 
different functions they perform physiologically, md to 
another dogree by the difforent results prodneed hy different 
doses, and my exporicnce enables mo to emphatically give 
a negative to the question “Ts opinm injurious?” T nysulf 
havo taken it for yoars (not habitually), but when feeling, 
fagged after lecturing, or too tired io vest whan going 
to bed--a small doso acts like a charm, Ls actiogs 
are so numerous and varied that if makes a atudy of ital!’ 
to observe the ellecis produced by dilleront doses. OF 
morphine (its ehiof active principle) the game cannot he 
said, ~Yows faithfully, 

ro. 8. 


September 6th, 1892, ° 
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. IS OPIUM INJURIOUS! 
BY ONE WHO KNOWS. * 


e 
Yo*rnn prror or tan Dainy Grarxtc. . 





‘+. Sr,—As so much interest has been taken lately in the 
opium question, particularly in regard to the evil effects 

: which are supposed to result from the use of the drug, I have 
ght a fow facts together which are based upon personal 
experience, derived from long service in the opium depart- 
meyt of the Government of bombay. 


e 
PANGY VERSUS FACT, 


A fow days ago L was shown by a friend a picture from 
a photograph of an emaciated opium-smoker, given in a little 
brochure called the “ Anti-Opium News,” Of course, the 
wnfotunate man looks quite skin and bone, If, however, 
the illustration is meant, as I suppose it is, to represent the 
condition of the goncrality of opium-smokers, then I think I 
vonld not do better than send for reproduction in the 
Daily Graphic a photograph which I had taken a few weeks 
ago in Bombay. 1é will bo seen that it isa group of six 
~ opium-smokers, No. 1 is fifty years old and has been 
smoking Chwndool (the smoked extract of opium ) for the 
last twenty-five years. He is a cabman, and is quite strong 
and healthy, Ile docs his good day's work regularly. No 
Yiswoventy yours old, and has been smoking for the last 
forty yours, Ue is also a cabman, and is strong and active, 
and docs his work regularly. No, 3, who is a carpenter, is 
85 yours old, and has been smoking for the last thirteen 
yours, fc is strong and atiends to his work daily. No, 4 
is 60 yeurs old, and has been smoking for the last thirty-five 
, years, Lfe is also strong and isin good health, No. 5 is 
fourty-four yeurs old, and has been smoking for the last 
twenly yeus. He isa hawker, No, 6 isa tailor and is 
thirty yeors old, Ho has been smoking for the last ten 
yours, and is quite healthy. 


SHH STRENGTH OF AN OPIUM-SMOKER. 


» No, 2 humorously remarked to me that, old as he a was, 
ho had @tvongth cnongh “to fight half-a-dozen padris and 
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mooktfozwallus (clorgymeu ind Salvationiats), if thoy wished 

to guago tho’ strength ofan opiunesmoker.” When this was 
vaid the whole lot‘of them vried ont and expressed a wish 
that the opiun-smokers’ strength might he subjected toa 

practical test by those who vilified them, ‘They said they 

fol us strong ts when ttey firs took lo smoking, avero able 
to do as much work as an ordinary man would, and wished 

“that the Lené-Aahib (Queen Hripiress) would send hee F faiegees 
Kurbur (trusted oflieer) Lo see thom before sho closed. the 

opium dens, 1 think | should also add that eack and all of 
tho six men have beon known fo mo for the last five yen’, 
and one of my assistants, who has been in dhe opham depart+ 
nent for over « quirter of a coutury, fits alee confirmed, by 

his own pa@ronal knowledge all these facts, Up amutst not bo 
supposed that tho six men referred to, are mevely isolated 
instances of my version, Ut ix my strong conviction that they 
sulliciontly represent the real condition of the generulity of 
opium-smokors, 


« 
IN MODERATION A BOON, 


T have beon for yoars past constantly and carefully 
watching thom, and therefore can confidently say that, 
instead of doing any harm, a moderate use of the drag does 
one good, 1 know of somo men belonging to very reapees 
table” Tndian familics takings a litths opinm every day 
before each moal, and they do not appear to be any the 
worse, On the contrary, they are enjoyipy vory good health. 
Thon it is orroncous bo puppose that @ man after ending or 
amoking opium gets lotlurgic, and is unlit for work till the 
oftect of the drug dies wway. Itis not so. A man may 
have a good xmoke, and he will yot be veady and fit for 
work, 1 havo tried men and found them smart and 
activo immediately after smoking. tis also wrong: 
to suppose that opium smoking is tho mark of a debaucheo s 
nor is there any truth in the stutoment ofton made by agi 
tators that uincty-nine out of every hundred who practise it * 
are degraied and worthless, or belong to the crimual class, 
Asa nutter of fact most of them belong to the working class, 
such as carpenters, tailors, blackamiths. firemen, native crows, 
weavers, tin-makors, and others, Among tho smukors are to 
be found thieves also, as umong those that do not amoko or 
drink ; but most of the smokers earn an honest lvelthood, 
As the dens are situated in small, unknown lanes, some 
thieves do find it convenient to meet there and schomt crams § 
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, but it may be confidently asserted that even if the dens were 
closod, the thieves would not disappear or their number” 
diminish in ay way, nor is there any likelihood of their” 
encountering ny dilliculties in planning times. 


— EXCHSS ONLY IS HARMFUL. 


L must, howevor, admit that opium-smoking would do* 

huivm if dono in excess. But then we all know that anything 

_ in excess would Joad to the samo results, A man addicted 
tw drink brings ruin on himself and disgrace on his famil 
in just the same way as a confirmed opium-smoker would, ie 
therp are, therefore, men of intemperate habits, surely there 
is nd justification whatever for an indiscriminate condemna- 
tion of the opium trailic. In the “ Anti-Opium “News, =I 
lind some instances given of*men who are alleged to be the 
viclims of opium, ‘They are given under tho startling head- 
ings, “murders, suicides, thelts, infanticides, &c.” These in- 
slances would no doubt make sensational reading, but they 
would certainly nol make any impression on those who know 
tho actual facts, T can give a number of instances in which 
crimes were committed which did not spring from opium or 
drink, Do all the crimes committed in your country arise 
from drink ? People commit crimes for many motives. Wh 
should, then, alt crimes committed in India be atiributed to 

*ypium ? A ania who has determined to kill himself will do 
ao by tuking opium if that is readily obiainable, or will 
drown himsell if thore {sa river nearer than a licensed opium 
shop, or will shoot himself if has a revolver with him. 
There ix, therefore, no sense in. saying that because opium 
ia wold in the idian murket suicides and such other 
erimes atre  preyatont, 


VAN OPIUM-SMOKING BE PREVENTED ? 


‘ Now, what will happen if this opium iraffic bo stopped ? 
Why the people will still uso it, Thoy will smuggle it, for 
Government must cultivate it for medicinal purposes, A 
grenk many aleo will cultivate the poppy in far-away 
unknown places, Peoplo outside the department have no 
idea how difierlt it is to detect offences against the opium 
law, The bolal cost Lo the Gavernmont for tho suppression 
af poppy enttivation would bo simply overwhelming and 
imposmbde to sustain, And whereas people new collect and 
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smoke opium in a limited number of shops, and so openly, 
‘they would thon be seattered in all tho nooks and copners 
‘of ‘villages, towns, and cities, ‘There would be mare sng: 
gling and more use of the drug, for smuggled opium could 
always be had cheap. If people fail to gob opium, which-is 
not at all likely, they will take morphia, Scans? 


As opium does no harm, why theu do good and great 
men of England waste their onorgy, time, and money ovor 
an agitation which will do India not a particle of good ?;- 


Yours faithfully, 


RUSTOM PESTANJI JUIANGIR, - 
H. M.'s Opiwn Departmont, Bombay. 


7 


Extract from an account of a special visit to 
. ‘the smoking houses in’ Bombay, paid by. 
_ Mr. J.B Marsban a well daiown citizen of 
- Bombay and Propriety of the “Jam-e- 
. Jamshed” newspaper which is one of the 

most; widely circulated Native papers in India. 


° 
{The general supposition is that the places resorted to'* 
vy those who wuse drugs, like chwndool, madat aad bhung, 
should noccssarily be the haunts, frequented by assasstha, 
culians and gamblers ; aud to confess the truth, some such 
idea prevailod to a qualified extentin my mindtoo . . . 
Vho first chundool-khana which we visited is situated at 
the Kyskin Road. When we entered it, good heayens! 1 shall 
novor forget the scone I witnessed, We were unable to 
make out anything for sometime ; because of our sudden 
plunge from the light outside into the dark-room within. 
Aftor tho lapse of a few minutes however, we were able to aee 
& long room of from about 40-50 feet in dimensions in which 
wore discovered aggregated young and old persons belonging 
lo different communities and of variety of physiognomy 
ud constitution stretched at full length, A flickering 
Nuno omanated from their chidams at short intervals, 
besides which pointa we were at a loss to know, what these 
porsons were about. On contemplating the scene attentive- 
ly, the fact became apparent, that most of the persons were 
Mahomedans with tho leaven of a Hindoo or two of the 
Lohana caste, They said that a Parsi also frequented the 
place, . . . . : . . : 


. For the purposes of my inquiry I attached myself to 
ono old strong-built Mahomedan, and opened a conversa- 
tion with him with that object, His narrative is worth repro- 
duotion. Ile suid: “Iam 76 years of age and ply a “Victoria” 
for hiro, I must have my chund ol twice a day, morning 
and evening. Ican do without food, but cannot dispense 
with chundool, Soon after taking my meals, 1 indulge in 
my favourite smoke (chundool), which, if 1 do not, would 
bring om cramps and gaping yawns; and should I remain 


72 


definnt of it still furthor, blood would he passed, aud L might 
bo launched ‘into etornity, Out of my monthly incomo of 
‘Ks. 30, J eapond from 6 to 7 rupees in chundool, and vasily 
maintain mysélt and my family from the vest, Whilst t 
youth, E served in iho Rassalla (Cavalry) of iis Highness 
the Nizam, and acquied”tho habit on secing amy couradess 
in-arms of the Rhssela using ohwadool, whilst we wore all 
‘sitting chatting together on tho verandah, ‘The pleasure, ale 
chundool is indescribable, Atter a couple of whitls, the ecstacy 
genorated is such that all other delights of’ this 
world, compared to it, ave as nothing. In about hall aft 
hour’s time [ shall mount my carriage which is standing 
outside, and shall ply it during the whole night * ¥ * 
Subsequendly, we paid 2 visit to another young Mahomedan, 
who was distinguishable as a “ pentleman” ol abou, 385 yours 
of age, constitutionally strong and bedecked on the head 
with a gold embroidered ap jauntily porched, | This 
“Shoth” was an eaperionced chwndvolec, and the dotails 
given by him are moro intereSting than thoso already 
narrated, Ho did not appear to have been atfected, in tho 
least, by the intoxication of the dig. Ile was, as 1 have 
said, a stalwart man; and to quote the account in dus own 
words:~I am a dealorin tall, My monthly incomo is 
from 800 to 400 rupees. How could you approvinte edundool ¢ 
Twas a man once upon a time to pulp down hall ay 
bottle of Brandy ata draught, but the imbibing of it was 
against our religious tonels, 1 took to opin with the 
object of eradicating it, Since T became a ehatudoales 
Ihave given tho go-by to tho veo of drinking. 
Now I do not tool any yearning towards it, T commune (hres 
tolas of Opium daily, which helps io keop me in buoyant 
spirits. dust now [have taken hal€ a tol of ehundool, 
nevertheless, if you wish, 1 weuld walk on with you for five 
koss (about [0 miles). ‘Thore is a del of diferonco botween 
tho properties of liquor and ehundonl, the offvets of the fist 
aro to lower a man to tho level of a beast, transform him * 
into a boistorous and rowdy fellow, who mdulges in abuses, 
and commits murder, chundoot smoking is, however, (red 
from this objectionable imode of intoxieation =... 
An oxqnisite  clovation” is told with the additional advantage 
that the smoker retains the uso of his souges up to the Insb 
Moroovor, a vhtindoolee, ws a rule, is 8 man of strength ; that 
is, he has manliness in him, Chunduol is also hell to bo 4 
potent romedy for fever, Ganja makes a man noarty mad, 
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apivits beastly; bnt chndool brings out all the noble 
qualities that might be inheront in him, Pigs 


rr ete 
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Pho,other ohwndoolece began at this stage to ‘begin to con 
tribulo to my onlightenmont on thé subject. . 2. 
Thoy suid, “that in matters of thinking andy mathematical 
caloylutions, ohundool iTlmines the brain, acon 
‘But if ib 14 not talon in time, cramps sot in {he arms and legs, 
and tho man becomes a proy to sudden illness, In Bombay 
“tlore wero allogether about 700 okwndoolecs including tivo 
Parais.” 1 (tho writor) had heard that in these chwndool- 
Ipanks, beutiful maidens atrve chindool to the visitors 
wn shampoo thom, ote; but this I believe, is all a myth. 
Whlatover tho offect of the habit of indulging in this form of 
opitm, tho ono thing I am certain of, is, that those addicted 
to it, not only’ do not quarrel among themselves,* but never 
bocome Ticontious in their bahaviour, while the effect of the 
fumes ig upon thom, It is said that the chundool-khonas are 
untler the Polico surveillance, but no European officer of 
tho Policd fiuds an occasion to go in. 


My. W, E. Young, an officer of considerable experience, 
and holding an important post, says: “ Most of the smokerg 
ave workmen, such as tailors, carpenters, lascars, pry shop- 
kcopors, &c. None ofthem are emaciated, A few are 

_ hew He hoki tnd withored, but that is due to starva. 
tion, Ten en ae a oe ei ee 
+ Opium doos not cause intoxication, The smokers after 
thoy have taken opium are able to answer questions readily 
aun clearly. 
Thavo novor recoived a single complaint from ini 
subordinates, or from opium consumeéts of casés of assaults 
or indadont behaviour in the opium-smoking houses. 


TIO OPIUM QUESTION FROM A CHINESE OFFI 
: OIAL STANDPOINT. 
(Eatracted from the Asiatic Quarterly, 
hb Chinese Govornmont, as matters now stand, cannot 
stippresd the growth of opium, even if it would do so. A 
obtain percontage of the péople—officially admittéd at on 
pet cont. of the population, bu now growing to the all ged 
devo por cont,—-have always smoked opitm in China, There 
Itts ‘notelicen any dotorioratin in the mind or body of these 
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few millions in onr numeroua population, Just as the far 
niore harmful ‘spirits do nat in one or two gonorations destroy 
Scoichmen or Eurdpeans generally, but at dnece dostroy 
Red Indians, sq is dpinm imnvocnous, oxcopt in cases of abuse, 
with the civilisdd Chinese and fatal to suyago Kacheons, In 
the meanwhilo, many more’ Oriental racos aro boing’ destroy~ 
* ed by European drinks, the export of which oven to Africa 
Lord Salisbury would not stop. es 


India does not consume nuch opium and hag nover don 
so, It takes—perhaps a largor porcontago than Qhina on 
opium—various proparations of Indian hemp, which aretas 
destructive to the moral sonso and to tho nerves as is ‘too 
mygh whisky to the non-Briton, Missionartos com lain 
that the importation of opium undor tho augpices of a Chris- 
tian Government—or rather by traders who happen to 
profess some form of Christianity, as they would Beddhism 
if they had been born in Tibet—impedes tho growth of the 
religion of Jesus, Ido not find much similarity between 
the doctrine and practice of European Christians and thoso 
of that Great Oriental leader. Were missionarios to un- 
derstand and appreciate the basis of Chinese morality —filial 

iety—~they would make more converts, but a Chinese 
must first blunt his sonse of right and wrong—with or without 
opium~—before he can accept Christianity ay taught, with 
some exceptions, by missionaries. Wore thoy to become 
ood Chinese citizons insterd of being causos or excuses for 
oreign intorvyention, their propagnnda would not bo 
objectionable to tho popular mind. J have sometimes aghkod 
missionarios to point out tho opium-smokor ina party of 
Chinamen, and I have never known them to guess the right 
person. The photographs in circulation of consumptive or 
other diseased persons who happen to take opium are not 
truthful representations of the offect of opium gonerally. 


The quality of China opium is steadily improving, and 

in some districts nearly rivals thatof India, The Chineso , 
Government neither encourages nov prevents its growth, and 
now would not, if it could, stop its importation, Au long ag 
China constitutes the demand for that drug, so long will 
India be its supply, cither under official or under heavily. 
taxed private commercial auspiées. ‘To talk of tho iniquity 

of the opium-trade seoma to me to be absmd, us long, as ho’ 
4 who desires to cxtract the mote out of the Indian or the 


* China will still smoke its modicum of opium. 
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Ohinese eye, ddes,not oven {see tthe beam in his own. .A 
lengthened tour through the material ciyilisatigns of Europe 
makes one sigh for a speedy return to the far more thoroughly 
thought-out culture of the Celestial Empire.) When_ spirits 
will have completely undermined the natipns of Europe, 


“a.  Toconclude, Opium in China is not harmful, if its 


smoker can get the sleep that is required after its use. 
Opium does not suit the fussy life of Western civilisation, 
Ys will-o-the-wisp morality, its tadpole ambitions, its social 
want of cohesion, its incessant excitement, discontent and 
degpair. An opium-smoker does no harm to others. This 
alone would render opium unsuitable to Enispeans. ,,An 
opium-smoker rises from hjs sleep fit for work or thought, 
He feels no loss of self-respect, and he respects others. In 
the uttermost corners of the ny among the most savage 
races, the Chinese official, with his small escort, keeps peace 
and the dignity of his office, even of addicted to the use of 
the drug. Above all, opium is not favourable to the develop- 
mont of greed, whereas that passion is stimulated by drink, 
and therefore almost a necessity to the Western exploiter of 
the Bast. When inferior Indian tea, which is more harmful 
than opium, and for which the Indian cultivator gets one 
anna or three half-pence a pound, can be sold in London for 
a shilling, no wonder that there is so much enthusiasm 
for “ commerce, civilisation, and [so-called] Christianity.” 


A Home correspondent writes to us apropos of the 
serious mischief worked in England recently by the action 
of the Anti-Opium League, winch is agitating in the pro- 
vinces, and contemplates great demonstrations in the 
Metropolis, Two days are to be given up to conference and 
prayer in Exeter Hall and at the Quaker head-quarters. 
Aga sample of the agitation, our correspondent givea us 
some particulars of what took place at ‘Irowbridge on the 


- 9th instant, when the anti-opium agitators appeared in force 


and denounced the wickedness of the Indian Government 
in forcing opium upon an unwilling people, The most 
absurd and misleading statements were made, Amongst 
other allegations was one charging the Government of India 


-with fostering the opium trade in Burmah. Fortunately, it 


happesed that Mr. R. B. Worthington, a retiied Bombay 
civilign, was present, and he surprised. the agitators and 
= 


“impression, »—(Zéines of Indin, 22nd February 1898.) *’ 
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the audiencé'by informing them that Burmah is not India, 
and that in Burmah the Government have done theif best 
to, suppress the opium traffic. He quoted in eatenso,an able 
letter from Mi’, A. 0. ‘Trevor, when Commissioner in Sind, 
setting forth that opium“eMting in certain districts in, the 
Bombay Presidexcy is not injurious asit is not excessive, 


“and is found to be a safe-guard against malarial fover ande 


other ailments, Mz. Worthington vindicated the opium 
policy of the Government as it is carried out in the Bombay 
Presidency, and proved to the audiency that the agitatofs 
were not accurately informed on the subject. Dr. John 
Pollen, who was also present, pointed out that the agitators 
1h misapplying their energies in going down to 4 rowbridge. 
Thy aught, he said, to go to China, and convert the 
Chinese to their doctrine that opium isan unmitigated evil, 
aud ought not to be smoked or otheiwise used in large or 
small quantities. So long as there 1s a demand in China 
foy opium, the poppy will be groWn on Chinese or on Indian 
soil, If the doanadl ceases, the supply will cease. But 
until then it is absurd to suppose that the prohibition ofthe 
cultivation of the poppy in India will have any other effect 
than that of stimulating tho cultivation of the poppy 
in China, He also dwelt upon the fact that the Goverment 
of India, so far from stimulating the opium traffic, has. 
checked and controlled it by stringent regulations, and 
imposing strict limits, as well as by the imposition of a heavy 
duty, Ifthe Government had applicd similar methods in 
yogard to cotton or grain the country would sing with 
complaints that Government were paralysing and strangling 
the trade in wheat or cotton, as the case might be, and 
nobody would dream of asseiting that they were encourag- 
ing or fostering the traffic in those commodities. Dr. Pollen 
explained the object of the minimum vend system, which has 
been grossly misrepresented by the anti-opium enthusiasts. 
He asked the audience not to believe that a body of English- 
men entrusted with the administration of India, who had 
been brought up in the best traditions of the English race, 
had suddenly changed their nature and belied their principles, 
and deliberately adopted the abominable policy of poisoning 
nations wholesale to add a few millions to the Indian 
revenues, It is satisfactory to’ know that the view of the 
case put before the good people of ‘Trowbridge by 
Messrs, Worthington and Pollen made au ékcellent 


? 
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: (Reprinted from the Bombay Gagetics) te 
~ THe Anti-Opium agitation in_Exgland’is becoming 
grotesque. itis to be hoped that Mz, Glatstone’s friends did 
not let him see the Anti-Opium, News wllile he was at 
Biarrigz, ov his holiday might have been spoiled, The Prime 
Minister is alays held up by the “ backbohe'of the Liberal 
Party ” as the apostles of National Righteousness call them: 
selves bué some people according to the Anti-Opium Neus, 
yze beginning to have doubts as to whether he is all they 
previously thought him. ‘That paper even goes so far as to 
say that “in view of the striking dissimilarity between the 
stafemonts of Mr. Gladstone on the Upinm question, before 
indi after the-General Elections, we are not surprised: at the 
strong views held by some garnest Christians on the detério- 
‘ation of character caused by contact with political life.” 
The organ of National Righteousness also attacks Mr. Glad- 
tone. The latter’s reply to a correspondent who wanted him 
‘0 throw over Lord Kimberley is contrasted with what he 
said at Penicuick before the General Election, ‘Che editor 
wks: “Did Lord Kimbevley’s reply to the deputation 
‘epresent all that Mr. Gladstone meant by the words we,haye 
quoted &’ If so, we leave it to others and to Mr. Gladstane 
iimself to say whether this is worthy of the Prime Minister 
of Ingland.” An appeal is made to him to realize his 
yesent personal responsibility in.this matter, but, he ig told 
that the “righteous settlement’ of the question, is not 
lependent even on him. “ ‘This matter has now. been taken 
tp, a3 never before, by thousands who are looking beyond Mr. 
dludstone in earnest prayer to God, and who firmly believe 
hat it is not the will of God that this country shculd obtain 
evenue for its Indian Uovernment by ministering to one of 
he most degrading vices into which man can tell. ‘These 
housands may not have at their command the powerful 
aganizations of a great political party, and mere politicians 
nay despise their influence, but Mr, Gladstone himself in 
ds inmost soul, will not dare to despise the power of their 
inited unceasing prayers.” One of the paiagraphs in the 
ticle is headed as tollows:—“ Pray! Pray! Pray!’ We 
iave heard of an anti-opiumist who regrets that some of the 
nembers of the deputations did not pray before they left 
he Council Room of the Indfan Office, Some mompbers’ of 
he deputation were uot ina prayerful mood. If they were 
sot all: good men we should be inclined te say that they 
vere “more inclined to call down cusses on thg head of poor 
uord Kimberley than to offer up prayors on hig behalf, 
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. ‘My, Buynmers, M, P., and Mr, Schimdt, a Member of the 
“Royal Courtgil of Sweden, who are recent arrivals here have, 
‘during the lagt week iy company with Mr. Rustom Péstanji 
of the Opium Deparfment, visited several chandool-khanus 
and atta Conia smoking hoses) in Bombay. 
With the objdct of informing themselves of the: effects of 
_madat and chandool both these visitors puta number of" 
questions to the consumers of these articles. The repligs i 
received were, generally epealing, to the effect that neither 
of the two drugs was injurious, provided that the indulgence* 
in itwas moderate; on the contrary, the consumption fed 
buoyancy to the spirits, and helped to a satisfactory * per-' 
formance of work, the persons affected by them injuriously 
ware those>who were resourceless to get food and were starving. 
The consumers further explained that should the Government 
stop the places where both these drugs are sold, it would be 
somewhat of a measure of oppression. Mr. Schimdt declared * 
after this that he could now advance his personal testimony 
to say that the suggestions made and arguments published 
by the Anti-Opiumists were exaggerated, and there wasa 
vast Biieenicds bebwese hearing stories about the results of the 
comsumption of opium, and that seeing the actual state of 
things for one’s self. Mr, Schimdt also expressed himself con- * 
vinced of the utter baselessness of the accusations mado. 
in England against the Government of India who, it was - 
stated, offered inducements to the people to lure them to 
the consumption of the drug.—(/am-e-Jamsed, dated 29th 


November 1892. 


The late Home Secretary (Mr. Matthow, M.P.) did not 
come to the East entirely “on pleasure bent.” He has at 
any tate, carried Home with him an eminently reasonable 
idea of the opium problem. He took the oppdrtunity in 
Bombay or elsewhere in India of looking pretty closely into . 
the question, and he comes to the deliberate conclusion that 
it is quite impossible, and in some respects quite undesirable, 
to extinguish the opium trade. Opium, he is convinced, is 
“ yeally a necessity in India.” While as to the trade with 
China “the truth is that the Chinese greatly prefer Indian 
opium to their own, so much xo that they are willing to pay 
‘a high price for it, and to import it in vast quantities, nog- 
withstanding the heavy expoxt duty which is placed on the 
drug by the Indian Government. But you would not affect + 
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v 
the Chingse tvafe at all by prohibiting the sale of opium in, 
India, By doing this you would moyely stimulate the con- ¢ 
sumpii0y ‘of the Native variety.” Tis, ig soujid common + 
sense to Which the attention of the Anti-Opinm “ faddista ” 
might with advantage he directed exporieifce warranted 
the -suppétition that common senfe is any afgument to 
fanatic.—(Times of India, dated 21st March 1898.) 
a. 7 


“The effects of opium smoking.—Exact knowledge of the 
‘effects of opium smoking is yet wanting, and it is still an open 
question whether the habit of smoking opium is really as 
‘baneful as some persons allege—that it is, for instance, moze 
banoful than the habit of smoking tobacco. M. L. Barefya 
French naval surgeon, has mada some interesting observations, 
which were recently reported in his‘ Notes de Geographie et 
d’Ethnographie Médicales,” published in the Archives de 
Médicine Navale et Ooloniale (October and December 
numbers of 1892). “Opium smokers,” writes M. Barot 
. 405), are not wanting in Tientsin,” ‘The chandou 
tbstance for smoking) that is sold in this town is not at all 
of a good quality, and is always largely mixed with native 
opium cultivated and gathered in the provinces of Kouei- 
cheou and Yun-nan ; because if the officials in China deplore 
the use of opium in their country, it is not on account of the 
rather illusory and very much exaggerated evil effects on the 
population, but on account of the important outflow of the 
precious metals which it causes, ‘Therefore they encourage 
the culture of the poppy in the south and south-west 
wovinces of the empire, where it grows very well, hopin 
yet to establish a competition with the Indian opium, Pers 
goon, perhaps, to diminish its importation considerably—a 
simple question of economy.” M. Baret states that during 
ithe four winter months at Tientsin, and now and again 
during the three years in the conntry districts of China, he 
has collected a large number of observations on opium 
smokers, which have led him to the following conclusions :-~ 
1, Opium smoke is not, either morally or physically, the 
destructive and degrading agent that certain moralista have 
declared it to be, 2. Its use ig, not more dangerous than the 
uge of tobacco or of fermented Fdrinks.’ 3, Its abuse is less 
dangeroyg to the individual than the abuse of alcohol, He 
x, adds that in the unanimous opinion of the Chinese doctors, 
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corroborattd by that of numbers of European and 
“Ametican practitioners of China, India, and the Malayan 
countries, the habitpal use of opium is an excellent prophylac- 
tic against niglanp, x aad especially against ‘all pevhicious 
forms of paludjsm Finally, yt-is stated that opiur smoked 
iecaeleaully, yhen, “for exymple, it is aeceeny to make a 
great effort withqut beng ‘able to obtain nourishiivent, acts , 
asa general tonic, and an economising agent superior te . 
aleohol and to cécoa. As to ite mental action, it is the most 
powerful psychical tonic that exists. —British Medtcal 
Journal. { - - i 
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